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11th Sunday of Matthew

“The ultimate weakness of violence is that it is a descending spiral, 
begetting the very thing it seeks to destroy. 
Instead of diminishing evil, it multiplies it.
Through violence you may murder the liar, 
but you cannot murder the lie, nor establish the truth. 
Through violence you may murder the hater, 
but you do not murder hate. 
In fact, violence merely increases hate. 
So it goes. 
Returning violence for violence multiplies violence, 
adding deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars. 
Darkness cannot drive out darkness: 
only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.”
(Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.)

Beloved, I offer this passage from the writings of Dr. King as an
antidote to the recent events in Charlottesville. Dr. King lived and died by
the truths reflected in this extraordinary statement against violence. Were
he with us today, I believe he would not waver one inch from his loyalty
to non-violent protest against societal evils and injustices. As for Neo-
Nazis, the KKK and white supremacists, anyone familiar with the history
of Greek immigrants and other minorities in this country, knows why no
Orthodox Christian could possibly condone the conduct of these hate
filled groups. Yet, Dr. King is right in insisting, that the only way to defeat
these failed and sick ideologies, is through the path of love and peaceful
protest. Violence is never justified, and in our country should never be an
acceptable path to resolving conflicts. Truly, my beloved parishioners and
friends, I fear and denounce anyone who for any reason is willing to injure
a fellow human being, created in the image and likeness of God. Consider
this: if the slave owner could only have seen his slave as an icon of the
living God, he would have embraced his brother/sister as a fellow creature
loved by the Father, and for whom the Son lived, died and resurrected. I
find it ironic, that slave owners were, for the most part, Christians who
compelled slaves to adopt their religion. (Continued on the back page)



EPISTLE READING : St. Paul's First Letter to the 
Corinthians 9:2-12
Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my
defense to those who would examine me. Do we not have the right
to our food and drink? Do we not have the right to be accompanied
by a sister as wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the
Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right
to refrain from working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his

GOSPEL READING : The Gospel According to 
Matthew 18:23-35
The Lord said this parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to
him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and
children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the
servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 'Lord, have patience

own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a
flock without getting some of the milk? Do I say this on human authority? Does not
the law say the same? For it is written in the law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle
an ox when it is treading out the grain." Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does
he not speak entirely for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the
plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of a share in the
crop. If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap your
material benefits? If others share this rightful claim upon you, do not we still more?
Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather
than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ.

with me, and I will pay you everything.' And out of pity for him the lord of that
servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he went
out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and
seizing him by the throat he said, 'Pay what you owe.' So his fellow servant fell
down and besought him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' He refused
and went and put him in prison till he should pay the debt. When his fellow
servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said
to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you besought me;
and should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?'
And in anger his lord delivered him to the torturers, till he should pay all his debt.
So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart."

ORTHODOX BOOK CLUB – Due to summer vacations, the Orthodox
Book Club will hold off its meetings for the summer and will resume its
meetings in September.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
August 20, 2017

Parishioner statements were sent last week. Please contact Lia
Economou, Office Manager, if you did not receive your statement or
have any questions: liaecon@comcast.net. We thank all
parishioners for their stewardship payments and donations made
throughout the year.

Contact Ron Baldinger, Stewardship Chair, with your stewardship and pledge
questions: ron.baldinger@gmail.com. Help us receive over 100 pledges for 2017!

PAREA (Our Company of Friends) – God willing,
we will be gathering again around our PAREA's table
on Tuesday, September 5th at Mimi's Cafe. Have a
blessed and safe summer! Marina (703-349-1842)

Congratulations to the new GOYA Officers for 2017-2018. 
We wish them the best of luck in their endeavors to support their 
church and its community. And they are: 
Presidents: Lizzie Emch & Luke Kendrat
Vice President: Christina Kendrat
Secretary: Alexandros Kouiroukidis
Treasurer: Paris Economou
Historian: Millie Morris
Public Relations: Maria Mantalvanos

Annual Parish Picnic, Sat. Aug. 26
12:00-3:00pm

Ashburn Farm Windmill Pavilion
Organized by the Stewardship Committee. All parishioners are
invited! RSVP on our website or in tomorrow’s parish email.

We thank all former GOYA Officers for their accomplishments this year and wish 
all our wonderful parishioners a fantastic summer. GOYA activities will resume in 
September 2017. 



2017	Stewardship	Pledge	(ALL	PLEDGES	JANUARY‐ DECEMBER	2017)	
HOLY	APOSTLES	GREEK	ORTHODOX	CHURCH

$__________ for the year 2017 (through December 2017) 
You may pay via cash, check or online using PayPal

 Annually       Semi-annually       Quarterly       Monthly     Weekly
Name: _________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________ State: ______ Zip:______ 

E-mail: _______________________________ Phone: __________________
Your pledge is strictly confidential.
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Weekday Liturgical Schedule for August and September, 2017
Aug. 29 Beheading of St. John the Baptist (strict fast); 8:15 AM, Orthros; 9:30 
AM, Divine Liturgy
Sept. 1 Beginning of the Ecclesiastical Year; 8:15 AM, Orthros; 9:30 AM, Divine 
Liturgy
Sept. 8 Nativity of the Theotokos; 8:15 AM, Orthros; 9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy
Sept. 14 Universal Elevation of the Holy Cross (Strict Fast); 8:15 AM, Orthros; 
9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy
Sept. 16 St. Euphemia; 8:45 AM, Orthros; 10:00 AM, Divine Liturgy

(Cover message cont…) If only they could have understood that faith without works is
dead! People of faith must be heard, they must stand firm against violence and injustice,
and always speak out for peace. Otherwise, we are headed for troubled times yet
unknown, in a country that continues to sport the universal badge of exceptionalism.
Fr. George A. Alexson

Get ready for Fall!  
Get involved in our church! 

It will change your life.
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