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stood to mean, to entrust, deliver or commit ourselves to Christ.  The fourteenth century writer, St. Nicholas Cabasi-

las, in his book, “The Life in Christ,” comments, “Since we have prayed for everything, the celebrant commands us to 

entrust ourselves to God.”  Entrusting ourselves to God, however, is not a simple task.  As Cabasilas notes, “It is not 

up to each individual to entrust himself to God.  Because simply saying it is not enough, but one must also have the 

acquiscence of God.”  For this reason, the petition is preceded by a call to remember the Theotokos and all the 

saints.  It is their example, together with their help and intercessions, accompanied by God's grace, that we are able 

to achieve the goal of entrusting ourselves and others into God's hands.   

We as a community, witnessing to our holy Orthodox faith in Loudoun County, know well what it means to entrust 

ourselves to God's care.  From small and humble beginnings we have made significant strides in growing our com-

munity. We began by bringing together and embracing Orthodox faithful from several ethnic backgrounds.  We 

have welcomed into our church many searching for a more authentic Christian witness.  We continue to be an ex-

ample of love and inclusivity, that speaks to the ability of our Orthdox Faith to transcend historical and cultural 

boundaries, and bring together all those who seek to worship the Holy Trinity according to the traditions of the 

ancient Apostolic church.  While we do not celebrate our services in a grand cathedral, our simply decorated church 

inspires us to work and pray for the spiritual benefit of all.  We exist, because there are enough of us willing to strug-

gle to meet any and all challenges, entrusting ourselves, our children and all who pray with us to God. 

Within the next few months, our Building Committee will be making a presentation to the members of our parish 

regarding the availability of land in our area and, the need to become more aggressive in developing and pursuing 

our plans for the future.  Enough time has passed between the opening of our church eight years ago and the need 

for new facilities.  We simply cannot ignore the fact, that without new, modern and improved space for liturgical 

worship, study and fellowship, we are destined to remain a small community with inadequate space for growth.  The 

time has come for the members of our parish to proclaim once and for all what they want for the immediate and 

distant future.  Unless we are willing to make up our minds as to the direction we ought to take, we cannot expect 

others not yet committed to our survival, to invest in a project that does not have the wholehearted support of our 

membership.  Important decisions need to be made; challenges faced head-on; and, most importantly, each member 

must prayerfully decide to what extent he/she is prepared to make the necessary personal sacrifices requisite to 

growth and development.  We commit ourselves and one another, because our goals can be achieved only when we 

face them together, as the Body of Christ, united in spirit and purpose.  Now is the time for us, individually and 

collectively, to pour out our hearts to Christ in prayer, asking Him to inspire and guide us, pouring upon us the 

wisdom and courage needed to make decisions worthy of our discipleship as members of His church.  I ask you all to 

pray every day for this purpose, and for the members of the Parish Council and Building Committee, who are en-

trusted with the noble task of developing and leading us to new and brighter horizons.  May the grace of our Lord 

and Savior be with us all! 

Father George 

frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com   
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Beloved Parishioners and Friends, 

“...let us commend ourselves and one another and all 

our life to Christ our God.” 

There is scarcely a service in our church where this 

phrase is not heard.  It is part of both the Great and 

Small litanies, and is repeated several times during 

Vespers, Matins and the Divine Liturgy.  In the 

Great Litany we pray for peace, the well being of our 

Church, our spiritual and temporal leaders, for sea-

sonable weather, and other things important in our 

daily life.  The conclusion of the litany encourages 

us, “to commend ourselves, one another and all our 

life to Christ our God.”  “To commend” is under-

mailto:frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com
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President’s Message 
It’s hard to believe that the summer is already 

over.  As we all fill our schedules with school, 

sports, and yes, the upcoming holidays, please 

include time for spiritual growth and fulfill-

ment.  No reservations required. 

If you haven’t already, it’s time to enroll in our 

Catechetical School for the 2014-2015 school 

year.  Guiding our children’s spiritual devel-

opment and creating a foundation for a strong Orthodox community 

should be every parent’s objective. Sunday School classes began 

on Sunday, September 21st so if you have not done so, please visit our 

webpage to download the enrollment form.  We would also like to thank 

Nick Zangos for his hard work and dedication to the program, as well as 

welcoming Ergini Martnishn as our new Sunday School Director. 

Greek Language School is also accepting registration forms for the 2014-

2015 school year.  Visit the church webpage for a registration form. 

Hope & Joy, GOYA, PAREA, Philoptochos, Men’s Bible Study Group, 

Orthodox Book Club and AHEPA have all come back from summer vaca-

tion and are looking for new folks to participate in their wonderful pro-

grams. 

GOYA basketball is also kicking off its second season.  Coming off a vic-

tory from the spring tournament, Coaches Dimitri, Bill and the real force 

behind the team, Kathy Kendrat, are excited to start the new season.  As 

we all know how fast our kids grow, the team is in need of equipment 

and a practice facility.  Donations are being accepted for uniforms, court 

rental and tournament entry fees. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

Baptisms 

Nicholas and Alexander, sons of Peter Kalaris, were baptized on July 26, 
2014.  Godparents were Matthew, Evan and Alexander Kalaris.  May God 
bless them with good health and life.  Na sas zisi! 

Katherine Maria, daughter of Valerie and Loukianos Avramides, was 
baptized on August 23, 2014.  Godparent was Katherine Kiklis.  May God 
bless her with good health and life.  Na sas zisi! 

 

Sacraments Performed 

Our Fall General Assembly will be held on November 16, 2014.  Nomina-

tions for open parish council positions, 2015 budget review, stewardship 

report and review of available properties will be discussed.  This is our 

future for the parish and I encourage all to attend.  

And last but not least, Chairman Bill Aubin with the able assistance of 

Greg Cherpes are recruiting volunteers for our annual Taste of Greece 

event.  You can count on seeing me behind the gyro machine again this 

year. In His service,   

Con Sofologis 

Parish Council President 

csofologis@verizon.net  

mailto:csofologis@verizon.net
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Stewardship 
I hope everyone had a wonderful summer!  It always seems to go by too 
fast, but one benefit to the beginning of Fall is our families start returning 
to church from their summer vacations. It’s great to see all of you! 

This is also a good opportunity to update you on the status of our Parish.  
We are seeing many positive things from a Stewardship perspective as we 
enter the Fall. Here are some Stewardship updates.  All information is as 
of September 7, 2014: 

Pledged Families – For 2014 we have collected 93 pledge cards which is 
close to our goal of 100. A family or individual is considered “pledged” if I 
have received their annual pledge card.  Pledge cards are important be-
cause they help us estimate our income for the annual budget. Pledge 
cards can be found at church, on our website, and in this newsletter.  A 
new pledge card must be completed each calendar year. Look for your 
name in the list of “Stewardship Pledges” in this newsletter to see if your 
card was received. 

New Families – We have received pledge cards from 19 new families this 
year.  These are families who have never completed a card before or even 
made a Stewardship payment.  This is an all time high!  We welcome 
these new families and thank them for making a financial commitment to 
our church. 

Amount Pledged – As of September 7, 2014 we have $106,179 pledged for 
the year.  This is higher than our total pledges of $101,820 last year, howev-
er as we attract new families we should expect that pledges will go up 
each year.  More importantly we need to evaluate the pledges from cur-
rent stewards.  Are you giving more this year than last year? Even an in-
crease of just 2% helps. We should all strive to increase our pledge each 
year to help the church meet its rising costs.  

Balance Due – As of September 7, 2014 we have $27,275 due in unpaid 
pledges.  If you made a pledge and have a balance, please make every 
effort to fulfill that pledge by year-end.  Statements are sent each quarter 
to help remind you of your pledge and any outstanding balances. The next 
statements will be mailed in October so watch for those and contact me if 
you have any questions. 

Without faithful Stewards giving of their time, talents and treasures, our 
church would not be as strong as it is and continue to grow.  We also 
wouldn’t be able to offer the more than 15 Ministries that we have today.  
God has given us all many blessings and our Stewardship should reflect 
those blessings. 

Let’s finish the year strong!  Please fulfill your pledge and continue to give 
of your time and talents to our many Ministries.  Thank you for all you do 
for our parish. 

In God’s Service, 

Lia Economou 

Stewardship Chair 

liaecon@comcast.net  
 

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES as of SEPTEMBER 7, 2014  

Below is a list of individuals and families who have made their Steward-
ship pledge for 2014 as of September 7.  Thank you for your financial com-
mitment to our parish. If you have not submitted a pledge for 2014, please 
complete the pledge card in this newsletter and return it to the church. 
Questions can be directed to Lia Economou at liaecon@comcast.net. 

Tom and Pattie Ayers Nick and Dina Kass 

John and Kristina Ayoub Bill and Kathy Kendrat 

Bill and Kelli Bakopanos Mariana Korulaki 

Robert and Marina Blair Nikolaos & Sofia Kouiroukidis 

Tim and Diane Boone Michael and Niki Kyriacou 

John and Penelope Broening Helen Kyriazi 

Chad and Julie Burke Bill and Loula Lagadinos 

Georgia Caprino Alex Lampros and Hal Hallett 

William and Smaro Caras Niki Lelis 

Pete and Elena Chambers Eleni Malliaros Levy 

Deacon Haralambos & Maria Chelpon John and Christy Lisciandro 

Greg and Marilena Cherpes Angelike Maoury 

Ed and Alexis Cleveland  Elaine Marshall 

Matthew Cleveland George and Debra Mohkiber 

Panayiotis and Athanasia Dacey Olivia Morris 

Paul and Mea Danigelis Paul and Lisa Orphanides 

William and Helen Demestihas Maria Pappas 

Ari and Anna Dimitriou Katerina Paskaris 

Michael and Aspacia Dintini Jonathan and Janet Perezous 

Craig and Marianna Dodson  Terry and Christine Poulias 

Elda Dodson Despina Psomiades 

David and Susan Dorn Raul and Lisa Puertas 

John and Maria Drapas Keith Pullman 

Dean and Lia Economou  Travis and Christie Rebok 

Vasilis and Joan Fotopoulos Vladimir and Galina Repin 

Gary and Lillian Funk James and Mary Rigas 

Jose and Chrysanthe (Cookie) Freire Thomas and Archelle Skuce 

Evelyn Gacis Jeff and Cynthia Smith 

John and Patricia Galanis Constantine Sofologis 

Peter and Barbara Garbis Nicholas and Elizabeth Spyros 

Anthony and Carol Georgelas Paul Spyros 

Angeline Gillas Sarah Spyros 

Michael and Eleni Hadjimichael Stavros Stephanakis 

Richard Haylor Moska Stratis 

Christopher Jesuele Dwaine and Irene Thomas 

Neil and Alexandra Jesuele Peter Thomas 

Greg and Ashley Joiner Angelo Tjoumas 

Nicholas and Helen Jougras Michael and Maria Tsapos 

Andrew and Vasiliki Kaffes Douglas & Stefania Whittington 

Peter Kalaris Maria Zangos 

Tom and Jill Kalaris Nicholas and Carol Zangos 

Katarzyna Abousamra & Nicholas Adams Alex and Debbie Kangelaris 

Father George & Presv. Joanna Alexson Sophia Kangelaris 

James and Frances Apistolas Alex and Trisha Kantsios 

Bill and Nancy Aubin Mercina Karagiorgis 

mailto:liaecon@comcast.net
mailto:liaecon@comcast.net
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Eastern Orthodox         
Religious Awards 
Now begins a new Scouting season, and is the ideal time to work with 
your child to earn their religious award for presentation at Scout Sunday 
in the spring.   

To encourage Scouts to grow stronger in their faith, the Eastern Ortho-
dox Committee on Scouting recognizes three awards for Orthodox 
youth: St. George, Chi Rho, and Alpha Omega. 

The St. George medal may be earned by a boy or girl in the 1st, 2nd, or 
3rd grade. The Chi Rho medal may be earned by students in the 4th or 
5th grade and who attend religious education/Sunday School. The Alpha 
Omega award can be earned by students in the 6th-12th grade. All youth 
– even if they do not belong to a Scouting group – are eligible. This 
means that Sunday school children and GOYA members may earn 
awards. More information can be found on the Scouting bulletin board 
in the church narthex. 

“With us everything is secondary compared to our concern with young 
people and their upbringing in the instruction and teaching of the Lord. 
After all, what greater work is there than training the mind and forming 
the habits of the young?” — St. John Chrysostom 

With these words of St. John Chrysostom as our guide, we should contin-
ue to encourage and assist our youth to grow stronger in our faith.  

Yours in Scouting, 

Terry Poulias 

Christmas Pageant 2014 
Our Christmas Pageant this year will be held on Sunday, Decem-
ber 14th, directly following the Divine Liturgy. Practice dates will be on 
Friday, December the 12th, 6-8pm (costume fitting and rehearsal), and 
Saturday, the 13th, 3:30-5:00pm. 

Registration will begin Sunday, November 2nd, and end Sunday, Decem-
ber 7th. All Catechetical School students ages 5-18 are encouraged to 
participate.  Your child should be 5 years of age by our first practice, Dec. 
12th, in order to register. Please mark your calendars, if you would like 
your child/ children to participate.  

We look forward to another beautiful pageant this year! 

In Christ's service, 

The Christmas Pageant Committee 

Parishioners in the Community 
The Walter, Skuce and Blair families represented our church at the An-

nual Good Shepherd Alliance Walk for the Homeless that took place on 

September 20, 2014 in Leesburg.  Thank you!  It was a wonderful day and 

a great cause! 
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Sunday School 
Dear Parishioners, 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! Welcome to 

the 2014-2015 SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR at our Greek Orthodox Parish of 

Loudoun County Church!  We are looking forward to an exciting year. 

There are many lessons and activities planned which our teachers and I 

are anxious to share with our children.   

This year we have a wonderful Sunday School Teaching Team! When I 

contacted our teachers to confirm their participation in our Sunday 

school I was amazed with their willingness and promptness to offer their 

services! Another response to God for His gracious love is the steward-

ship of our time, talents and possessions.  Our Sunday School Teachers 

are called to use their God-given talents and time to educate our young 

people in our Orthodox Faith.  Our teachers responded to this call gener-

ously, lovingly, gladly and humbly.  We are, indeed, blessed with a won-

derful Sunday School teaching group! 

Please pray for our teachers, encourage them, thank them, support them 

and work with them in building our children’s relationship with God. !  

Ergini Batisatou–Martnishn 

Sunday School Director 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/catechetical.html  

HOPE / JOY 
Fall is here, and so is Hope and Joy!  We hope you had a wonderful sum-
mer and are enjoying back-to-school.  We are excited about Hope and 
Joy!  As in year's past, we will be having monthly meetings, usually on 
the second Friday of each month, at 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm.  We generally 
have a snack, or sometimes a potluck or pizza dinner.  We also have our 
own Father George who gives the children a short talk.  Additionally, we 
have seasonal crafts. 

In addition to meetings, we also have activities, such as the Walk for the 
Homeless, visiting a Youth Shelter in December to sing carols and bring 
cookies and gifts for the children, ice skating, attending one of the Friday 
services during Lent to place flowers on the icon of the Holy Mary, and 
making palm crosses on Lazarus Saturday. 

If you have not yet registered, please do so.  You can find the forms at 
Church on the Hope and Joy bulletin board, or via the Church website.   

A formalized calendar of events will follow shortly.  Any questions, 
please contact either Maria Drapas at markamaria@yahoo.com or Eleni 
Hadjimichael at eleniadamis@gmail.com. 

Eleni Adamis Hadjimichael & Maria Drapas 

Hope/Joy Co-Directors 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/hopejoy.html  PAPOU’S WORKSHOP  
A  Division of Dr. Sawdust Workshop, LLC 

 

Jewelry Boxes, Gift Boxes,  

Stefana Display Cases, Bunk Beds 

 

All Hand Made in the USA 

Personalization Available 

WoodworkerJES@Reagan.com 

571-334-5837 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/catechetical.html
mailto:markamaria@yahoo.com
mailto:eleniadamis@gmail.com
http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/hopejoy.html
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GOYA 
Dear GOYA Parents and Parishioners, 

Welcome back! We had our Officers’ meeting last Sunday to plan the 
GOYA Calendar of events for 2014-2015. Wow! Are we going to be busy or 
what?!! With God’s help and your support, we can accomplish a great 
deal to benefit our church and its community.  As your GOYA Advisors, 
we pledge to fully support and inspire your youth to serve God.  

Our first meeting took place on Sunday, September 28th after the swear-
ing in and the blessing of GOYA Officers by Father George. We will then 
gear up for events such as preparing Survival Kits for back to school and 
inviting guest speakers to some of our monthly meetings. We will soon 
be organizing fundraising events like icon making, “Baby Bottle Drive” 
for Birthright for Loudoun County and IOCC Souper Bowl of Caring. 

We look forward to our fun events such as lunch and ice-skating at 
Reston on January 11th after church, and our talent show honoring Yiay-
ias and Pappous of our church in February. 

Our goal this year is to be as involved as possible during Easter. During 
the Holy week, our GOYAns are requested to help with folding palms, 
decorating the tomb and reading prayers during the Friday Salutation 
Services.  

Let’s not forget our plan to still make that trip to the monasteries in 
Pennsylvania sometimes in March.  The proposed plan is to leave Satur-
day early in the morning, sleep over Agia Skepi, and spend Sunday at St. 
Tihkon and return home Sunday evening. Details will follow as time 
approaches.  

Your youth is an amazing group! We thank you for that because of your 
continued support to help us reach our ultimate goal ~ to serve God.   

With gratitude, 

Sofia Kouiroukidis (kkouirouk@gmail.com) 

2014-2015 GOYA Officers (from left to right): Alexandros Kouiroukidis - Secretary; Yanni Kouiroukidis - Historian; 

Alexandra Dacey - Vice President; Angelo Dacey - Treasurer; Anastacia Puertas - Secretary;  Lauren Funk - President  

GOYA Boy’s Basketball 
Last season was an excellent starting point for Goya Basketball! We 
scrimmaged St. Katherines a couple of times and then entered into the 
St. Katherines tournament where we won our very first game 18-10 
against St. Demetrios. Our new season has just begun and the players as 
well as my assistant coach, Bill Aubin, and myself are excited to get the 
season underway. Coach Bill and I have laid out an excellent strategy to 
get our players to the level of performance needed, so they can compete 
to thier highest potential.  

Our first tournament for this year is the St. Georges tournament which 
will begin the 18th & 19th of October.  

Coach Dimitrios Stratakos 
dimitristratakos@verizon.net  

mailto:dimitristratakos@verizon.net
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Can’t believe summer is over! It always seems to go by fast but yet I’m happy to say that we’ve started the school rou-
tine.  I hope you all had an enjoyable summer with your families and I wish your children another successful school 
year.  Our Greek Afternoon School offers classes to children starting at age 4.  Classes are held one of two days, Tuesday 
or Thursday from 5:00 – 6:45 p.m., starting September 30th for Tuesday classes and October 2nd for Thursday classes.  

To those of you who are new to our Parish, we Welcome You! Our school provides a safe and stimulating learning envi-
ronment where each participant is valued, nurtured and encouraged to grow individually.  As part of a growing commu-
nity, our school continues to offer a unique experience to all students who attend and promote their intellectual and 
socially abilities. 

We offer a structured and fun learning approach, by providing a teaching environment in the Greek Language, culture 
and faith where each student develops their own talents.  The teachers are chosen for their love of teaching the Greek 
Language, for their strong background and experience, for their moral standards and their desire to work and instruct 
the students and helping them succeed.   

It is important to maintain a secure foundation for future growth.  It is a priority that your child’s success no matter 
how small it may seem will be acknowledged.  The more your child is exposed to the Greek Language, the easier it will 
be for him/her to incorporate new skills.  Each child is unique in their own way and they will get recognized. 

One of our main goals is to help families of both, Greek and Non-Greek heritage backgrounds raise bilingual children, 
which in this day and age is a challenge.   We all share the passion for our Greek Language and are committed to teach 
and help each of our students reach their growth potential.  Emphasis is on teaching our children the Hellenic Lan-
guage, reading, writing and Hellenic culture, history and values with a Greek Orthodox background. 

All of our students will be offered a challenging, high quality and beneficial Greek/English developmental curriculum 
which is appropriate for their age group and level. We will continue to use the Papaloizos books as we feel that these 
books are developed for the teaching of Greek as a Second Language.  Additionally, we use a different book series as 
supplement for other students based on level and knowledge.    

During class, our students are encouraged to speak and participate in Greek conversations to communicate both teach-
er to child as well as child to child.  This will enhance their comprehension, self esteem and will develop positive self 
concept and skills by communication to one another.  The activities are selected carefully to appeal to different learning 
styles and level appropriate.  The students will be given the opportunity to learn and to recognize the Greek alphabet 
and their sounds then creating syllables which conclude to words, phrases even sentences.  They will be involved in 
listening and learning: songs, stories.  Learning the colors, counting, identifying flashcards, playing educational games, 
conversations, grammar, reading/writing skills and a lot more.  Upon conclusion, of each semester, each student will be 
evaluated through testing as recommended by the Archdiocese.  First, one hears, then one understands, then one 
speaks! 

I believe that a good parent-teacher relationship is necessary for maximum school success.  By all of us working togeth-
er, we can make this another successful school year. This will enable each of us to establish procedures that enhance 
learning and contribute to a safe, orderly and positive environment. We will help every student achieve their full poten-
tial and ensure success throughout the school year.  

I am looking forward to welcoming back our old students and meeting new ones and their families.  It’ll be another 
great, beneficial and successful year for everyone.  If you have any questions regarding our Greek School Program, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Respectfully, 

Vasilia Ravaris 
Greek School Director 
vasilia@live.com   

Greek School Welcome Letter 

mailto:vasilia@live.com
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The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County 

Greek Afternoon School Registration Form 

2014 – 2015 School Year 
                                 www.greekorthodoxloudoun.org 

Registration Information: Please complete entire form. Payment in full must be 

attached, unless otherwise discussed with the Director. If you are registering more than 

one child, kindly complete a separate registration form for each child. 

If you have any questions, you may contact Vasilia Ravaris (vasilia@live.com). 

 

Student’s First and Last Name:_______________________________________________ 

Student’s First and Last Name in Greek:_______________________________________ 

Allergies: _______________________________________________________________ 

Student’s age:_______  Date of Birth: ___________________ Name Day: ___________ 

Student’s grade in school for 2014-2015 school year: ________________ 

Student’s Address:________________________________________________________ 

        _________________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Names:__________________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Home Phone: __________________Parent’s Cell Phone:__________________ 

Parent’s E-mail Address:___________________________________________________ 

 

Greek Language Information: 

Is Greek the child’s first language?     ____Yes ____ No 

Is Greek spoken at home?                   ____Yes ____ No 

Has the child attended Greek school in the past?   ____Yes ____ No 

If yes, how many years?      _______ Years 
 

Greek school classes will be offered one of the two days.   

Tuesday 5:00-6:45 p.m.  

Thursday 5:00-6:45 p.m.    

Adult Class is also offered, please inquire  

 

Payment Information:      CHECK #________ 

Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County Stewards: 

*$350 for first child plus $ 50 for Books (if do not have books from previous year) 

*$300 for each additional child plus $ 50 for Books (if do not have books from previous year) 

Non-Stewards: 

*$550 for each child plus $ 50 for Books (if do not have books from previous year) 

 

Make checks payable to the Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County, please write 

“Greek School” in Memo section. Please address all registrations to: 

The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County 

Attention: Vasilia Ravaris, Greek School Director 

21580 Atlantic Boulevard, Bldg D, Unit 160, Dulles, VA 20166  
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Greek Afternoon School of Loudoun County 

           2014-2015   
Dates/Time   Tuesday      5:00 – 6:45 p.m. or  

Thursday 5:00 – 6:45 p.m. 
   

September 30   First Day of Class – Tues. Students 

 

October 2    First Day of Class – Thurs. Students 

 

October 7   Agiasmo/Blessing (Father George) - Tues. Students 

 

October 9   Agiasmo/Blessing (Father George) - Thurs. Students 

 

November 25, 27  No Classes; Thanksgiving 

 

December 14 (TBD)  Christmas Program  

 

December 23, 25, 30 & No Classes; Christmas Break 

January 1 

 

January 6   Vasilopita Blessing/Cutting (Father George) 

  

January 8   Vasilopita Blessing/Cutting (Father George)  

 

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Sponsoring Fellowship Hour  

 

March 13   Salutation of the Theotokos (Xairetismoi) Participation 

  

March 22   Greek Independence Day Program 

    After Divine Liturgy 

 

March 31   No Classes; Loudoun County Spring Break 

April 2 

    

April 7, 9   No Classes; Holy Week 

 

May 12   Last Class for Tues. Students 

 

May 14   Last Class for Thurs. Students 

 

May 17  Graduation (Certificates and Awards Distributed); 

  Sponsoring Fellowship Hour 
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 ORDER OF AHEPA 

 ΜΟΛΩΝ ΛΑΒΕ CHAPTER 542 
 

Ashburn, VA 
Est. 23 December 2013 

 

OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT 
   Nick Spyros  

   nlspyros@yahoo.com  
   (703) 357-7367 

VICE PRESIDENT 
   Dean Economou 
    deaneconomou@ymail.com  
   (703) 597-4652 

SECRETARY 
   Hal Hallett 

   hal.hallett@verizon.net 
   (202) 557-1387 

TREASURER 
   Mike Hadjimichael 

   mike.hadjimichael@gmail.com  
   (831) 915-0163 

CHAPLAIN 
   Alex Kangelaris 

CAPT. OF THE GUARD 
   Robert Blair 
SENTINEL 
   Paul Orphanides 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 
   Bill Caras 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
   Vasilios N. Fotopoulos, Chairman  
   Bill Caras 
   Bill Lagadinos  
   Benjamin Conrey 

  
PAST SUPREME LODGE 

 

PAST DISTRICT LODGE 

Bill Caras, Governor* 
 

 

COMMITTEES 
 

Membership Committee 
Dean Economou 

Scholarship Committee 
Vasilis Fotopoulos 

Fundraising Committee 
Dean Economou 
Ben Conrey 

Athletics Committee 
Dimitris Stratakos 

Raffle Committee 
Bill Lagadinos 

Communications Committee 
Andrew Kaffes 

Nominating Committee 
Dimitri Stratakos, Chair 
Robert Blair 
Alex Kangelaris 

Sick/Visitation Committee 
Vasilis Fotopoulos 
Dean Economou 
 

 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
Vasilis Fotopoulos 2013-14  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 

Brother AHEPANS and friends, 

 

September is the inaugural meeting of a new administration of our Μολών Λαβέ 

Chapter 542.  Our newly elected officers of Dean Ecomonou, continuing as Vice 

President, Hal Hallett as Secretary, Mike Hadjimichael as Treasurer, and me as your 

President, have large shoes to fill from prior administration’s herculean efforts and 

exemplary track record in establishing and growing our Chapter.  It is with no small feat 

that our Chapter was featured in the article describing the annual event honoring 

Hellenic American heroes during the Memorial Day Holiday at Arlington National 

Cemetery.  Additionally, it is with unprecedented success that our Chapter was voted 

Chapter of the Year.  These honors are attributed to the efforts of all of us, but 

especially to the efforts of Brother Dean Economou who spearheaded our involvement 

with the wreath laying at Arlington National Cemetery for our Chapter and the 

herculean efforts engaged by Brother Vasilis Fotopoulos in establishing our Chapter 

and leading us as its initial President.  I am honored to be a member of the Μολών 

Λαβέ Chapter 542 and to share this fraternal bond with all of you.  I am especially 

proud to call Brothers Dean and Vasilis my friends and I will rely upon their guidance 

and advice during this current administrative term. 

 

We will have a number of new initiatives that we will seek to lay the groundwork for 

implementation in subsequent years and to institute some initiatives this year.  In 

summary we look forward to delve deeper into exploring bingo as a fundraiser for our 

Chapter.  For our short-term success, we look to establish community outreach efforts, 

athletic endeavors and membership appreciation programs to express our gratitude to 

both our Chapter members and more expansive church members. 

 

We will look to our general membership for both ideas and participation in the goals 

that we will seek to achieve this administrative year.  I am excited and honored to work 

with and serve you. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

Nicholas Spyros 

President 

 

 

AHEPA 



Orthodox Book Club 
The Orthodox Book Club is back! This year we will be reading the book 
"Everyday Saints and Other Stories" by Archimandrite Tikhon Shev-
kunov. Here is one of the many reasons for this book choice: 

"What is so special about this spiritual book, that made it into a major 
bestseller and almost a pop phenomenon in Russia, is that it brings the 
elements of faith right where they belong: in real life. I've read many 
books about the unmatched spiritual battles of the saints from the desert 
of Egypt or other elders from similarly remote places of the earth, and I 
was very moved and strengthened in my faith by all of them. At the same 
time, however, they sometimes felt far away, foreign, inapplicable to our 
decaying secular life. Archmandrite Tikhon's stories uncover very similar 
battles but in the much more familiar battleground of our hometowns, 
showing us what we already knew, but somewhat forgot, that all great 
saints, before becoming so great, started their lives just as ordinary folks, 
like you and me." (from Fr. Vasile Tudora's review of this book at 
http://dialogues.stjohndfw.info/2012/11/everyday-saints) 

We will be meeting on the first and third Friday of each month at 6 pm. 
Our first meeting will be on Friday, October 3. For more information, 
please contact Ana Balan at ahnonay15@gmail.com. This is a good time 
for new members to join our group! 

In Christ, 

Ana Balan 

Book Club Coordinator 

ahnonay15@gmail.com  

We look forward to all our brothers joining us for our Men's Bible Study.  
We meet on the first and third Tuesday's of the month at our church 
from 7pm-8:30 pm.  Our next meetings are October 7 and October 21.  
This Fall we are reading the Book of Romans.  Please stop by and join us.  
For more information, please contact Father George at              
frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com or Nick Spyros at nlspyros@yahoo.com. 

Nick Spyros 

nlspyros@yahoo.com   

Men’s Bible Study 
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Philoptochos 
We extend a warm welcome to all ladies and prospective members to 
another season of the ladies of the Philoptochos.  We thank everyone 
who came out on Saturday, September 6th for our first Taverna Night.  It 
was a true celebration of community, friendship, dancing and laughter.  
A very special thank you to the ladies on the committee.  They worked 
diligently through the summer to ensure a successful event.  Thank yous 
are in order for the parishioners who helped put together our food plates 
as well.  This event would not have been possible without their time and 
efforts. 

We delivered $620 in gift cards to the LAWS fundraiser.  It will help 
those families who are victims of abuse.  Thank you to all who contribut-
ed to this worthy cause. 

As always, we meet the first Sunday of every month immediately follow-
ing church.  Come and join us! 

Alexis Cleveland 

President Ladies Philoptochos 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/philoptochos.html  

http://dialogues.stjohndfw.info/2012/11/everyday-saints
mailto:ahnonay15@gmail.com
mailto:ahnonay15@gmail.com
mailto:frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com
mailto:nlspyros@yahoo.com
mailto:nlspyros@yahoo.com
http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/philoptochos.html
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PAREA 
With God's grace, our PAREA gathered together again after the summer 

months to share true fellowship and friendship.   

PAREA would like to thank Father George for the wonderful presenta-

tion of the icon of Agios Artemios to our church.  This icon was given to 

us by Archimandritis Angelos, the priest of Agios Artemios in Athens, 

Greece.  This icon was a gift of gratitude to our parish and to all who 

contributed to our bake sale.  The priest also handed me numerous 

blessed icons to bring back to the States for each and every baker who 

contributed their time and talent to our first ever bake sale.  The icons he 

gave me are of Agios Gerasimos and mostly of Agia 

Matrona.  Archimandritis Angelos and the Philoptochos president Mrs. 

M. Lambropoulou told me that with our donation they would be able to 

"Feed The Hungry" for two months.  You have their wholehearted grati-

tude! 

I was approached by several of our wonderful PAREA bakers with an 

enthusiastic request to establish an annual tradition for our blessed Min-

istry.  So, every May we will be having our annual bake sale.  The cash 

collected will be our offering to "Feed The Hungry".   

We thank our Lord and our Most Holy blessed Theotokos for allowing us 

to gather around our PAREA table again, break bread and share our 

stories together in health and unity. We are a family!  PAREA is always 

ready to welcome new family members every first Tuesday of the month, 

so come and join us!  For October, we will be gathering at the Mediterra-

nean Breeze in Ashburn. 

With my deepest gratitude to all, 

Marina Blair 

PAREA Chair 

blairmarina@gmail.com  

571-969-9234  

Parishioners enjoying the September PAREA meal at Mimi’s Café. 

mailto:blairmarina@gmail.com
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Member in the Spotlight — Dimitrios Stratakos  

Where are you from (in the U.S. and your roots in Greece or else-

where)?  

I was born in Arlington, Virginia. My mom, Kathy, and her side of the 

family are from Athens, and my dad, George, and his side of the family 

are from Sparta.  

Who is in your family?  

 Dad: George Stratakos  

 Step-Dad: Dave Sparkman 

 Mom: Kathy Sparkman  

 Step-Mom: Jami Rankin 

 Sister: Bailey Stratakos 

 Uncle: Nondas Stratakos 

 Uncle: Steve Tsamouras 

 Uncle: Niko Kastrenopoulos 

 Cousin: Billy Stratakos 

 Grandma: Christina Kastrenopoulos 

 Grandma: Maria Stratakos 

 Grandpa: Anestis Kastrenopoulos 

 Grandpa: Billy Stratakos 

What are your interests/hobbies? 

My interests/hobbies include exercising, soccer, football, basketball, pho-

tography, dance, and volunteering at Church events. 

How did you come to our Parish? 

Growing up, I attended St. Katherine’s. The year I turned 15 in 2006, I 

heard about a parish opening up in Loudoun County. So I did my research 

on the new parish and as time went on I slowly transitioned toward this 

Church, and from then on to this day I have been a member of GOPLC, 

and proud of it. 

What aspects or ministries of our Parish are you involved with? 

I am the coach for the GOYA boys’ basketball team, the sports director for 

AHEPA, and will soon be playing adult basketball for AHEPA. 

What other activities are you involved with? 

I play in an adult soccer league every Sunday at the Dulles Sportsplex. 

What are your hopes for the future of our Parish?  

I hope and pray that as a parish representing Loudoun County, our Lord 

gives us the strength, wisdom and guidance to continually work together 

to further expand our parish and to one day have our own foundation 

with a name for our Church. 

What have you enjoyed most about our Parish? 

Throughout my years as a member of GOPLC, I have enjoyed all of the 

Church events (Taste of Greece, Taverna Night, Christmas Pageant, and 

Greek Festival). I hope we continue these events, and bring more ideas to 

the table. 

 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/newsletter.html
mailto:christine.poulias@gmail.com
mailto:gregjoiner@gmail.com
mailto:frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com
mailto:liaecon@comcast.net
mailto:porphanides@myselectproperties.com

