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Greek Orthodox Parish 

of Loudoun County 

A Message from Father George Alexson 

Beloved Parishioners and Friends, 

On the weekend of October 29 – 30th, we will gather as a parish family to celebrate the Tenth Anniversary of the 
founding of the Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County.  Our Spiritual Father, His Eminence, Metropolitan Evan-
gelos will join us for the festivities.  Ten years ago, His Eminence accepted the petition of the Founding Mothers and 
Fathers of our community, recognizing with them the need for a church in Loudoun, where the spiritual needs of the 
growing numbers of Orthodox faithful could be met.  We shall always be grateful to His Eminence for his love, trust, 
guidance and commitment to our ambitions and goals.   

In January 2017, I will observe my sixth anniversary as your first Presiding Priest.  It has been a privilege to work with 
the dedicated members of our community who, prior to my arrival, achieved extraordinary success in developing and 
maintaining vibrant and flourishing ministries.  Indeed, I was quite amazed by the level of organization and sense of 
purpose that I found here.  To have helped preserve, expand, and further develop this system of administration and 
ministry has been a source of great happiness for me.  Truly, much has been accomplished in and by our parish com-
munity.  Much, however, remains to be done. 

I confess to you, my dear parishioners, that one of the most difficult aspects of ministering to our parish has been the 
lack of a Patron Saint.  In my forty seven years of service to the church, this is a first for me.  I feel the weight of the 
absence of a Patron Saint especially when I complete a Baptismal or Marriage certificate.  In both cases, I must write 
that the baptism or wedding took place in the “Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County.”  Every other parish priest 
would write-in the name of the saint for whom the church has been dedicated.  His Eminence, however, has made it 
clear to us that, in order to receive a patron saint, we must acquire a permanent home for our parish.  What this 
means is, that while we have accomplished much, we are still incomplete in the sense of a permanent, secure and 
lasting home from where we can witness to our Faith. 

For this reason, I am delighted to acknowledge here the tremendous achievements our Building Committee has 
made to acquire property.  We now stand on the threshold of one of the most important decisions since our found-
ing.  Soon, the Parish Council will inform you regarding the details of a parcel of land that stands well within our 
grasp.  It will be a formidable challenge for our faithful members, but one we cannot afford to let slip away.  Much 
prayer, devotion, and steadfastness to the ultimate goal of a permanent home will be demanded from us all.  I have 
been praying since my first day with you, that our Lord will open this door for us and, that He will give us all the 
courage and means to attain and complete this vision for ourselves and all future generations of our parish.  I am 
praying with all my heart that by the time His Eminence arrives for our anniversary, we will have good news to share 
with him.  Pray with me, my beloved, that our Savior will receive and bless our petition! 

Finally, I am looking forward to the full support of all our faithful members for the Anniversary weekend, including 
the banquet on Saturday evening and the celebration of the Hierarchical Liturgy with His Eminence on Sunday.  
These will be days that God has made for us, let us make them days of rejoicing in His name!  God bless you all with 
life and good health. 

Fr. George 
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“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain” (Psalm 127:1)   



Message from the Parish Council President – Marina Blair  
“Brothers and Sisters! The all-merciful God desires 

happiness for us both in this life and in the life to 

come. To this end He established His Holy Church, 

so that she might cleanse us from sin, sanctify us, 

reconcile us with Him and give us a heavenly bless-

ing. The embrace of the Church is always open to us. 

Let us all hasten their more quickly, we whose con-

sciences are burdened. Let us hasten, and the Church 

will lift the weight of our burdens, give us boldness 

before God, and fill our hearts with happiness and 

blessedness. ” St. Nektarios of Aegina 
(sayings of the Ascetics of the Orthodox Church)  

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ!   

The words of St. Nektarios of Aegina ring in our hearts now more than 
ever.  How much we need our church in our everyday lives.  How much we 
look forward to being at church, to listen to God’s words, to be comforted, 
to find a solace for our inconsolable grievances.  How many times we come 
to church and we fall on our knees thanking our God Almighty for giving 
us the answers we were hoping and longing for.  Nothing good can happen 
in our lives without Him and there is no more gratifying road than the one 
traveled bringing us to our church. 

The Parish Council and the Future Planning Committee have unceasingly 
continued their efforts throughout the summer regarding the piece of land 
off Russell Branch Parkway.  A piece of land where with God’s grace, if 
everything goes well and with everyone’s support, we will build our church. 
Not only for our spiritual needs, but so the next generations will have a 
permanent place where the weight of their burdens will be lifted and their 
hearts will be filled with happiness and blessedness.  Our own church 
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where we will be embraced by our faith and we will be sanctified and 
receive a heavenly blessing! Obviously, we cannot do it without all of you, 
our church family. A special General Assembly (GA) will take place at our 
church October 23rd and we would like to see everyone join us for this 
tremendous and blessed occasion.  Questions will be answered and dis-
cussions will take place.  I expect that our parish will be excited and ready 
to participate in fruitful discussions and in good faith efforts that will lead 
us into the future. No property will be purchased without General Assem-
bly approval and of course the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan 
Evangelos. In the meantime, please decide to contribute to our church’s 
Building Fund.  This is the perfect time to offer your pledges. Glory to 
God! 

With God’s grace, His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos will be joining 
us, on October 29th to celebrate our 10th year anniversary with us!  We 
should all make every effort possible to honor our parish by attending this 
fabulous dinner dance at the Hilton.  Chairperson Nick Spyros and his 
awesome team have been working for months to put together this event.   
On Sunday the 30th of October we will have a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
and we would like to see all of our parishioners attend the Liturgy! 

Our New Ecclesiastical Year has started with Sunday school registration.  
All our Ministries have started their full schedules.  On October 2nd we 
had our 2nd Head of Ministries Meeting.  These meetings provide an 
excellent overview of what to expect for the rest of the year and promote 
collaboration and excellent cooperation amongst our Ministries. 

This year our Greek School will present something that has not happened 
before.  Since we will be offering Ellinomatheia and the Archdiocese cur-
ricula, we needed to restructure our Greek School.  With Father George’s 
guidance a three-person committee was established in order to reevaluate 
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the resources, check the material and much, much more.   A huge thank 
you to Elina Dimitropoulos, Ergini Martnishn and Marianne Voyages for 
taking the plunge and becoming the members of the Greek School Advi-
sory Committee (GSAC).  Athanasia Dacey and Vasilia Ravaris will contin-
ue to teach and spread the knowledge of the Greek language to our youth. 

In August our Stewardship Committee organized a great end of summer 
picnic with the fabulous support of many of our parishioners who brought 
tasty delicacies to share!  How wonderful it is to start the new year by 
sharing an afternoon with our church family!  Thanks to Lia Economou 
and the rest of the team for a job well done!  Thank you to Robert Blair for 
installing the extra tents so that there would be ample space for all of us 
to sit.  Philoptochos gathered diapers to benefit Inova Mobile Hope.  
PAREA’s table was full and blessed again after the summer hiatus, and the 
HOPE and JOY enjoyed a great first of the year meeting, while the 
GOYANs made prosfora in honor of Sophia Kangelaris’ 40 day Memorial.  
Our Orthodox Book Club started its activity again at the end of Septem-
ber. 

I consider it a great privilege to welcome two wonderful people to our 
Parish Council to fill two vacant positions.  Welcome on board Irene 
Thomas and George Mokhiber!  Your willingness and kindness to offer 
your talents and your time to the Parish is highly appreciated! 

Our next few months will be very busy for all, however, our hearts and our 
minds will continue to focus on our efforts to establish a permanent place 
for our Parish! our Scout leader!  We wish them the very best in their new 
endeavors! 

I hope that you all had a blessed summer.  Looking forward to seeing all of 
you again soon.  

Marina A. Blair 

Parish Council President 

blairmarina@gmail.com  

(703-349-1842)  
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President’s Message       continued... 

Pastoral Visit 
Fr. George made a pastoral visit to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Rigas in August.  He took the opportunity to offer Mr. Rigas, on be-
half of our parish community, a Blessed and Happy Birthday on the 
occasion of his 93rd birthday!  May our Lord bless Jim and Mary with 
good health and life! 

Boroume - Greek non-profit fighting 
malnutrition in Greece  
Dear Ms. Blair,   

As you are the Parish Council President of Greek Orthodox Parish of 
Loudoun County,  I am writing to you to bring to your attention a Greek 
non-profit called Boroume  (www.boroume.gr) whose mission is to reduce 
food waste and to fight malnutrition in Greece. Since its founding in 2012, its 
Saving & Offering Food program has provided over 9 million portions of 
food to people in need all over Greece. At the present time Boroume saves 
and offers an average of over 18,000 food portions on a daily basis. A large 
percentage of the assistance Boroume provides goes to soup kitchens that 
are run by Greek Orthodox Churches all over Greece. 

Boroume does this with a large number of volunteers, an extremely low level 
of overhead costs and by working with many companies in Greece such as 
AB Vasilopoulos (large supermarket chain), Starbucks, IKEA and Aegean 
Airlines. Due to its innovative food saving mechanism for every 1 euro of 
operational cost more than 40 portions food are saved and offered.    

Boroume’s activities are funded by private contributions and grants from 
such institutions as Stavros Niarchos Foundation, Ioannis Latsis Founda-
tion, The Hellenic Initiative and Greek America Foundation. Boroume has 
been able to attract partners in its activities by being committed to transpar-
ency and openness in its operations. It publishes its financial reports online 
and PwC has audited its operations for the fiscal year of 2014. 

In order to carry out its mission Boroume needs our help. Food insecurity in 
Greece is increasing. There are two ways to help.  Boroume has established 
“Friends of Boroume, Inc.”, a 501(c)3 organization to raise funds and support 
Boroume in the US. Donations to Friends of Boroume are tax deductible and 
100% of all funds raised go to support Boroume.  Also donations to Friends 
of Boroume can be designated to go to the “We Are Family” program where 
individual families in need are supported from donations which are used to 
purchase supermarket gift cards. Details of the program can be obtained at 
the organization’s website.  Donations can be made at: 

http://www.boroume.gr/en/support-boroume/. 

The other way to help is to purchase the new cookbook “A Taste of Greece” 
by Tatiana Blatnik which is a collection of stories and recipes from well-
known personalities from around the world who love Greece. Proceeds from 
the sale of the book will support Boroume’s activities. The Amazon link for 
the book is here. 

I wanted to make this email short so I want to conclude by asking you to 
make your community aware of our organization and how to support it. 
Also, we would very happy if you could promote our book in your newsletter 
and purchase the book for your bookstore, library or make it available for 
sale at your annual church festival. 

I am available to answer any questions you may have and to provide addi-
tional information about Boroume and “A Taste of Greece”.  You can reach 
me by email at nick.politakis1@gmail.com or at 410.657.8290.  You can also 
contact Boroume directly at info@boroume.gr or at +30 210 3237805. 

Finally, here is a link from a Vogue article on the book’s co-editor HRH 
Princess Tatiana, who discusses the reasons why she published the book and 
why she supports Boroume.  

http://www.vogue.com/13461356/princess-tatiana-of-greece/ 

Warm regards,  

Nick Politakis 

Boroume volunteer since 2013 and President of Friends of Boroume, 
Inc. featured in Greeks Gone West, a series of video vignettes the US Embas-
sy in Athens made about Greek Americans in the US.   

http://athens.usembassy.gov/greeks_gone_west2.html  

mailto:blairmarina@gmail.com
http://www.boroume.gr/en/support-boroume/
https://www.amazon.com/Taste-Greece-Recipes-Cuisine-Culture/dp/383273337X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1472203872&sr=8-1&keywords=a+taste+of+greece
http://www.vogue.com/13461356/princess-tatiana-of-greece/
http://athens.usembassy.gov/greeks_gone_west2.html
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His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey 
will be celebrating the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy in 
our Parish on Sunday, October 30th.   His visit is such 

a blessing for our beloved Parish!  Please note that 
Orthros will begin at 9:00am.  We are looking forward 

to seeing everyone on Sunday the 30th! 
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Stewardship 
It’s that time of year: time to get back into the school routine, Fall sports, and 

saying goodbye to the quieter days of summer and summer vacations.  It’s the 

same time for our church: time to welcome back families, start Sunday School 

and Greek School, and hold Ministry meetings and church events. 

It’s also time to remind families about their Stewardship commitments.  Re-

member your pledge for 2016?  Now is a good time to look at your statement 

and see if you have fulfilled that pledge or are on track to fulfill it by year-end. 

Please contact me if you are unsure. 

Our next Stewardship Sunday God-willing will be in November.  By that time, 

you should be close to fulfilling your pledge or have it fulfilled completely. Our 

church is depending on you to fulfill your Stewardship as we have budgeted for 

it this year. If for some reason you cannot, please contact me so we can have 

that confidential conversation. 

Oh no, not again! 

Last year at this time, we had almost $50,000 due in pledged Stewardship.   

This year we have over $57,000 due! That is a huge balance! Imagine hav-

ing a budget and realizing you may have a $57,000 shortfall. Let’s change that 

this year and give the money that we pledged so our church can continue its 

work…this time in the black. 

We also need the other component of Stewardship which is giving of your time 

and talents to our church. If you have younger children, help our Hope and Joy 

group.  If you have teenagers, get involved with our GOYA. For the ladies of our 

parish, there is the Philoptochos, and for the men AHEPA. If you enjoy reading, 

get involved in our Orthodox Book Club or our Choir if you enjoy singing (even 

if you don’t know Greek!). If you interested in an event such as Father-Son 

Fishing or Couples Bowling or have a new idea, the Stewardship Committee 

can always use you. Just let us know! 

We have many talents in our community. Together and with God’s grace we 

can continue the growth of our parish and the growth of our children and all 

parishioners in the Orthodox faith. 

I look forward to seeing you back at church during this Fall time of year! 

In God’s Service, 

Lia Economou 

Chair, Stewardship Committee 

liaecon@comcast.net  

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES 

Shown below is a list of individuals and families who have made their Stewardship pledge for 2016 

as of September 18.  Thank you for your financial commitment to our parish. If you have not 

submitted a pledge for 2016, please complete the pledge card in this newsletter and return it to 

the church. Questions can be directed to Lia Economou at liaecon@comcast.net. 

Dimitri and Cheryl Alexson Themis Kalaris 

Fr. George & Presv. Joanna Alexson Alex and Debbie Kangelaris 

James and Frances Apistolas Pete and Sylvia Karageorge 

Tom and Pattie Ayers Mercina Karagiorgis 

John and Kristina Ayoub Nicholas and Constantina Kass 

Vasilios Bakopanos Bill and Kathy Kendrat 

Ronald and Mina Baldinger Maria Kitromilis 

George and Karen Banks Matthew Knudson 

Alexia Blair George and Helen Kontzias 

Robert and Marina Blair Mariana Korulaki 

Tim and Diane Boone Nikolaos and Sofia Kouiroukides 

John and Penelope Broening Michael and Effie Koutsourais 

Chad and Julie Burke Helen Kyriazi 

John Canakaris Alexandra Lampros and Hal Hallett 

Bill and Smaro Caras Bret and Deinse Lansdell 

Deacon Harry and Maria Chelpon Nikoleta Lelis 

Mikhail Chelpon John and Christy Lisciandro 

Greg and Marilena Cherpes Milton and Maria Magos 

Ed and Alexis Cleveland Patrick and Eleni Malliaros-Levy 

Matthew Cleveland Angelike Maoury 

Dean and Maria Coulopoulos Pete Margaros and Kiki Georges 

Constantin and Viorica Curelaru Steve and Ergini Martnishn 

Panayiotis and Athanasia Dacey George and Debra Mokhiber 

Georgia Dimitras Olivia Morris 

Aristos and Anna Dimitriou Veldon and Maria Newtson 

Art Dimopoulos Paul and Lisa Orphanides 

Craig and Marianna Dodson Panayiotis (Peter) and Cynthia Panagopoulos 

Elda Dodson Maria V. Pappas 

David and Susan Dorn Jonathan and Janet Perezous 

John and Maria Drapas Jerry and Helen Pollatos 

Dean and Lia Economou Pete Pontikis 

Paris Economou Terry and Christine Poulias 

Vasilis and Joan Fotopoulos Despina Psomiades 

Ms. Frehiwot Vladimir and Galina Repin 

Cookie Freire James and Mary Rigas 

Gary and Lillian Funk Thomas and Elpida Skuce 

Evelyn Gacis Jeff and Cynthia Smith 

John and Patricia Galanis Constantine Sofologis 

John and Patti George Nicholas and Liba Spyros 

Anthony and Carol Georgelas Paul Spyros 

Angeline Gillas Sarah Spyros 

Juan and Ioanna Gisone Stavros Stephanakis 

Jim and Cynthia Glakas Moska Stratis 

Nick Grivas Dwaine and Irene Thomas 

Michael and Eleni Hadjimichael Peter Thomas 

Rick Haylor Angelo and Anna Tjoumas 

Alissa Iatridis Maria Tsapos 

Andreas and Sharon Ioanou Lou Turilli 

Nicholas and Asha Ioanou Todd and Ava Walter 

Neil, Alexandra, and Christopher Jesuele Maria Zangos 

Greg and Ashley Joiner Nicholas and Carol Zangos 

Andrew and Vasiliki Kaffes Christos Zirps 
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3rd Annual Parish Picnic 
Thank you to the Stewardship Committee for planning another successful 
parish picnic!  The picnic was held on Sunday, August 28 at the Ashburn Farm 
Windmill Pavilion and close to 80 people attended. The kids enjoyed playing 
on the playground and in the sports field while the adults enjoyed fellowship 
(and shade!) under the pavilion and tents. 

Thank you to the Committee members for donating items to set up and serve 
the food, and for preparing the pavilion area and cleaning up. Thank you also 
to our parishioners who brought additional dishes and drinks. A good time 
was had by all and it was a wonderful way to celebrate the end of summer. 

In God’s Service, 

Lia Economou 

Chair, Stewardship Committee 

liaecon@comcast.net  

mailto:liaecon@comcast.net
mailto:liaecon@comcast.net
mailto:liaecon@comcast.net


 

Circle areas of expertise or 
interest: 

 

Youth Groups and Classes 
Hope & Joy 

GOYA 
Greek Dance Instruction 

Greek School 
Sunday School  

 
Groups and Ministries 

AHEPA 
Altar Service 
Bible Study 

Choir 
Ladies Philoptochos 
Orthodox Book Club  
PAREA lunch group 
Parish Newsletter 

Social Events 
Stewardship Committee 

Visiting Elderly 
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Top Left: Stewardship Committee Members at the 2016 Parish Picnic; Others: Parishioners enjoying the picnic.  
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In Pursuit of Land 

We are working to pursue a 6.3-acre parcel of land along Russell Branch 
Parkway, which is located down the road from Top Golf in Ashburn. 
Currently, the purchase price for the parcel is $1.8 million.  

We do have a signed Letter of Intent, which is non-binding, with the 
seller of the property. This is an exciting development. However, we still 
have to work out a formal agreement with the seller, which is not a giv-
en. Should a formal agreement be reached, a 120-day study period will be 
conducted to vet the land. 

With God’s Grace, and with deep gratitude to donors of the GOPLC 
Memorial Building Fund, we are in a position to grant serious considera-
tion to purchase the Russell Branch property.  To date, our Building 
Fund stands at: 

 $300,001.54  – Cash  

 $127,918.00 – Pledges  

 $427,919.54 – Total cash and pledges 

We are blessed and grateful to be at this impressive point in our capital 
campaign.  However, we have fundraising goals to meet in order to se-
cure financing to purchase the land; let alone the ability to hire the prop-
er engineering, architecture, and construction firms needed. There will 
also be proffers (fees to the county) that are associated with the property 
for road improvement of Russell Branch Pkwy. as well as for our own 
building footprint on the property. 

To be successful, we will need the true sacrifice of all our stewards and 
friends. Every member of the parish will have the opportunity and privi-
lege to participate in this historic and vital project. 

 In justice, we seek gifts of equal sacrifice, not equal amounts. 

Future Planning Committee 
Only you can measure the abundance of blessings you have received and 
are able to return in time, talent and treasure for God’s work as we unite 
to continue the mission of Jesus Christ through the Greek Orthodox 
Parish of Loudoun County.  

Finally, rest assured, this property, or any property for that matter, will 
not be purchased without General Assembly approval or the blessing of 
His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos. 

For details, or for a Building Fund pledge form, please see Andrew Kaffes 
or Paul Orphanides, our FPC Co-chairs.  
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Sunday School 
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Dear GOPLC Parishioners and Friends,  

“Religious education is both a privilege and a necessity within the life of 

our Holy Orthodox Church. It is a privilege in that it involves instruction in 

the doctrines of our saving Orthodox Christian faith. It is a necessity be-

cause it helps develop a strong foundation so that our children are able to 

make the right choices in today’s highly complex world” 

All of us in our Greek Orthodox Community of Loudoun County, we realize 

Orthodoxy is a way of life and that we must preserve and share it with the 

young people of our parish. We are called to express our identity as Ortho-

dox Christians by practicing a Christian Orthodox life the way it has 

been passed down to us from our Lord, Jesus Christ, through the 

Apostles and Holy Fathers, and preserved by our great Grandparents, 

grandparents and parents. We must maintain our faith that offers more 

than 2000 years of worship, wisdom, experience and witness. Our Sunday 

school program at GOPLC strives to keep this faith alive for our children. 

Our program based on the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Sunday school 

curriculum, developed and enriched by our Sunday school teachers, pro-

vides an environment which enables our youth to be educated in all as-

pects of our faith, from the time they enter Sunday School as preschoolers 

until the time they graduate. Our GOPLC Sunday program encompasses 

Scripture, Holy Tradition, Worship, Hymnology and Discipleship to help 

students more fully participate in the Divine Liturgy, the Sacraments, and 

the life of the Church. To enhance the lessons, we have many exciting Cur-

riculum Enrichment Activities that will deepen the students’ knowledge 

and will teach them to become active participants in our Holy Orthodox 

Church. Two examples are a) the Children’s Choir/Music Program and the 

Children’s performing group; b) this year we will offer sessions during 

which all parishioners will have the opportunity to listen to Father George 

explaining “how to behave in church.”         

                                                                                                                                  

We are sincerely excited about the new Sunday School year, and I would 

personally like to thank our wonderful and dedicated teachers for their 

commitment and hard work in preparing meaningful lessons each week. 

Also, I would like to thank the parents for entrusting us with your precious 

children.  Mrs. Denise Lansdell, our Sunday School Program coordinator, 

and I will always be open to your thoughts and ideas, and we welcome your 

involvement in the Sunday School Department. Our children look up to us 

for guidance. Together we must provide our children the opportunity for 

spiritual growth and development, which will help guide them 

throughout their lives.                                                                    

In Him,  

Ergini Martnishn (ergini@aol.com) 

Sunday School Director 

Greek School 
Ellinomatheia offering! 

We are thrilled to have the opportunity and blessing at the Greek Ortho-

dox Church of Loudoun to offer classes to prepare students for the exams 

of Ellinomatheia. Ellinomatheia refers to the exams of different levels of 

the Greek language knowledge and it is a program/measure set by the 

University of Thessaloniki, Greece. Once a candidate passes the exams 

for the particular level that he/she was tested on, a certificate of attain-

ment in the particular level of the Greek language knowledge is provided 

to the student.  These certificates can serve as a waiver for a foreign lan-

guage credit at many colleges and universities. Exams for the different 

levels take place at St. Katherine's church testing center for the en-

tire metropolitan area once a year, during the month of May. Current-

ly there are 6 levels: A1(ages 8-12 years old) or A1 for teenagers and 

adults, A2, B1, B2, C1 and C2.  Students that are interested to prepare and 

take the exams of Ellinomatheia can call Athanasia at: 571-261-2297, or e-

mail her at: sdacey@comcast.net with any questions. Preparing for the 

test and depending on the level and needs of each student, appropriate 

studying time periods are required, so please inquire as soon as you 

know that you will be taking the May 2017 test. 

Greek School Advisory 
Committee (GSAC)  
It is with great enthusiasm and pleasure that we announce the establish-

ment of our GOPLC Greek School Advisory Committee which took place 

during a related meeting on September 9, 2016. Taking into considera-

tion recent scientific developments, Greek language learners' needs as 

well as requirements in the realm of Greek language teaching, Father 

George, Marina Blair and Nick Kass asked Elina Dimitropoulos, Mari-

anne Voyages and Ergini Martnishn to form an Advisory Committee 

which will provide guidance and support to our Greek School. 

As Father explained, seconded by Marina and Nick, during our Septem-

ber 9 meeting, our GOPLC Greek Language School has reached a stage 

according to which a Greek School Advisory Committee is necessary to 

assist our School's staff create a comprehensive plan for our students' 

improvement.  Mrs. Vasilia Ravaris and Athanasia Dacey have done a 

superb job throughout the years and we are determined to help them 

move forward to the next level focusing on establishing educational goals 

and policies which will directly respond to the contemporary educational 

requirements.  It is with GSAC plans to ensure that the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese Curricula of the Modern Greek as well 

as ELLINOMATHEIA, are offered to our GOPLC students. 

All meetings are open to our GOPLC members; the agenda and minutes 

are available upon request. Everyone is welcome. Please help us direct 

the future of our School, our Youth, our Church and Community! 

Thank you for your love, care and support to our newly created Greek 

School Advisory Committee (GSAC). 

Ergini Martnishn 

Member of GSAC  

mailto:ergini@aol.com
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The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County 

Greek Afternoon School Registration Form 

2016 – 2017 School Year 
                                 www.greekorthodoxloudoun.org 

Registration Information: Please complete entire form. Payment in full 

must be attached, unless otherwise discussed with the Director. If you are registering 

more than one child, kindly complete a separate registration form for each child.  Upon 

receipt of registration form, you will receive a confirmation via email or phone call from 

the Director regarding level placement, day of class and books. 

You may also contact her at: vasilia@live.com. 

 

Student’s First and Last Name:_______________________________________________ 

Student’s First and Last Name in Greek:_______________________________________ 

Allergies: _______________________________________________________________ 

Student’s age:_______  Date of Birth: ___________________ Name Day: ___________ 

Student’s grade in school for 2016-2017 school year: ________________ 

Student’s Address:________________________________________________________ 

        _________________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Names:__________________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Home Phone: __________________Parent’s Cell Phone:__________________ 

Parent’s E-mail Address:___________________________________________________ 

 

Greek Language Information: 

Is Greek the child’s first language?     ____Yes ____ No 

Is Greek spoken at home?                   ____Yes ____ No 

Has the child attended Greek school in the past?   ____Yes ____ No 

If yes, how many years?      _______ Years 
 

Greek school classes will be offered one of the two days, starting in October.   

Tuesday 5:00-6:45 p.m. (October 4th) 

Thursday 5:00-6:45 p.m. (October 6th) 

Adult Class is also offered, please inquire.  

 

Payment Information:      CHECK #________ 

Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County Stewards: 

*$350 for first child plus $ 50 for Books  

*$300 for each additional child plus $ 50 for Books  

Non-Stewards: 

*$550 for each child plus $ 50 for Books  

Make checks payable to the Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County, please write 

“Greek School” in Memo section. Please address all registrations to: 

The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County 

Attention: Vasilia Ravaris, Greek School Director 

21580 Atlantic Boulevard, Bldg D, Unit 160, Dulles, VA 20166 
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Hope and Joy Begins a New School Year 
We had a great turn out on Friday, September 16! We were especially 

blessed to be joined by Father George, who delighted our children by 

explaining the various contributions to our church of the Saints 

whose icons we colored.  He then expanded our knowledge of our 

individual Patron Saints by conducting a question-answer discussion 

with all the children.  A wonderful, enlightening time was had by all! 

We are excited to join forces with Philoptochos and GOYA during 

this Thanksgiving season. Thanks to those who came to our October 

14th meeting and brought items for the Thanksgiving Food Drive.  

It is not too late to sign your children up for Hope & Joy! Please see 

the registration form below and consider signing your children up 

today! Completed forms can be emailed back to either Ashley 

(ashleydjoiner@gmail.com) Ava (avamwalter@gmail.com) or 

brought to church & given directly to either director. 

We are looking very forward to another enjoyable, blessed year! 

With Love in Christ,  

Ashley Joiner & Ava Walter 

Hope and Joy Co-Directors 

Creating life-long memories and lasting friendships  

Father George expanding our spiritual knowledge  

The children hung on to every word Father shared! 

mailto:ashleydjoiner@gmail.com
mailto:avamwalter@gmail.com
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2016-2017 Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County HOPE/JOY (ages 5-11) Registration Form 

There is a $25 registration fee for the 1st child – add $20 for each additional child. This fee covers material 

costs for crafts, supplies and snacks. Please make checks payable to the Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun 

County.  

 

Mother’s Name: _____________________________________________  

Home Phone: _________________________ Cell Phone: _________________________  

Email Address: _________________________  

 

Father’s Name: _____________________________________________ 

 Home Phone: _________________________ Cell Phone: _________________________  

Children’s address: _____________________________________________  

_____________________________________________  

 

First Child’s Name: _____________________________________________ Age: ________  

Date of Birth: _____________________  

Food Allergies: _____________________________________________  

Other Allergies: _____________________________________________ 

 

Third Child’s Name: _____________________________________________ Age: ________  

Date of Birth: _____________________  

Food Allergies: _____________________________________________  

Other Allergies: _____________________________________________ 

 

 

Fourth Child’s Name: _____________________________________________ Age: ________  

Date of Birth: _____________________  

Food Allergies: _____________________________________________  

Other Allergies: _____________________________________________ 



Page 15 The Light  To Φως 

If parent cannot be reached in case of emergency, contact:  

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 Phone: _______________________________  

Family Doctor: _____________________________________________ 

 Phone: _____________________________________________  

 

Waiver of Liability I give my children (listed on reverse side) permission to participate in the Greek 

Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County ministries. I waive the right to any legal action against the directors, or 

the Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County for any injury sustained as a result of my children’s 

participation in these programs. I understand that I am enrolling my children in a program that may involve 

physical activity (including but not limited to playgrounds, jumping on a moonbounce and playing sports) 

and have agreed that my children are in good physical condition and do not suffer from any disability, 

including but not limited to any allergy, that would prevent or limit their participation in these programs. 

Medical Release I give permission for any and all medical attention to be administered to my children 

(listed on reverse side) in the event of accident, injury, sickness, etc., under the direction of the physician 

listed above or any necessary emergency facility, until such time as I may be contacted. I also assume the 

responsibility for the payment of any such treatment. Photo Release I give full rights to the HOPE/JOY 

ministries and its directors to use photos and video images of me or my children to use for promotional 

purposes of the HOPE and JOY ministries. Photos and video may be displayed in the church building or used 

in brochures, websites, advertisements, and other promotional material created by the HOPE and JOY 

ministries. I CONSENT TO THE EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION AND VENUE FOR ALL DISPUTES TO THE COURTS OF 

VIRGINIA AND IN LOUDOUN COUNTY AND SUCH JURISDICTION AND VENUE EXTEND BEYOND MERE 

CONFLICTS OF LAWS PROVISIONS. I HAVE READ, AND I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE TO THE ABOVE STATED 

WAIVER OF LIABILITY, MEDICAL AND PHOTO RELEASES. I UNDERSTAND THAT THERE MUST BE A 

DESIGNATED RESPONSIBLE ADULT WITH EACH CHILD AT ALL HOPE AND JOY MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES.  

 

Parent’s Signature: __________________________________________________________  

 

Parent’s Printed Name: __________________________________________________________  

 

Date: ______________________ 



GOYA                                          
Wishing all our GOYAns a blessed and successful year!  

I hope you all had a great start for the new school year! We are geared to 

commence an exciting calendar of events packed with opportunities that will 

allow us to grow spiritually, reach out to our community, raise funds for the 

Church Building Fund and have fun.  

Fr. George opened our events of this year by meeting our GOYAns the day 

before they returned back to school and offered them wealth of infor-

mation and guidance on the subject of LGBT. Over eighteen GOYAns at-

tended and a few parents as well. My modest summary of Fr. George’s 

presentation was as follows: After defining what a “sin” is, Fr. George ad-

vised the GOYAns not to condemn those who are confused about their 

sexual identity. We have to leave that judgment to our Lord and our job is 

to pray for those who are lost. Thank you Fr. George for the amazing effort 

you put in your research, presentations and your interest in the healthy 

growth of our youth.  

The GOYAns met on a Saturday to make Prosfora in honor of Kyria Sophia 

Kangelaris’ 40 Day Memorial. She was the one who demonstrated the 

Prosforo making in front of the GOYAns just a few days before she became 

ill. May her memory be eternal. 

On Sunday, September 11th, Fr. George blessed the newly elected GOYA 

Officers. He applauded them on their outstanding endeavors and wished 

them continued success. 

GOYA will start its fundraising efforts to benefit the Church Building Fund 

with the “Baby Bottle Drive”. On October 2nd, bottles were handed out by 

our GOYAns to all parishioners to fill up with loose coins (checks are wel-

come too!!) and return to church by October 30th.  

Mr. John Canakaris, our Sunday school teacher, will be our guest speaker 

on October 16th and will share with our GOYAns his spiritual journey and 

life lessons he acquired so far.  We will continue with our guest speaker 

series as Mr. Giannis Maryietis plan on speaking to our youth about the 

challenges a young orthodox person may have in our society. Mr. Bret 

Landsfell including others in the works will also be among the speaker 

series for the GOYAns this year.  We will continue to invite guest speakers 

from inside and outside our parish to share their knowledge with our 

GOYAns throughout the year. Please let any of the GOYA Advisors know of 

anyone who might be interested in speaking to our GOYAns in the future. 

To conclude our Fall Fundraiser, our GOYAns and their parents will raffle 

five glass jars with different themes: Spiritual, Sport/Entertainment, Beau-

ty/Spa, Comfy & Cozy, Ice cream/baking. This Fundraiser is organized to 

benefit the Church Building Fund and Teen Cancer America – 

www.teencanceramerica.org. The sale of the tickets will start on November 

13th and the drawing of the winners will be on November 20th during the 

Coffee Hour in the church hallway.  

As always, we thank you for your continued support of our efforts to bene-

fit our church and its community.  

Sincerely,  

Sofia Kouiroukidis (kkouirouk@gmail.com),                                           

Lillian Funk, and Christy Lisciandro  

GOYA Advisors 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/goya.html  

Page 16 The Light  To Φως 

Prosfora Making by GOYA in honor of Kyria Sophia 

Kangelaris’ 40 Day Memorial  

Blessing of Newly Elected GOYA Officers by Fr. George 

Fr. George’s Talk with the GOYAns before the start of the 

school year 

http://www.teencanceramerica.org
mailto:kkouirouk@gmail.com
http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/goya.html
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Orthodox Book Club 
Our New Book is The Mountain of Silence  

by Kyriacos C. Markides  

Orthodox Bookclub has selected a new book for this 

Fall, The Mountain of Silence, by Kyriacos C. 

Markides. We are scheduled to meet every other Fri-

day at 5:30PM at the church.  

The author follows Father Maximos, one of Mount 

Athos’s monks, to the troubled island of Cyprus. As 

Father Maximos establishes churches, convents, and 

monasteries in this deeply divided land, Markides is 

awakened anew to the magnificent spirituality of the 

Greek Orthodox Church. The depth and richness of its spiritual message 

echo the thoughts and writings of Saint Francis of Assisi and other great 

saints of the Church as well. The result is a remarkable work–a moving, 

profoundly human examination of the role and the power of spirituality in 

a complex and confusing world. 

Please contact Sofia Kouiroukidis at kkouirouk@gmail.com if you are inter-

ested in joining.  

Sofia Kouiroukidis 

Book Club Coordinator 

Philoptochos 
I hope everyone is rested and ready for another productive season.  We 

are getting ready for our Thanksgiving Spanakopita, Tiropita and Baklava 

Sale.  We plan to bake on Saturday, October 22, November 5th and No-

vember 12th,  from 8AM to 4PM.  We would love for you to join us for 

fellowship and fun as we prepare our pitas.  Pick up will be on Saturday, 

November 19th and Sunday, November 20th. 

Looking ahead, Hope & Joy will be joining us as we sponsor Thanksgiving 

Bags for Loudoun Interfaith Relief.  The bags will help families in need 

celebrate the holiday with food on their tables.  Details will be listed on 

our website as well as in our bulletin.  Please plan on putting together a 

bag for us. 

Our next meeting will be a dinner meeting at OPA Mezze Grill in Ash-

burn on Monday, October 17th at 6:30 PM.  Join us as we prepare for our 

upcoming visit by Metropolitan Evangelos.   

We look forward to another successful year! 

Alexis Cleveland 

President Ladies Philoptochos 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/philoptochos.html  

mailto:kkouirouk@gmail.com
mailto:t.poulias@outlook.com
http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/philoptochos.html
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PAREA 
Beloved PAREA family! 

With God’s grace our PAREA gathered again after the summer hiatus for 

another wonderful luncheon!  We were all very excited to share a meal 

together and exchange our summer stories.  We celebrated Birthdays and 

Name days!   

Our November PAREA will take place on Thursday, November 10th, at 

11:30 at Delia’s.  God willing, this coming December our PAREA will be 

blessed to celebrate 5 years of existence!!  

As the weather changes and the leaves begin to turn, please consider com-

ing to join our PAREA.  No fees or dues are required.  Just come and join 

us the first Tuesday of the month for some good conversation and fellow-

ship.  You will find all the information on our Sunday bulletins and on our 

website.   

With great appreciation for all of you, our wonderful PAREA members! 

In His Everlasting Mercy,  

Marina Blair 

PAREA Chair 

blairmarina@gmail.com, 703-349-1842 (H) 

Welcome back PAREA 

mailto:blairmarina@gmail.com
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Ministries Contact List 
CLERGY     

Rev. Father George Alexson frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com (cell) 703-314-6421 

Deacon         Deacon Harry Chelpon   

Sub-Deacon Sub-Deacon Michael Sivy  

STAFF     

Office Manager Lia Economou liaecon@comcast.net 
703-421-3812 

Protopsalti Nick Grivas papounico3@aim.com 

      

PARISH COUNCIL     

President Marina Blair blairmarina@gmail.com 
703-349-1842 

Vice President Nicholas Kass cnkass@hotmail.com 

Secretary Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net 

Treasurer Greg Joiner gregjoiner@gmail.com 

Additional Members Greg Cherpes gcherpes@yahoo.com 

  Sofia Kouiroukidis kkouirouk@gmail.com 

 George Mokhiber  geodebmok@comcast.net  

  Paul Orphanides porphanides@myselectproperties.com 

  Nick Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com 

 Irene Thomas irene.thomas1@verizon.net  

  Ava Walter avamwalter@gmail.com 

   

SCHOOLS     

Greek School Vasilia Ravaris vasilia@live.com 

Sunday School Ergini Martnishn ergini@aol.com 

      

MINISTRIES, COMMITTEES, AND ASSOCIATIONS     

Altar Boys Fr. George Alexson frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com 

Bible Study Group Nick Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com 

Church Choir Elpida Skuce archelles@yahoo.com 

Easter Flowers Committee  Mariana Korulaki 
Presvytera Joanna 

k.mariana@hotmail.com 
frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com 

Festival Committee Greg Cherpes gcherpes@yahoo.com 

Future Planning Committee Andrew Kaffes 
Paul Orphanides 

andrew@agkaffes.com 
porphanides@myselectproperties.com 

Gala Committee Kristina Ayoub 
Asha Ioanou 

ktsiakos@yahoo.com 
nicholas.asha@gmail.com 

GOYA Sofia Kouiroukidis 
Lillian Funk 

KKouirouk@gmail.com 
lilyfunk@hotmail.com 

GOYA Boys’ Basketball Team Dimitrios Stratakos dimitristratakos@verizon.net 

Greek Dance Troupe Maria Plevrakis maroudi@hotmail.com  

HOPE and JOY Ashely Joiner 
Ava Walter 

ashleydjoiner@gmail.com 
avamwalter@gmail.com 

Molon Lave AHEPA Chapter 542 Dean Economou deaneconomou@ymail.com 

Orthodox Book Club Sofia Kouiroukidis KKouirouk@gmail.com 

PAREA Marina Blair 
Kristina Ayoub 

blairmarina@gmail.com 
ktsiakos@yahoo.com 

Philoptochos Alexis Cleveland eacleveland@msn.com 

Prosfora  Fr. George Alexson  frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com 

Stewardship Committee Lia Economou liaecon@comcast.net 

Vacation Church Camp Lia Economou liaecon@comcast.net 

Webmaster Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net 
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