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During these difficult times, 
we thank our Parish Council 
and  Father Cosmas who con-
tinue to offer services via live 
streaming and conduct our 
church's day-to-day opera-
tions. Thank you also to our 
parishioners who continue to 
support our church through 
online giving:   
www.holyapostlesgreekorthod
ox.org/givingnow.  

Inside this issue: 

The Light  

To Φως 
The bi-monthly newsletter of the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church 

A Message from Father Cosmas Halekakis 

Like the Sound of Thunder in the Distance 

 

The cold months of winter present a strange calm in the spiritual 
life. By mid-January, as we approach February, we are still hearing the 
echoes of Christmas and Epiphany. There are peaks and valleys within 
the liturgical year which coordinate with the feasts and the fasts.          
Between the spiritual peaks of Christmas and Easter, there is a deep val-
ley and respite in which we are currently resting and perhaps fast asleep. 
But even within the valley, we need to rouse ourselves, and prepare to 
climb the next peak.  

So, what should we be focusing on right now in our spiritual life? 
This is a time for us to refocus and prepare for what lies ahead, just      
beyond our view. The cold of winter, and the added isolation of Covid, 
will make the next few weeks vanish like a mirage. By February, our prep-
aration for Great Lent and Pascha will be upon us, and as usual it will 
startle us like a shotgun. If you listen closely, you can hear battalions 
gathering and the marshalling of spiritual forces like the sound of thun-
der in the distance. We’re preparing for another battle and another jour-
ney in the spiritual life. But how do we utilize the next few weeks to pre-
pare ourselves? What provisions are needed for the journey, and what 
artillery can we drag into the breach?  

As we journey toward the Resurrection, we’ll discuss many themes 
in the spiritual life like: humility, repentance, charity and forgiveness. 
But for now, while we’re resting and recharging for the coming battle, 
perhaps a necessary provision and vital piece of weaponry can be found 
in the Feast of the Presentation of our Lord in the Temple (Feb. 2). The 
Presentation of our Lord is a feast that is usually obscured by the dead of 
winter. It’s true meaning and implications are also shrouded from view 
by ancient Hebrew laws of childbirth, atonement, and purification. But 
amidst the myriad of meanings that we can glean from the story of Christ 
being presented as a child in the Temple, one theme and meaning in its 
simplicity resounds louder than all the others. The amazing love that ex-
ists within families, and especially between parents and children.  

Highlights: 

  Month of February, 

Godparent-Godchild 

Sunday and Philoptochos 

Cereal Drive for Loudoun 

Hunger Relief  

Sunday, February 7, 

Scout Sunday 

Saturday, February 20, 

Hope & Joy Family 

Hike at Banshee Reeks   

Nature Preserve in Leesburg 

Sunday, March 7, St. 

John Chrysostom Ora-

torical Festival 

http://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/giving
http://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/giving
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A Message from Father Cosmas Halekakis cont.. 
   

The Christ Child, like all Hebrew chil-
dren, was presented on the 40th day after His 
birth in the Temple. Among many reasons, 
children were presented to God in His Tem-
ple to recognize what an amazing blessing 
and heavenly gift they are for their parents. 
The Presentation of the Lord reminds us of 
the powerful and indiscriminate love that 
we have within our families. But how will 
focusing on the love of our family prepare us 
for the approaching battle of Great Lent?  

If all is not well in our homes and 
with our families, then most attempts at 
growth in our personal spiritual life will 
most likely be met by mediocrity if not dis-
aster. To grow in the spiritual life we must 
have love in our hearts for all people. That 
love begins with those closest to us. The  re-
lationships with those we love the most 
need to be as solid as possible, so that we 
can build upon them.  

As we enjoy this brief break in spiritu-
al battle, let’s focus on checking the founda-
tion of our family. Spend time with those we 
love the most, and cherish the relationships 
that are the most important to us. If the 
family foundation is well and free of cracks, 
then we can build the virtues upon them as 
the looming battle of Great Lent draws near. 
   

-Fr. Cosmas Halekakis 

Weekday Liturgical Schedule                        

February and March, 2021 

 

February 2021 

Feb. 2 - The Presentation of Our Lord in the 

Temple - 9am 

March 2021 

March 6 - 1st Saturday of the Souls - 9am 

March 13 - 2nd Saturday of the Souls - 9am 

March 15 - Great Compline - 6pm 

March 17 - Presanctified Liturgy - 6pm 

March 19 - First Salutations - 6pm 

March 20 - 3rd Saturday of the Souls - 9am 

March 25 - The Annunciation - 9am 

March 26 - Second Salutations - 6pm 

March 31 - Presanctified Liturgy - 6pm 

 *Divine Liturgy Hours, 9:00 A.M.* 

Make reservations on our website to attend the    

Liturgy (spaces fill up quick) and read the require-

ments from the Metropolis. You can also continue 

to watch our services via livestream on YouTube:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCxAOirhXmBQMTvczrujQY4g/live  
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Message from the Parish Council President, Constantine Sofologis  

Καλά Χριστούγεννα και Καλή 
Χρονιά. I pray you had a joy-
ous Christmas and your New 
Year is starting off happy & 
healthy.   
 

Even though we are still in the 
midst of COVID-19 concerns, 
we have seen an increase in 
attendance and it’s great to see 
you again, though sometimes 

it takes me a minute to recognize you behind your 
mask.  Our reservation system is in place to assist us 
in maintaining social distancing and meet State & 
local requirements.  We will continue to offer all ser-
vices via livestreaming on our YouTube channel for 
those who wish to continue to exercise caution dur-
ing this time.  As guidelines change and direction is 
received, we will cautiously adjust, keeping our safety 
a priority. 
 

I want to take a moment to thank Fr.  George and 
Presvytera Joanna for everything they have done for 
our parish.  We were blessed with 10 years with Fa-
ther George and his dedicated service to our church.  
Holy Apostles will always be open for you Father 
George and we pray you and Presvytera Joanna visit 
us soon. 
 

I would be remiss if I didn’t thank Deacon Harry 
Chelpon.  Thank you for your guidance and friend-
ship.  Your unique skills, talents and experience 
helped immensely as we navigated through 2020. 

We are also excited to welcome Fr. Cosmas Haleka-
kis, Presvytera Michelle and their 6 wonderful chil-
dren.  We look forward to your spiritual guidance 
and words of wisdom as our parish moves forward 
and we reach our goal of building our permanent  

place of  worship. We to schedule a meet & greet event 
so you all have the opportunity to meet Fr. Cosmas & 
family.    
 

Thank you to all those who participated in the Match-
ing Funds Campaign for Stewardship.  Through the 
kind heart of anonymous donor, Holy Apostles re-
ceived $40,000 in matching funds for 2021 of pledges 
with increased stewardship commitments. Our Stew-
ardship Committee has informed me that we are off to 
the best start in our history.   
 

In other news, Loudoun County is finalizing the paper-
work for the sale of the 1+ acre to Rooney Properties.  
Once this is completed, preparation for submission of 
a site master plan to the county will commence.   
 

And lastly, our recent fund raisers were a great success.  
We saw an increase of community participation at our 
Christmas Bake Sale and local residents were excited to 
see our offerings and look forward to the next one.  
Thank you to all that worked so hard to make this hap-
pen.  Our second event was the virtual comedy show 
with Basile, everyone’s favorite Greek comedian and it 
was a fun night of laughs.  We were also surprised 
when Basile donated a live/in-person performance to 
Holy Apostles to assist with our fundraising efforts.  As 
we defeat this virus and gatherings are safer, we will 
start working on planning our big show.   

I pray for your continued health and well-being.  
 

In His service,  
 
Con Sofologis  
Parish Council President 
Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church                                                                                                                             
con.sofologis@verizon.net 
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Stewardship generosity of our stewards, in only the first 
month of the year have already earned 
$176,000 in pledges and donations!  This is 
definitely one of the best stewardship starts 
in our church history.  Thank you! 
 
We welcomed our new priest, Fr. Cosmas 
Halekakis, his wife Pres. Michelle, and his 
family in 2021.  The Stewardship Committee 
decided with all the new changes, our 
theme for 2021 would be “A New Begin-
ning”.  With the New Year comes the hope 
of a better, more prosperous time, one of 
renewal and  reinvention.  We hope to see 
more of you in 2021!   
 
As always, thank you for your incredible 
generosity. May God bless you and your 
family in this New Year. 
 
In your service, 
Ron and Mina Baldinger 
HAGOC Stewardship Chairs 
ron.baldinger@gmail.com  

Happy New Year Fellow Stewards! 
 
Thank you for being a part of the future of 
Holy Apostles with your Stewardship Com-
mitment and donations.  As always, I cannot 
overstate how important and appreciated 
your contributions are to our church. 
 
I am happy to report that despite such a cra-
zy year of uncertainty, our generous stew-
ards donated over $165,000 for 2020!!  Not 
only did we have a great 2020, but our 2021 
is starting off better than ever.  As you may 
know, thanks to an enormously generous, 
anonymous donor, we gained $40,000 in our 
End-of-Year Matching Program to begin the 
New Year.  It was the generosity of our do-
nor along with all those wonderful stewards 
who increased their annual pledge to earn 
the match that made this possible.   
 
I am so excited to tell you that with the help 
of our donor, the Matching Program and the  

mailto:ron.baldinger@gmail.com
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 Stewardship cont.. 

Fr. Cosmas & Pres. Michelle Halekakis Chrysanthe Freire Panayiotis and Cynthia Panagopoulos

Tom and Patti Ayers John and Patricia Galanis George and Coleen Pappas

Vasilios Bakopanos Angeline Gillas Jerry and Helen Pollatos

Ronald and Mina Baldinger Jim and Cynthia Glakas Despina Psomiades

Michael and Shawna Bardos Mike and Eleni Hadjimichael Keith Pullman

Steven and Ergini Batistatos-Martnishn Alissa Iatridis George Ralis and Rebecca Malone

Chad and Julie Burke Andrew and Martha Iatridis Rebecca Rallis

William and Smaro Caras Greg and Ashley Joiner Travis and Christie Rebok

Deacon Harry and Maria Chelpon George Kaladze Brandon and Sarah Rice

Greg and Marilena Cherpes Alex and Trisha Kantsios Emanuel and Marilyn Rouvelas

Edward and Alexis Cleveland Pete  Kayafas Stratis and Maria Sapuntzakis

Matthew Cleveland Hal and Alexandra Lampros Jeff and Cynthia Smith

Meredith Cleveland and Kenneth Hall Nikoleta Lelis Constantine Sofologis

Dean and Maria Coulopoulos John and Christy Lisciandro Nick and Elizabeth Spyros

Panayiotis and Athanasia Dacey Nick and Laura Louh Dwaine and Irene Thomas

Paul and Mea Danigelis George and Debra Mokhiber Doug and Stefania Whittington

Aristos and Anna Dimitriou Olivia and James Morris Maria Zangos

John and Maria Drapas Nicholas and Phaedra Myseros Nicholas and Carol Zangos

Dean and Lia Economou Paul and Lisa Orphanides

PLEDGED STEWARDS as of 30 January 2021 

It is a known practice in the Orthodox Church that every person, 
child or adult, should have a godparent (sponsor) at the time that 
they enter into the faith through Holy Baptism and Chrismation. 
To be a godparent is at the same time a great honor and a tremen-
dous responsibility. God asks each godparent to assist in leading 
souls along the narrow path which leads to the Kingdom of Heav-
en. For this reason the role of the godparent is not to be minimized 
or trivialized. It is in fact a role that is holy and needs to be taken 
seriously. 
 

The task of steering a child along the narrow path, and bringing 
them up according to the law of God is perhaps the greatest of all 
things in life. St. Theophan the Recluse says that there is no holier 
act. What better thing can we offer our children than to lead them 
to our Lord and teach them to imitate Him in their life. 
 

 What are some other things that are expected of the           
Godparent?  
 

1. It is a gross misunderstanding to think that the only duty of the 
godparent is to buy a new outfit and a cross for the infant.  Certain-
ly this is a beautiful tradition, but the emphasis must not be on the 
material but rather the spiritual.  

2. A faithful godparent will make the effort to maintain close 
contact with their godchild, building up their relationship. 
The main focus, however, is the progress of the child in the 
knowledge and practice of the Christian life. He should at all 
times model a Christ-like example. 
 

3. Godparents are encouraged to call to remembrance the 
sacred and joyous moment of Baptism, which may be done 
by participating in "Godparents' Sunday", a National Ob-
servance by the Greek Orthodox Church in America. 

 

4. Most of all, the greatest duty of the godparent is to pray 
fervently for their godchild that God will always watch over 
them and guide them throughout his/her life.  
 

The role and responsibility of the Godparent can be summed 
up in the Divine Commandment that is read from the Holy 
Gospel at the service of Baptism. "Teach them to observe all 
that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to 
the close of the age." It is truly an honor to be called upon to 
be a Godparent.  

Godparenting 101 

(Excerpt; Fr. Timothy Pavlatos, St. George Greek Orthodox Church, Eugene, Oregon) 
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 Sunday School 

Dear Holy Apostles Parents, 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. We have completed the first semester of 
Sunday School as best we could under the circum-
stances by providing video lessons for Grades PreK 
- 12th through Google Classroom. We had dedicat-
ed and faithful teachers who gave an outstanding 
effort to make sure your children received religious 
education and guidance towards living an Ortho-
dox Christian life and from the bottom of my heart, 
I thank you all. Well done, good and faithful serv-
ants! 
 
This semester, however, due to a huge drop in at-
tendance, we are providing a Virtual Sunday 
School through the lessons about Parables with 
the Tending the Garden of Our Hearts' website and 
educator, Elissa Bjeletich. I think you'll find her les-
sons to be a great opportunity for your whole family 
to continue the Orthodox education for everyone in 
your home because you can discuss each of them 
with each child, no matter the age. And of course, 
as is said every fall, parents, you are the first and 
foremost Influencer of your children's healthy or 
unhealthy spiritual life. And, with Covid in the mix, 
it's up to you to continue their education at home 
so that they can become closer to Jesus Christ. 
However, it certainly doesn't mean you cannot at-
tend Divine Liturgy. If anything, this is the time to 
repent and pray and fast and prepare for Holy Com-
munion, so we'll see you there! 
 
Meanwhile, the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical 
Festival plans are moving right along. Mrs. Ashley 
Joiner is our Oratorical Festival Chair this year with 
husband, Greg, and has provided several office hour 
time slots for discussions over four Sundays. I high-
ly recommend those participating to use these fo-
rums to help with your brainstorming and outlin-
ing. Good luck to all! The Holy Apostles Oratorical 
Festival will be held on March 7th immediately af-
ter Divine Liturgy. Please, everyone, stay and sup-
port our youth! Every year it is worth witnessing! 
 
 

We have decided to celebrate Godparent Sun-
day for the entire month of February to enable 
all godparents and their godchildren to attend Di-
vine Liturgy together. Please make a conscious 
effort to prepare and receive Holy Communion 
together with your Godparents- Godchildren. 
 
Scout Sunday is scheduled for February 
7th. Join us as we recognize the contributions of 
our Scouts at Holy Apostles! We encourage those 
in attendance to wear their uniforms. Keeping up 
with service projects, meetings, and other pro-
grams in your troop should be acknowledged - 
especially this year! Great job! 
 
Lastly, I wish you all the very best in 2021! It has 
been wonderful to know you all for the 6 years 
that my family and I have been in attendance and 
I have loved my involvement with the Sunday 
School Ministry. It is something very near and 
dear to my heart. Our children are certainly our 
future! This parish is so very special to me. That's 
why it's been so difficult to step away, but....this 
time I mean it...I must step down from being 
your Director of the Sunday School. I will con-
tinue to send out the Virtual links each week until 
the end of the school year, but we will need some-
one to head up the Vacation Church Camp, if it is 
allowed.  
 
I do hope there will be someone for me to pass the 
torch on in the fall to lead the Sunday School. 
Please consider helping in this manner. Please 
consider teaching as well! And thank you for all 
the joy and fun. I love our families at Holy Apos-
tles! This parish has a bright future ahead and I 
know it will prevail and stay at the forefront of 
educating and serving our families. May God bless 
each of you with health, joy, and peace this year 
and always.  
 
With love, your humble sister in Christ, 
~Denise Lansdell 
deniseinvirginia@gmail.com  

mailto:deniseinvirginia@gmail.com


GOYA began December 2020 by decorating 
the church hall for Christmas.  Due to 
COVID-19, we were only able to invite the 
GOYA board members to participate and 
three were able to attend: Stephen Econo-
mou, Christa Reilly, and Peter Pollatos. 
Thank you! 
 

We had our final meeting of 2020 via Zoom. 
This meeting was special because it was our 
farewell meeting with Father George. We ex-
pressed to him our love and appreciation for 
all he has done for our youth and our parish, 
and enjoyed hearing his reflections of his 
time with us. Thank you, Father George! 
Our 2 seniors Athena Lansdell and Vangeli 
Hadjimichael also shared the great news of 
their college acceptances.  Congratulations 
and best wishes! 
 

We also said goodbye to Deacon Harry Chel-
pon who is now serving at St. Katherine’s in 
Falls Church.  Deacon Harry led many of 
our GOYA discussions, including his last 
one in November as shown in the pictures.  
He  was always loving and compassionate 
with our youth and he will be missed. 
 

We began 2021 with a discussion with our 
recent GOYA alumnae, Paris Economou and 
Millie Morris, both attending James Madi-
son University.  They answered questions 
about their college experience and gave  
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GOYA                                          

Farewell Zoom Meeting with Father George 

"Giving Thanks in a Pandemic" Discussion with 

Deacon Harry, Nov. 2020   
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Hope and Joy 

Dear Brothers & Sisters In Christ: 
 
The Hope & Joy ministry invites 
parish families to take part in an 
easy, 1-2 mile hike at Banshee 
Reeks Nature Preserve (21085 The 
Woods Road, Leesburg, VA). The 
hike is scheduled for Saturday, 
February 20th at 2pm (rain date: 
February 27th). We'll meet up at 
the welcome center and then head 
out. Everyone on the hike must 
wear a mask/face covering at all 
times and practice social distanc-
ing. Also be sure to pack appropri-
ately for the hike (e.g., clothing 
appropriate for the weather, stur-
dy shoes for hiking, water bottle, 
bug spray, etc.) Again, this is a 
family event: the parent/guardian 
must hike with their child (no 
drop-offs) and older/younger sib-
lings are welcome to join in too. 
Please RSVP to Ashley Joiner  
at  ashleydjoiner@gmail.com. 
 

In Him, 
Ashley Joiner 
Director, Hope & Joy  
ashleydjoiner@gmail.com 

GOYA cont...                                         

words of wisdom for navigating cam-
pus and academic life. Thank you, 
Paris and Millie! We also introduced 
Father Cosmas Halekakis and 
Presvytera Michelle.  Father Cosmas 
cut our vasilopita (albeit virtually via 
Zoom), and we congratulate Dennis 
Hadjimichael for getting the coin!  
May you have an especially blessed 
new year!  

 

GOYA is excited to work with and 
learn from Father Cosmas as we plan 
more events together. Check out our 
GOYA page on the church website for 
event updates: https://
www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/
goya. 

 

If you have a teenager or rising teen-
ager, please consider having them join 
our GOYA (Greek Orthodox Youth of 
America).  Reach out to me so I can 
introduce them to our fantastic teens. 
All are welcome! 

 

In God’s service, 
Lia Economou 
GOYA Advisor 
liaecon@comcast.net  
 

mailto:liaecon@comcast.net
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Philoptochos 

I wish our Holy Apostles community a happy new year 
filled with our Lord’s blessings.  This year finds us wel-
coming Father Cosmas, Presvytera Michelle and their 
family. 

This past year may have been filled with challenges, 
but we were able to sponsor a cereal drive in the 
spring and a canned food drive in the fall for Loudoun 
Hunger Relief.  We collected gift cards in November 
for the Loudoun Abused Women’s Shelter.  We 
missed in person fellowship, but were able to catch up 
and see each other during food drop offs and Zoom 
meetings. 

Our Philoptochos donated $5,000 to our building fund 
in November.  Additionally, we were honored to be 
able to donate $500 to the building fund in the name 
of Father George and Presvytera Joanna.  To date, we 
have contributed $30,500 to our building fund.  We 
were also able to donate $2,500 to our operating fund. 

Our membership drive has begun.  Our dues are 
$50.00.  There are opportunities for everyone to  

contribute,  inspire and motivate one another.  
We invite you to join us and help us in our ongo-
ing mission. 

We thank Father George and Presvytera Joanna 
for their guidance, support and love these past ten 
years and wish them all the very best as their jour-
ney continues into retirement. 

This February we will be collecting cereal again 
for Loudoun Hunger Relief each Sunday.  Please 
bring your donations to church.  Thank you! 

This new year let’s keep our parish in our prayers, 
invite others to join us and thankful for our con-
tinued spiritual guidance with Father Cosmas and 
Presvytera Michelle. 

 

Be safe and well! 

Alexis Cleveland 
apcphiloptochos@gmail.com  
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Philoptochos cont... 

 

HELP FEED OUR NEIGHBORS  IN LOUDOUN COUNTY 
 

HOLY APOSTLES PHILOPTOCHOS WINTER CEREAL DRIVE  

 FOR LOUDOUN HUNGER RELIEF 
 

PLEASE FILL UP A BAG WITH CEREAL AND BRING TO CHURCH: 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH    THROUGH SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH 
 

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY. 
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 Thank you for your support of Holy Apostles! 

 
 

                    
https://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/stewardship 
 

 

                    
   https://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/givingnow                https://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/virtual-candle 

 
 

 

     
Select “Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church” as your charity  



The Light is published bi-monthly by the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church, in Loudoun County, Virginia. The next deadline for content is March 1, 2021.  

Designer: Cynthia  Panagopoulos (ysshy@yahoo.com); Advertising: Paul Orphanides (paulo@novahometeam.com)    

Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church  

21580 Atlantic Blvd., Building D, Unit 160  

Dulles, VA 20166 

www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org  
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Rev. Father Cosmas Halekakis  papacosma@gmail.com

Office Manager Lia Economou 703-421-3812 liaecon@comcast.net

President Con Sofologis con.sofologis@verizon.net

Vice President Lisa Orphanides lisa.branner@marriott.com

Secretary Maria Plevrakis maroudi@hotmail.com

Treasurer Niki Lelis nlelis1@gmail.com

Additional Members

Mina Baldinger mina.baldinger68@gmail.com Anna Dimitriou annadimitriou@verizon.net

Ed Cleveland EACleveland@msn.com Irene Thomas irene.thomas1@verizon.net

Kathy Kendrat kmkendrat@aol.com Nick Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com

Ellinomatheia Program Athanasia Dacey sdacey@comcast.net

Greek School Vicky Kalograni vickykalograni@gmail.com

Sunday School Denise Lansdell deniseinvirginia@gmail.com

AHEPA Μόλον Λαβέ Chapter 542 Chad Burke info@ahepa542.org

Church Choir Bret Lansdell deniseinvirginia@gmail.com

Epitaphio/Flowers Committee Mariana Korulaki k.mariana@hotmail.com

Festival Committee Bill Aubin aubinb@verizon.net

Future Planning Committee Nick Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com

GOYA Lia Economou liaecon@comcast.net

Greek Dance Troupe Maria Plevrakis maroudi@hotmail.com 

HOPE and JOY Ashley Joiner ashleydjoiner@gmail.com

Philoptochos Alexis Cleveland apcphiloptochos@gmail.com

Stewardship Committee Ron Baldinger ron.baldinger@gmail.com

Vacation Church Camp Denise Landsell deniseinvirginia@gmail.com

Webmaster Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net

MINISTRIES, COMMITTEES, AND ASSOCIATIONS

SCHOOLS

CLERGY

PARISH COUNCIL 

STAFF

mailto:gregjoiner@gmail.com
mailto:porphanides@myselectproperties.com
http://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/

