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A Message from Father George Alexson 

“A well-to-do father, wanting to teach his son the meaning of poverty, took him for a few days to a village, to spend 

some time with a family that lived on a mountain.  They spent three days and two nights in the village.  As they were 

returning home, driving in their car, the father asked his son: 

“What do you think about this experience?” 

“Nice,” answered the boy, as he stared into space. 

“And what did you learn?,” continued his father persistently. 

The son replied: 

“We have one dog, while they have four... 

“We have a swimming pool half the size of our yard, while they have a lake without end, with crystal clear water, in 

and around which are so many other beautiful things... 

“We import lights from Asia to light-up our garden, while they are illumined by the stars and the moon... 

“Our yard ends at the fence, but theirs reaches to the horizon... 

“We buy our food, while they sow and reap for it... 

“We listen to CDs.  They enjoy a limitless symphony of birds, frogs and other animals.  And all of that is occasionaly 

interrupted by the rythmic singing of their neighbor working in the fields... 

“We cook in an electric kitchen.  Whatever they eat has a superb taste, since they cook with firewood... 

“We, in order to feel secure, live surrounded by a wall and an alarm.  They live with their doors wide open, protected 

by the friendship of their neighbors... 

“We live 'wired-up' with our cell phones, computers and televisions.  They, on the other hand, are connected with 

life, the heavens, the sun, the water, the lush green mountain, their animals, the fruits of their  land, their family... 

The father was astonished by his son's answers... 

And the boy finished up with this phrase: 

“Thank you, Dad, for teaching me just how poor we are...” 

Father George 

frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com 
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To To ΦωςΦως  
The bi-monthly newsletter of the Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County 

Beloved Parishioners, 

As we prepare for Thanksgiving and the Birth of our Lord, I want to 

share with you this story I translated from a Greek internet source 

(DefenceNet.gr).  It speaks for itself and deserves particular attention.  

The young boy in the story “sees” things with greater vision and depth 

than his father. Truly, things are not always what they seem, especially 

when we are convinced that we have made such great progress in life.  

Progress has its place, but of what benefit is it, when it leads to aliena-

tion from God, self and others?  Better to heed the words of our Lord, 

“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 

things shall be added to you” (Mt. 6:33).  Let us try this Advent season, 

to hold the demon of consumerism at bay and give more time to con-

necting with things that matter—our Lord, our-self, our family and 

friends. 

mailto:frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com
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President’s Message 
Message from the Parish Council President – 

Constantine Sofologis: 

It’s hard to believe 2014 is almost over.   

I would like to thank all those who participat-

ed in the November 16th General Assembly.  

We discussed the great work of our ministries, 

approved our budget for 2015, presented stew-

ardship numbers and received an update from 

our Future Planning Committee. The following eligible parishioners (per 

UPR Article 25, 32, 33) have been nominated for positions on the Parish 

Council, Board of Electors and Board of Auditors. 

Parish Council: (5 open positions) 

 Andrew Kaffes 

 Nick Kass 

 Ava Walter 

Board of Electors 

 Vasili Fotopoulos 

 Alex Kangelaris 

 Cynthia Smith 

Board of Auditors 

 Ari Dimitriou 

 Alex Kangelaris 

Marriage 

The marriage of Thomas and Elpitha Skuce was blessed on Sunday, Oc-

tober 12, 2014.  Kathy Kendrat served as Sponsor.  May our Lord grant 

them good health and many blessed years!  

Sacraments Performed 

Elections for these nominations will be held on December 7, 2014 after 

the Divine Liturgy. 

As the end of 2014 draws near, I look back on our achievements and look 

forward to 2015 and our parish continuing to grow.  I would like to thank 

Andrew Kaffes and Paul Orphanides for spearheading our drive to find 

our parish a permanent home.  Lia Economou has done an outstanding 

job as Stewardship Chairperson as we have seen a growth in our parish 

and new stewards.  Please don’t forget to fill out your 2015 Pledge Card.   

May you and your families have a joyous Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. 

In His Service,   

Con Sofologis 

Parish Council President 

csofologis@verizon.net  

 Paul Orphanides 

 Tom Skuce 

mailto:csofologis@verizon.net
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Stewardship 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son”  

What are YOU giving this holiday season? 

Our wonderful Stewardship Committee gave of their time and talents to 

help organize Stewardship Sunday on November 2.  The Committee mem-

bers are Kristina Ayoub, Bill Bakopanos, Marina Blair, Julie Burke, Christy 

Lisciandro, and Nick Spyros. This event would not have been possible 

without their support.  Thank you!  

A special thank you to Sofia Kouiroukidis for giving her testimonial on 

Stewardship Sunday.  Sofia came to the States from Morocco where she 

met her Greek Orthodox husband.  She later converted to Orthodoxy and 

they are raising their two sons in the Orthodox faith and are active mem-

bers of our parish.  Sofia’s testimonial is included in this newsletter if you 

missed it at church.  You can’t help but be inspired by Sofia’s story and 

motivated to be an active and involved member of our parish.  It is stories 

like these that also make you appreciate our close-knit parish community. 

On November 9 the Stewardship Committee also organized “Coffee and 

Cupcakes” for new parishioners at the home of Marina and Robert Blair, 

one of the first Stewards of our parish.  We thank the Blairs for generously 

offering to host this event. Committee members also attended to welcome 

the new parishioners and provide their insight into our church and vari-

ous Ministries. We thank them and welcome our new families! 

As we approach Thanksgiving and the celebration of the birth of our Lord, 

we should take the opportunity to say “thanks” for all of God’s blessings 

by doing our own good deeds and participating in the life of the church.  

This is the true definition of Stewardship. 

How can you say “thanks”?  You can volunteer with any of our Ministries, 

assist one of the elders of our church, or have your children do something 

kind for a less fortunate student. Now is the time to make a positive im-

pact on another person’s life while reaping the benefits of your own gener-

ous spirit. 

I pray you will all have good health and enjoy your family’s blessings this 

Thanksgiving and Christmas and prosper in the New Year. Thank you for 

your financial support of our parish this year and dedication of your time 

and talents. 

In God’s Service, 

Lia Economou 

Stewardship Chair 

liaecon@comcast.net  
 

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES 

Shown below is a list of individuals and families who have made their 

Stewardship pledge for 2014 as of November 9.  Thank you for your finan-

cial commitment to our parish. The 2015 pledge card is now available in 

this newsletter and on our website. Questions can be directed to Lia Econ-

omou at liaecon@comcast.net. 

Robert and Marina Blair Nikolaos and Sofia Kouiroukidis 

Tim and Diane Boone Michael and Niki Kyriacou 

John and Penelope Broening Helen Kyriazi 

Chad and Julie Burke Bill and Loula Lagadinos 

John and Amy Canakaris Alex Lampros and Hal Hallett 

Georgia Caprino Niki Lelis 

William and Smaro Caras Eleni Malliaros Levy 

Pete and Elena Chambers John and Christy Lisciandro 

Deacon Haralambos and Maria Chelpon Zachary and PJ Malachias 

Greg and Marilena Cherpes Angelike Maoury 

Ed and Alexis Cleveland  Elaine Marshall 

Matthew Cleveland Steve and Ergini Martnishn 

Panayiotis and Athanasia Dacey George and Debra Mohkiber 

Paul and Mea Danigelis Olivia Morris 

William and Helen Demestihas  Paul and Lisa Orphanides 

Ari and Anna Dimitriou Elias Papasavvas 

Michael and Aspacia Dintini Maria Pappas 

Craig and Marianna Dodson  Katerina Paskaris 

Elda Dodson Jonathan and Janet Perezous 

David and Susan Dorn Terry and Christine Poulias 

John and Maria Drapas Despina Psomiades 

Dean and Lia Economou  Raul and Lisa Puertas 

Vasilis and Joan Fotopoulos Keith Pullman 

Jose and Chrysanthe (Cookie) Freire Travis and Christie Rebok 

Gary and Lillian Funk Vladimir and Galina Repin 

Evelyn Gacis James and Mary Rigas 

John and Patricia Galanis Thomas and Archelle Skuce 

Peter and Barbara Garbis Jeff and Cynthia Smith 

Anthony and Carol Georgelas Constantine Sofologis 

Angeline Gillas Nicholas and Elizabeth Spyros 

Juan and Ioanna Gisone Paul Spyros 

Michael and Eleni Hadjimichael Sarah Spyros 

Richard Haylor James and Jeanette Stathakes 

Christopher Jesuele Stavros Stephanakis 

Neil and Alexandra Jesuele Moska Stratis 

Greg and Ashley Joiner Dwaine and Irene Thomas 

Nicholas and Helen Jougras Peter Thomas 

Andrew and Vasiliki Kaffes Angelo Tjoumas 

Peter Kalaris Michael and Maria Tsapos 

Themis Kalaris Douglas and Stefania Whittington 

Tom and Jill Kalaris Maria Zangos 

Alex and Debbie Kangelaris Nicholas and Carol Zangos 

Katarzyna Abousamra & Nicholas Adams Sophia Kangelaris 

Father George and Presv. Joanna Alexson Alex and Trisha Kantsios 

James and Frances Apistolas Mercina Karagiorgis 

Bill and Nancy Aubin Nick and Dina Kass 

Tom and Pattie Ayers Bill and Kathy Kendrat 

John and Kristina Ayoub Maria Kitromilis 

Bill and Kelli Bakopanos Mariana Korulaki 

mailto:liaecon@comcast.net
mailto:liaecon@comcast.net
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Stewardship Sunday Testimonial by Sofia Kouiroukidis  
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share my story as a testimonial for 

Stewardship Sunday. It is indeed my honor.  

“I heard from other people that whoever goes ‘there’ never comes back.” That was 

my mother’s reaction in 1987 when I proposed the possibility of leaving Morocco 

and coming to America for a summer exchange program. Surprisingly enough, my 

dad gave his approval without any hesitation. He played a major role in convincing 

my mother to give me her blessing and so I came to America.  

My summer program evolved to a Bachelor and then a Master degree from Salem 

State University in Massachusetts. This is where I met my Greek Orthodox hus-

band, Nikolaos, and that is how I was introduced to Orthodoxy. From the start, my 

husband was very clear about his intentions to get married in an Orthodox church 

and raise his children with the Orthodox faith. I congratulate his parents for raising 

him with a strong spiritual foundation and I hope my boys will do the same when 

their time comes. So the ball was in my court and since I have always had questions 

about the faith I was raised with I was eager to learn about Orthodoxy.   

Throughout my spiritual transitional period, I was fortunate to meet some wonder-

ful people. Father Dimitrios from Salem, Massachusetts (who retired a while ago) 

and Father Nicholas Kastanas who is still the residing priest in St. Athanasius 

church in Arlington, Massachusetts. They both welcomed me with open arms and 

met with me numerous times to answer any question that came to mind. My both-

er-in-Law, Kostas, has also been a great supporter who never got offended with my 

curious questions. He has always been a fantastic spiritual advisor to both my boys 

and I.  Such transition can only be successful with a strong support system from 

knowledgeable people of the faith.  

Four year ago, we moved to Virginia because of my husband’s work. I started 

searching for a nearby Greek Orthodox Church. We knew already about St. Kath-

erine’s in Falls Church, but we all dreaded the long distance and the horrible traffic. 

Then one day, I went for a walk to Lansdowne center in Leesburg and saw flyers for 

Taste of Greece. The next day, we were the first family to walk in Ashburn Fire-

house. We were warmly greeted by Marina Blair who introduced us to Bill Aubin 

who introduced us to the Kendrats, the Koutsourais, the Kangelaris and so forth. 

We were invited to attend our first service in the Greek Orthodox Parish of 

Loudoun County the following Sunday but were forewarned not to be confused 

because of the outside look of the building. “You’ll be surprised once you walk in” 

they all said and they were correct.  I felt home as soon as I walked in. The service 

was beautiful. Fr. George delivered a powerful Sermon that brought tears to my 

eyes. It was an overwhelming feeling to hear the Lord’s Prayer read in different 

languages. It gave me an instant sense of belonging. The warmth and family like 

atmosphere was like a magnet. I have to admit though that the display of trays with 

all goodies at the coffee hour made also a big impression on my boys. Hence we 

decided to become members of GOPLC.  

Throughout these years, I personally experienced how some parishioners of this 

church practice God’s way on a daily basis. Kyria Sophia Kangelaris would call me 

on the phone to check if everything was alright with my family since I didn’t show 

up on a particular Sunday. Marina Blair would give me a much needed hug at 

church and call me later that day if she noticed I was crying at church and she 

sensed something might be wrong. Kathy Kendrat would email me and even meet 

me for tea to keep my spirit up during a difficult period of health issues. Athanacia 

Dacey would be there to answer my questions whether medical, spiritual, family 

related matter or share her exciting stories about different saints and their miracles. 

The Kouklis family invited us to their home so that we don’t spend New Year alone 

the first year we moved to Virginia.  Mr. and Mrs. Zangos believed in me and en-

couraged me to be part of the Sunday school’s teaching staff. Lia Economou has 

always been the fastest person to reply to my emails anytime and anywhere. Fr. 

George would spend hours of his time listening to my issues, offering words of 

wisdom, emailing articles and resources to help me grow spiritually and making 

sure that I feel home by saying a few Arabic words with a perfect accent. Whether I 

mentioned your name or not, I know that all parishioners of this church have 

helped me and my family in a way or another even if it was just by saying hello and 

offering a smile.  

Our growing church has its own personality and a special uniqueness. It offers over 

15 ministries and services that benefit its members and the community as a whole 

such as: Men’s Bible Study, Parea, Hope & Joy, GOYA, Philoptochos, Greek School, 

Sunday school, St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival, AHEPA, Orthodox Book 

club, Vocation Church Camp, and recently added the GOYA Basketball Team. I am 

happy to see my boys building friendships that will last a lifetime through Altar 

duties, GOYA, Sunday school, Greek School and GOYA Basketball. Many of you will 

attest to the fact that these friendships are unique and memorable. You might 

forget the faces or names of classmates who attended the same American schools, 

but you will always remember those who attended the same church as yourself.  

It is true that every church is God’s house, but I have to admit that this church 

gives me the sense of belonging. It is my home away from home. I’ve tasted the 

sweetness of self-reward when I began volunteering my time in church’s events and 

ministries. It makes me more invested in the success and the vision of this church. I 

pray to God to give me good health so that I can serve Him better; to bless me with 

better time management so that I can volunteer more often in church events; to fill 

my heart with contentment so that I can offer more financial support to help build 

a church for us, for our children and generations to come. I hope we can all get 

involved to become a true member of this Parish, and give all we can to help us 

grow and move to a permanent church. 

To conclude, allow me to share a passage from the book of John 15:16 “You did not 

choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, 

and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He 

may give you.” 

 

Circle areas of expertise or 
interest: 

 

Youth Groups and Classes 

Hope & Joy 

GOYA 

Greek Dance Instruction 

Greek School 

Sunday School  
 

Groups and Ministries 

AHEPA 

Altar Service 
Bible Study 

Choir 

Ladies Philoptochos 

Orthodox Book Club  
PAREA lunch group 

Parish Newsletter 

Social Events 

Stewardship Committee 
Visiting Elderly 

 

 

2015 STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE (ALL PLEDGES THROUGH DECEMBER 2015) 

 GREEK ORTHODOX PARISH OF LOUDOUN COUNTY 
 

In faith, prayer and sacrifice, my family and I wish to share in the support and work of the Greek 
Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County. We would like to pledge the amount of  

 

$__________ for the year 2015 (through December 2015)  
You may pay via cash, check or online using PayPal at www.greekorthodoxloudoun.org. 

 
 

This amount will be paid as follows: 
 

 Annually       Semi-annually       Quarterly        Monthly      Weekly 

Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________ State: ______ Zip: _________    

E-mail: ___________________________________ Phone: __________________ 

Your pledge is strictly confidential.     PLEASE Complete Other Side  



Sunday School 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Our Sunday School under the blessings of our Father George is growing, 

improving and attracting the attention of the greater Greek Orthodox 

community in the Metropolitan area of Washington DC.  Three weeks 

ago our Sunday School, in addition to its regular curriculum, worked on 

a project related to the feasts of St Demetrios (October 26) and the Holy 

Protection (Aghia Skepi) which is one of the most beloved feast days, 

celebrated on October 28 in the Greek Orthodox tradition since it is 

associated with the OXI Day.  The President and the Event Coordinator 

of the Hellenic Center in Bethesda, MD, as soon as they heard that our 

GOPLC Students are working on this project, extended an invitation 

asking for our participation to their October 28th event. 

I conveyed the good news and the invitation to our GOPLC Greek School 

and together, Greek and Sunday School children prepared a program and 

presented it at the Hellenic Center. With God’s grace our GOPLC stu-

dents did a fantastic job!! 

Right after their performance of historic and religious poems, our GO-

PLC children: Nicholas Ravaris, Eleni Liakakos, Stephen Economou, Paris 

Economou, Marlene Ortiz, Vangeli Hadjimichael, Dennis Hadjimichael, 

and Jordan Hadjimichael had pictures with the General Consul of 

Greece, General Consul of Cyprus, the military attaché as well as the air 

attaché of the Greek Embassy in the US. 

I would like to thank our GOPLC children, from the bottom of my heart, 

for their stellar performance! Many thanks go to the parents and the 

teachers who drove our GOPLC students to the center (that evening, it 

was a very long drive on very busy roads). I would also like to thank the 

Director of our Greek School, Vasilia Ravaris, who gladly responded to 

my call and coordinated the preparations for our GOPLC children’s fan-

tastic performance. 

Our Sunday School students are exploring the true meaning of Thanks-

giving and what this celebration means to us, the Orthodox Chris-

tians.  Perhaps one of the best ways to express our gratitude is to offer 

the Prosforo (Bread) that will be used in our Divine Liturgies.  Bringing 

the Prosforo used to become Jesus’ Holy Body, is a meaningful and sim-

ple way to say Thank You to our Church!  “Prosforo” is a Greek word, 

which means “an offering to God”.  Prosforo represents Jesus, the Bread 

of Life, as well as the offering of our life to God.  Father George asks for 

parishioners to help with the Prosfora as our GOPLC supply is getting 

low. Our Sunday School is determined to help!  We will offer 15 Prosfora 

to our church for the November 30 – December 30 period.  If you would 

like to assist with our Sunday School Prosfora effort, please contact 

Ergini B. Martnishn at 703-6524426 or ergini@aol.com. 

GREAT THINGS HAPPEN WHEN WE WORK TOGETHER IN HARMO-

NY, UNITY AND PEACE! 

Blessings, 

Ergini B. Martnishn 

Sunday School Director 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/catechetical.html  
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Greek School and Sunday School students represented our parish 

by delivering a program of historic and religious poems they 

prepared for the OXI Day celebration at the Hellenic Center in 

Bethesda, MD on October 28th.  

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/catechetical.html
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Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry and Blessed Christmas 

and a Happy and Healthy New Year with their loved ones.  

 We had a great start and can’t believe how fast time went by and the 

holidays are around the corner.  A special thank you to the families that 

have enrolled their children in our Greek School, once again this year.  

Amongst your busy schedules and/or the workload and activities that 

one might have, it’s very rewarding to see the children of different ages 

(4 – 15) attend one of two classes, on a weekly basis.  We thank and wel-

come the new families who enrolled their children and also became 

stewards of our church. 

We had a couple of students transfer from other Greek Schools and it’s 

pleasing to hear positive feedback about our Greek School and that the 

children do not whine and have tears on the way to class.  All the stu-

dents in the different levels are excited to come to our school and are 

eager to learn and share what they’ve learned with their families.  Their 

smiles are priceless!   

Even though it has only been a little over a month that classes have start-

ed, the parents have seen a difference in their child/ren of how much 

they’ve learned as well as a difference in the teachers.  I truly thank the 

parents for sharing their feedback with me.  

In October, Father George had the Agiasmo (Blessing) for our Greek 

School students.  It was nice to see parents staying and being part of the 

Agiasmo as well. Our Greek School for the first time was invited and 

attended a special celebration at the Hellenic Center in Bethesda, MD for 

OXI Day on October 28th.  The students who attended, recited special 

poems beautifully, in honor of OXI Day and the students who could not 

be part of this special event, colored pictures pertaining to OXI; which 

were displayed in the Fellowship Hall at our church for several Sundays.  

During class, all the students were busy with hands on activities and they 

were very proud when they learned how meaningful October 28th was 

and how the Greeks were once again, heroes!  Our Greek School was the 

only school that participated in this event, at the Hellenic Center.   

Thank you to everyone that joined us and a special thank you to Mrs. 
Ergini for her involvement with the people at the Hellenic Center and 
making it possible for our Greek School to be part of this magnificent 
event.  We were honored to be invited, recognized and to represent our 

Parish. s s! 

Vasilia Ravaris 

Greek School Director 

vasilia@live.com   

Greek School  

Father George gives the Agiasmo (Blessing) for our 

Greek School students.  

mailto:vasilia@live.com
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GOYA 
Dear GOYA Parents and Parishioners,  

Our GOYAns started their Fall Community Outreach in October by mak-

ing forty “Daily Survival Kits”. They were donated to Seldens Landing 

Elementary School in Leesburg to benefit less fortunate children. Our 

sincere appreciation goes to all the GOYA parents who participated in 

this good deed.   

In November, baby bottles were distributed to collect monetary dona-

tions from all parishioners to donate to Birthright for Loudoun County. 

Birthright is an international non-profit organization that offers love, 

hope and support to each woman, to help her make a realistic plan for 

her future of her unborn child. Simultaneously, our GOYAns were busy 

with their Icon Making Project as their main Fall Fundraiser. Profits will 

benefit the Vocation Bible Camp and the GOYA Basketball Team. Sale of 

the Icons is planned for the whole month of December. This can make a 

perfect Christmas, Easter, birthday or Name Day gift for family members, 

relatives, friends, godchildren or godparents. 

Mrs. Debbie Kangelaris, who is a licensed Dietitian, spoke to our 

GOYAns about healthy eating habits and advised our youth to make 

good choices especially when they are off to college. Now it is all up to us 

to apply those advises into our daily life!  

This is the second year that we invite former GOYAns to speak about 

their college experience to our current GOYAns. On November 23rd, we 

look forward to welcoming Melanie Kangelaris and Jon Emch as our 

guest speakers. They will share important information how to be better 

prepared for college. Parents are welcome to join us. 

As Christmas time approaches, the GOYAns will decorate the church and 

will be honored to have the company of Father George who will be avail-

able to answer any questions the GOYAns might have. An email will be 

sent out with exact date and time for this event. Since this is the month 

of giving, our GOYAns will be collecting winter items (slightly used or 

new) such as mittens, scarves, socks winter coats or jackets for all ages to 

donate to a local shelter.  

We hope that all GOYAns will join us on January 11th for an Ice Skating 

Event and Lunch at Reston right after Liturgy. On January 18th, we plan 

to attend Liturgy in Nativity of Our Lord Church in Manassas and help 

them with feeding the homeless that same day.  

We are so honored to assist these amazing GOYAns in achieving their 

goals. We are reminded that we must be thankful for what God has 

blessed us with and we shall never forget the less fortunate ones. Our 

parish is lucky to have a group of wonderful GOYAns who dedicate their 

time and talent to serve God, church and its community. However, we 

will not be able to exist without the outstanding and continued support 

of our GOYA parents and parishioners. Thank you all from the bottom of 

our hearts! 

We wish you a blessed Thanksgiving holiday, Merry Christmas and a 

happy and healthy New Year! 

Sofia Kouiroukidis (kkouirouk@gmail.com) 

Lillian Funk (lilyfunk@hotmail.com) 

Goya Advisors 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/goya.html  

GOYAns participating in various activities including 

icon making, learning about nutrition, packing back-to-

school kits, and playing basketball. 

mailto:kkouirouk@gmail.com
mailto:lilyfunk@hotmail.com
http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/goya.html
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HOPE / JOY 
Join Hope & Joy for our second service activity for the 2014-2015 school 

year on Saturday, December 13th at 3:00 pm at the Loudoun County 

Youth Shelter located at 16450 Meadowview Ct. Leesburg, VA 20175. We 

will be giving adolescent/teen appropriate gifts, singing songs, and shar-

ing baked goods with needy youth in our community. Come along and 

Glorify God by serving humanity in His name! Call Ava Walter (703) 919-

8801 or Eleni Hadjimichael 831-236-6777 for more information. 

Thank you, 

Eleni Adamis Hadjimichael & Maria Drapas 

Hope/Joy Co-Directors 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/hopejoy.html  

At Right: Hope Joy visit to the Tall Oaks Assisted Living 

Community in Reston on November 15. The children 

brought handmade wreaths, treats, and sang holiday 

songs to the residents. 

 Above: Making the wreaths the night before. 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/hopejoy.html
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Hope & Joy  

December Service Trip       
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve…” 

Mark 10:45 

 

Please join Hope & Joy for our second service trip for the 2014-

2015 school year on Saturday December 13th at 3:00 pm at the 

Loudoun County Youth Shelter: 16450 Meadowview Court 

Leesburg, VA 20175 (703-771-5300). 

 

We will sing Christmas carols, bring adolescent/teen 

appropriate gifts, and share home-baked treats with needy 

youth in our community. Help us spread joy, honor and glorify 

God by serving humanity in His name! 

  

*Please bring a gift wrapped/bagged gift labeled for either a boy or girl. Fun ideas include: 

Books, cosmetics, winter-wear (gloves/hats/scarves) 

*Please arrange your treats on a disposable tray or platter 

 

For more information, contact Ava Walter (703) 919-8801 or 

avamwalter@gmail.com 



Orthodox Book Club 
In reading this year's book, "Everyday Saints and Other Stories" by Archi-

mandrite Tikhon Shevkunov, we came across some beautiful passages 

about humility. Here is one of them, which belongs to "one extremely 

independent-minded and educated monk": 

"It is only [...] through mysterious humility incomprehensible to the 

world, that a true Christian comes to one of the two greatest revelations 

in life. The first of these revelations is that one must discover the truth 

about oneself and see oneself as one truly is. You must meet your own 

self. And believe me it's the most important acquaintance. A vast number 

of people live their lives never even bothering to discover themselves at 

all. Sometimes we only have the vaguest notions or fantasies of who we 

are, and so depending upon our own vanity, pride, resentments, and 

ambitions we see nothing. But the truth, however bitter it might seem to 

us, is that we are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 

naked. [...] True humility does not humiliate a man. On the contrary, 

anyone who survives this ordeal, this bitterest and harshest of truths 

becomes a saint. It is only those who are humble who can peer into the 

future, who can become prophets and miracle workers, wondered at by 

all of you." (pp. 132-133) 

As we read this passage, we surely begin to want to know more about 

this powerful state of the soul. In thinking about humility, we can begin 

with some questions: What is it? How can one experience it? In 

"Everyday Saints" humility is called "mysterious" more than once, which 

indicates that it may not be easy to capture in words. However, the above 

quote generously gives us an insight: when we see that "we are wretched, 

and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked", that could be the begin-

ning of humility. 

Can we learn how to be humble, or is humility solely a gift from God 

(either you get it at some point in your life or you don't)? "Achieving" or 

"accomplishing" do not seem appropriate terms when applied to humili-

ty. "Learning" humility does not occur in the same way as learning a 

language, a craft or a skill, where if you put your mind to it, if you prac-

tice with motivation and determination, success is likely to happen. 

There is no clear "recipe" for being a humble person. To make things 

(seemingly) worse, even if at one point it may seem like "we've got it", at 

the very next moment we may lose it, if we're not careful! 

The Orthodox Book Club meetings provide an informal environment for 

discussing questions such as the above. We meet twice a month on Fri-

day evenings. Prior to each meeting, our participants read a couple of 

chapters of the assigned book, and are asked to reflect on questions that 

relate to both the reading and themselves as Christians living in a mod-

ern, secular society. The goal of our meetings is not as much to reach 

fixed answers, as it is to advance both discussion and further reflection. 

You are always welcome to stop by if you're interested in joining the 

Orthodox Book Club or just curious to attend one of our meetings! For 

more information, please contact Ana Balan at ahnonay15@gmail.com. 

This is a good time for new members to join our group! 

Have a blessed Christmas! 

In Christ, 

Ana Balan 

Book Club Coordinator 

ahnonay15@gmail.com  
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Philoptochos 
This has been a busy year for our Philoptochos.  We started our year with 

an $800 donation to our parish's altar fund.  We raised $450 for the area 

Agape Fund which helps assist sick, needy children in the payment of 

medical expenses.  We made many contributions to our New Jersey Me-

tropolis, which included: $430 for Camp Good Shepard, $100 for Emer-

gency Social Services, $50 for Prison Ministries, and an additional $450 

for national causes (http://www.philoptochos.org/outreach/commitments). 

Thanks to your generous donations we collected $625 for our local com-

munity outreach, LAWS (Loudoun Abused Women's Shelter) which was 

used to purchase gift cards.  Our contribution will go a long way to help 

victims and families of domestic violence.  Several hundreds of dollars 

were donated to local Orthodox families in need as well. 

We sponsored our first successful Taverna Night this past September and 

hope that it is the beginning of many more to come.  We continue to 

support the Agia Skepi Monastery through our holiday tsourekia and 

vasilopita sales; once again we are offering them for sale.  See the flyer 

attached to this newsletter, or you can pick one up at the church.  Order 

early! 

As we get ready to begin a new year, we encourage you to become a 

member.  Our membership drive starts in January, but we always wel-

come new members at any time.  We hope that you will support us so 

that we may continue our philanthropic outreach. 

We wish you all a peaceful and blessed Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Alexis Cleveland 

President Ladies Philoptochos 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/philoptochos.html  

mailto:ahnonay15@gmail.com
mailto:ahnonay15@gmail.com
http://www.philoptochos.org/outreach/commitments
http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/philoptochos.html
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Christmas Pageant 2014 

Our annual Christmas Pageant will take place on Sunday, December 

14th after the Divine Liturgy! Please join our GOPLC children who will be 

narrating the story of how God loved us so much that He sent His only 

son to join us on earth and to bring us into a unique relation with God 

and each other! 

 This year our Christmas Pageant is organized by Ava Walter, 

our Sunday School Second grade Teacher.  For further details and if you 

would like to help please contact Ava Walter at 703-919-8801 

(avamwalter@gmail.com) or Ergini Martnishn at 703-652-

4426 (ergini@aol.com). 

Parents: please make sure your children have already completed and 

handed in their registration forms. More information can be found on 

the Sunday School bulletin board in the lobby.  

In Christ's service, 

The Christmas Pageant Committee 

Parishioners in the Community 
George Blair was inducted into the National Society of Collegiate Schol-

ars - congratulations George!  

“The National Society of Collegiate Scholars (NSCS) is an honors organiza-

tion that recognizes and elevates high achievers.  NSCS members are deep-

ly committed to scholarship, leadership and service and as a result, are 

impacting their campus and local communities every day!” - NSCS website 
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The Men's Bible Study continues to thrive and we welcome new mem-

bers.  We meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the month at our 

church from 7:00-8:30 pm.  For the month of December we will meet on 

December 2 & 16.  We are currently reading the Book of Romans.  Join us 

to receive wonderful insights from Father George regarding the scripture 

with both the accurate translation from the Koine Greek and the histori-

cal reference at the time it was written.  Such insight is a true blessing to 

understanding the Bible and how its teachings apply to our daily lives as 

husbands, fathers, brothers, sons, and men. 

Nick Spyros 

nlspyros@yahoo.com   

Men’s Bible Study 
PAPOU’S WORKSHOP  

A  Division of Dr. Sawdust Workshop, LLC 

 

Jewelry Boxes, Gift Boxes,  

Stefana Display Cases, Bunk Beds 

 

All Hand Made in the USA 

Personalization Available 

WoodworkerJES@Reagan.com 

571-334-5837 

PAREA 
Beloved PAREA family! 

With God's grace and the wonderful and steadfast participation of our 

parishioners and friends, PAREA has reached its third anniver-

sary!  Throughout the years we have had the opportunity to welcome new 

stewards to our church through our PAREA, to successfully organize a 

"feeding the poor" bake sale, celebrate birthdays, name days, anniversaries, 

the birth of children, and the marriages of dear friends.  In God's name we 

share our lives together.  Once a month we gather with a joyous heart and 

an eagerness to see each other and spend a couple of hours as a big family. 

I thank God with all my heart for allowing us to continue to meet.  I thank 

God for each and every one of you! PAREA is not one person.  PAREA is all 

of you! Everyone who sits around our table every month.  A heartfelt thank 

you to all our friends who come every time.  PAREA would love to invite 

everyone who wishes to break bread with us to come and join us!   

PAREA has no membership fee, so please do not hesitate to join us, we 

meet on the first Tuesday of each month!  For December, please come and 

join us to joyfully celebrate our third anniversary at the Blair Resi-

dence.  We would love to see you all there! 

May the celebration of our Lord's birth bring joy, health, and happiness to 

you, and may we all continue to be blessed as we celebrate each other and 

our PAREA!   

Merry Christmas and a Happy and Blessed 2015! 

Καλά Χριστούγεννα και Ευτυχισμένος ο Καινούργιος Χρόνος! 

In His Everlasting Mercy, 

Marina Blair 

PAREA Chair 

blairmarina@gmail.com  

703-349-1842 (H) 

Above: PAREA gathering at Mediterranean Breeze in October. 

Below: November's blessed PAREA gathering at OPA Mezze Grill! 

mailto:nlspyros@yahoo.com
mailto:blairmarina@gmail.com
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All members of our Community are invited to participate in and enjoy a 
regular luncheon gathering at a restaurant of our choice, a short distance 

from our Church!  We are all brothers and sisters in Christ and, as a Christian 
family, we enjoy getting together, breaking bread, exchanging stories, and 

sharing fellowship! 

It will be a great opportunity to catch up with old friends and other 
parishioners, as well as to get to know newcomers to our Church!  Please, 

call all your friends and invite them to join us!  

It will be a time where we can enjoy each other’s company, exchange stories 
and create some new, beautiful memories and offer encouragement and 

support to each other in times of need!

Please, give Marina a call so we can have an idea of how many of you will be 
joining us!  We would love to see you there!

PAREA Chair:  Marina Blair (703-349-1842)

Honorary Chair:  Presvytera Joanna (571-379-6681)

P A R E A
Our Company of Friends

1st Tuesday of every month
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Choir 
It's an exciting time for us! What a joy it is to participate in the Divine 

Liturgy of our church! What an honor to lift prayers to the holy throne of 

Christ!  

The choir is working on Dmytro Bortnianski's Cherubic Hymn No. 7, 

which we hope to sing by Christmas. We will begin working with a small 

ensemble to sing some additional hymns for special feast days. We are 

preparing Glagolev's version of "All of Creation" for January 1st.  

Our souls are encouraged as we seek to bring our offering of song in 

praise and prayer to our great God and King!  

With love, 

Elpitha Skuce 

Choir Director 

archelles@yahoo.com  

AHEPA 
The 2014 Μολών Λαβέ AHEPA Chapter 542 Christmas Party will be held 

on Sunday, December 7, after church at The Bungalow Lakehouse off of 

Route 7.  The price for tickets is $40/adult and $10/child between 6-10 

(children under 6 years old are free).  If you have not yet done so, please 

purchase your tickets and RSVP no later than December 5 to: Dean 

Economou 703-597-4652 deaneconomou@ymail.com; Mike Hadjimichael 

831-915-0163 Mike.Hadjimichael@gmail.com; or Hal Hallet 202-557-1387 

Hal.Hallet@verizon.net.  Santa will make a guest appearance for all the 

children.  Please see the flyer for more information. 

We will also feature a raffle at $50/ticket with the following prizes: 1st 

prize - $1,000; 2nd prize - $500; and two 3rd prizes - $250 each.  Please 

contact Vasilis Fotopoulos, fuhuaxi@gmail.com, to purchase your raffle 

tickets and you may be able to pick your number.  They will go fast as we 

are only printing 100 tickets.  Please get your raffle tickets early to secure 

your favorite numbers.  Merry Christmas! 

If you have not already done so, please pay your dues for 2015 to Mike 

Hadjimichael, and if you would like to join AHEPA, please contact Nick 

Spyros at nlspyros@yahoo.com, Dean Economou, Mike Hadjimichael, 

Hal Hallet, or Vasilis Fotopoulos.  Dues are $100 per adult and college 

students receive a significant discount. 

mailto:archelles@yahoo.com
mailto:nlspyros@yahoo.com
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5th 2014 

December 4th 

St. Barbara the Great Martyr 
Orthros, 8:15 AM.  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM  

December 6th 

St. Nicholas 
Orthros, 8:15 AM.  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM  

December 12th 

St. Spyridon 
Orthros, 8:15 AM.  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM  

December 24th 

Nativity Eve 
Great Hours and Vespers, 9:00 AM  

December 24th 

Christmas Eve 
Orthros, 6:30 PM.  Divine Liturgy, 7:45 PM  

December 4th 

St. Stephen Martyr 
Orthros, 8:15 AM.  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM  

December  Liturgical Schedule 
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Member in the Spotlight — Bill and Smaro Caras   

Where are you from (in the U.S. and your roots in Greece)?  

Bill is originally from West Palm Beach, Florida, and is 2nd and 3rd gen-

eration Greek American. His father’s side is from Samos, and his moth-

er’s side is from Mytilene and northern Greece. I (Smaro) am originally 

from Pittsburgh, PA, and am 1st generation Greek American. My father is 

from Thessaloniki and my mother is from Ikaria. I have been living in the 

DC area for 17 years. 

Who is in your family?  

Just us two, for now. And the crazy squirrels living in our backyard. 

Any interesting facts about you, your family or your ethnicity? 

Bill is a pharmacist who works online at home, backstopping the hospi-

tals in Florida he used to work for in person. I am a loan officer for a 

federal agency, the US Export Import Bank, financing exports for small 

businesses.  

Bill’s maternal family came to the US through Ellis Island in the early 

1900’s. He has a younger brother who lives in Austin, Texas with his 

family. Bill has three Godchildren. 

My maternal family is from Ikaria, which is known to be the place where 

people forget to die. Dubbed as one of the Blue Zones, people live well 

into their 90’s and early 100’s, healthy and active. My paternal grandpar-

ents spent their childhood in Constantinople, with both families owning 

ships and were shipping merchants. They escaped the city in 1922 amidst 

the rise of the war, and fled back to Thessaloniki. And in the 1940’s my 

great-aunt in Thessaloniki hid Jews in her house when the Nazis were 

burning down the city. I have a younger sister who lives in DC with her 

husband. I also have three Godchildren.  

What are your interests/hobbies? 

Bill is a longtime member of AHEPA, and a former District 2 Governor, 

which encompassed the state of Florida. He is also a voracious reader, and 

has accumulated a decent amount of knowledge of history, religion, and 

politics. 

I am a Red Cross Disaster Services volunteer in my spare time, and have 

spent time volunteering in Africa assisting with Microfinance programs, a 

side passion of mine. I practice yoga, and at home, I am an avid gardener 

and cook. 

How did you come to our Parish?  

Bill discovered the Parish a couple of years ago while living in Reston. 

Other Greek Orthodox Parishes in the area seemed too far away, and 

especially difficult to get to when trying to attend evening services. I start-

ed attending after marrying Bill and moving to VA from Maryland. 

What aspects or ministries of our Parish are you involved with? 

Bill is a member of the AHEPA Board of Directors for the newly formed 

Molon Lave Chapter #542. I am the dance group coordinator. 

What are your hopes for the future of our Parish?  

Just like everyone else, to grow and to have our own church. 

What have you enjoyed most about our Parish? 

Everyone made us feel very welcomed from the beginning. We have made 

new, wonderful friends, and we truly enjoy the feeling of family at the 

Parish. And of course, Father George is an amazing spiritual leader and a 

provider of great advice, who has made us feel at home from day one.  

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/newsletter.html
mailto:christine.poulias@gmail.com
mailto:gregjoiner@gmail.com
mailto:frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com
mailto:liaecon@comcast.net
mailto:porphanides@myselectproperties.com

