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A Message from Father George Alexson 
"But he who endures (hypomeinas) to the end will be saved" (Matt. 80:79) 

We have all seen television commercials commending the benefits of endurance.  Endurance, or perseverance, in 

achieving our goals, whether in sports, business, academics or any comparable activity, is a given.  Indolence, apathy, 

or a defeatist attitude never a winner will make.  As our quote from St. Matthew's Gospel confirms, the advantages 

inherent in the essence of endurance are equally applied to the spiritual realm.  "He who endures to the end will be 

saved."  There is a direct, undeniable link, between endurance and salvation.  It is our Lord Himself who draws that 

link.  Salvation is a gift, but only for those who are willing to work for it.  Examples of tireless combatants in the 

spiritual realm are not difficult to find in our Orthodox tradition.  One such example is found in St. Athanasius' biog-

raphy of St. Anthony the Great. 

St. Anthony (ca. 251-356) was not, as commonly believed, the father of monasticism.  Monastic life was already a 

feature in several Egyptian communities prior to St. Anthony's departure for the desert.  His place as a pioneer in the 

monastic movement of the fourth century lies in the fact that, he is acknowledged as the first to have moved far out 

into the desert to practice the sacred skill of the ascetic.  It was there in the desert that he confronted, in the same 

manner as our Lord, the depraved deceptions of the Evil One.  St. Athanasius preserves for us a remarkable account 

of the devil's attempt to inhibit St. Anthony from pursuing a life of prayer and virtue, to the point that demons had 

attacked and beaten him mercilessly, "inflicting terrible wounds upon him."  He writes:  "St Anthony’s staunchness 

was greater than the wiles of the Enemy. Taking the form of ferocious beasts, the devils tried to force the saint to 

leave that place, but he defeated them by trusting in the Lord."  After wrestling with these horrible demons all night 

finally, St. Anthony, "Looking up, the saint saw the roof opening, as it were, and a ray of light coming down toward 

him. The demons disappeared and he cried out, “Where have You been, O Merciful Jesus? Why didn’t You appear 

from the very beginning to end my pain?”   The Lord replied, “I was here, Anthony, but wanted to see your struggle. 

Now, since you have not yielded, I shall always help you and make your name known throughout all the world.” 

After this vision St Anthony was healed of his wounds and felt stronger than before. He was then thirty-five years of 

age." 

This extraordinary account reminds us of just how essential endurance is in the Christian life.  The word in the origi-

nal Greek text from St. Matthew's Gospel is, hypomone.  It is a combination of two words, its use dating to Homeric 

times: the preposition hypo and the verb meno.  In translation it can mean, to remain behind, stand one's ground, 

survive, remain steadfast, persevere.  It was used frequently in military contexts and was, at first, ethically neu-

tral.  From the time of Plato, however, the noun hypomone came into use and, both forms, verb and noun, now im-

ply value judgments in both the positive and negative sense.  Positively, steadfastness, constancy and perseverance 

are among the noblest of virtues, equally esteemed in the ethical systems of Plato and Aristotle. 

In addition to our quote from St. Matthew, we find forms of hypomone in other scriptural texts.  For example, in the 

Epistle of St. James (5:11) we read, "Indeed, we count them blessed who endure.  You have heard  of the perseverance 

of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord..."  In the Book of Revelation (3:10) we find this verse, "Because you 

have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole 

world, to test those who dwell on the earth." 

In what are we expected to persevere?  Quite simply, in the Faith and in our covenant relationship with the Father, 

by observing His commandments and, by remaining steadfast in our commitment to the Christian way of life. 

The summons to persevere is both a personal and a shared call.  Every committed Christian carries on his shoulders-

-"take up your cross and follow Me"-- the responsibility to maintain the integrity of his baptismal pledge.  All Chris-

tian believers, likewise, have a mutual responsibility to guard and advance the Gospel message, "making disciples [by 

virtue of their example] of all the nations, baptizing them...and teaching them to observe all things that I have com-

manded you..."   

St. Anthony is an outstanding example of an individual's steadfastness in safeguarding the Christian witness.  He 

stood his ground in the face of the most terrible demonic harassment, and, by God's grace, triumphed.  On the col-
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Message from the Parish Council President – Marina Blair  
“Christians, have we understood the great respon-

sibility that we have taken on before God through 

baptism? Have we come to know that we must 

conduct ourselves as children of God, that we 

must align our will with the will of God, that we 

must remain free from sin, that we must love God 

with all our hearts and always patiently await 

union with Him? Have we thought about the fact 

that our heart should be so filled with love that it 

should overflow to our neighbor? Do we have the 

feeling that we must become holy and perfect, 

children of God and heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven? We must struggle for 

this, so that we may not be shown unworthy and rejected. Let none of us lose 

our boldness, nor neglect our duties, nor be afraid of the difficulties of spir-

itual struggle. For we have God as a helper, who strengthens us in the diffi-

cult path of virtue. (St. Nektarios of Aegina, The Path to Happiness) 

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Blessed New Year! 

As every year, we fill our minds and our hearts with the promises of resolu-

tions.  We are eager to fulfill all kinds of earthly promises to ourselves and 

to others.  However, the words of St. Nektarios of Aegina wholeheartedly 

remind us that the only thing we truly need is our faith.  This should be 

our constant resolution, our fervent desire and our daily struggle.  As we 

look down the road to another year in our lives, this is the only resolution 

we need: To continue our efforts to grow spiritually and learn how to be-

come better Christians.   
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This year our beloved parish is celebrating its 10th anniversary.  We are 

humbled and overjoyed with the blessings bestowed on us by our Heaven-

ly Father.  We thank everyone who has worked and supported our parish’s 

efforts throughout these years.   May our God bless us all with many more 

decades of faithful existence.  

So many events have taken place since our December newsletter.  Our 

GOYAns decorated our church beautifully, and joyfully spread the Christ-

mas spirit.  The Coffee and Cupcakes event at the Blair residence to wel-

come new stewards brought us closer as a church family.  Our HOPE and 

JOY spent a very touching visit at the Youth Shelter in Leesburg where 

they brought gifts, sweets, and even played basketball with the shelter 

youth.  We all promised to return.  The AHEPA Christmas luncheon was 

such a nice gathering!  The children really enjoyed Santa’s visit, and we all 

joined in the caroling.  Our PAREA, GOYA and Sunday School baked and 

offered beautiful platters with sweets to our seniors as a token of love and 

appreciation for their support and guidance through the years.   

A special thank you to the Sunday School and Greek School for a beautiful 

Christmas play!  Ergini Martnishn, our Sunday School Director surprised 

us by extending an invitation to Achilleas who beautifully chanted spiritu-

al Byzantine hymns during the play.  Thank you Ergini, and thank you 

Achilleas for coming to our Parish and sharing your talent and love for our 

faith through your music and chanting.   

Our PAREA celebrated its 0th anniversary with a joyous luncheon!  Ange-

like Maoury was the recipient of the special anniversary gift!  We wish 

PAREA many more years of success! 

Continued on page 3... 
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The Philoptochos Vasilopita and Christopsomo sale was successful. 

Following the Christmas Eve service, we all enjoyed a bowl of hot soup 

courtesy of the Blair family and lovingly prepared by Delia’s Restaurant.  

May our Lord bless us with many more opportunities to gather together 

as a church family! 

On January 1st and also on January 10th, Father George cut the Vasilopita 

for our Ministries and for our parishioners.  Alexia Blair and the GOYA 

Basketball Team respectively won the “Flouri”!  May God bless our youth!   

On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to express our deep appreci-

ation and gratitude to last year’s Parish Council Vice President Andrew 

Kaffes, who recently resigned from his position.  However, Andrew will 

continue to focus on and use his multiple talents as the Chair of the 

Future Planning Committee.  His dedication to our church and his 

efforts to promote our church’s vision are exemplary.   I am also deeply 

honored to welcome Sofia Kouiroukidis to the Parish Council.  Sofia is 

already active within our church with our GOYAns and our Orthodox 

Book Club.  We are also pleased to welcome John Margeti as one of our 

chanters.  John is already sharing his talent in chanting the beautiful 

Byzantine Hymns we enjoy during the liturgy.  Welcome! 

With God’s grace our anniversary year will be an exceptional one for our 

church!  All our Ministries will be working diligently for His glory, and 

will organize special events including visits to Monasteries that will bring 

us all closer together as a community in celebration of our 10th anniver-

sary.   With your generosity and the latest pledges, our Building Fund is 

approaching $150,000!  A special thank you to our stewards who took 

advantage of the 2016 Matching Program.  We received $20,020 in new 

pledges and pledge increases, which will be matched dollar for dollar by 

an overwhelmingly generous anonymous donor.  Let us not forget that 

the average amount of funds we need to keep our parish functioning is 

over $20,000 per month.  With deep faith and gratitude in our hearts for 

our Lord and Savior, we will move forward as we work persistently and 

conscientiously to fulfill our vision!   

Dearly beloved, I wish you all a healthy and blessed 2016.  I would like to 

conclude by sharing with you an Orthodox Quote of the Day:  

“You will achieve nothing by your own efforts alone; yet God will not give 

you anything, unless you work with all your strength.” 

In His Everlasting Mercy, 

Marina A. Blair 

Parish Council President 

blairmarina@gmail.com  

(703-309-1802)  

President’s Message Continued 

January 10th church ministries cutting Vasilopita 
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Our Parishioners sharing fellowship 

If you wish to vote during our next General    

Assembly, please become a  steward now, as our 

UPR, article 20, section 5 dictates the following:   

A new parishioner of the Parish may vote in 

the election if he/she has become a member 

in good standing at least three (3) months 

prior thereto.  

Fr. George's Message         continued... 
lective side, the Civil Rights Movement of the late 1950's and 60's, the 

Right to Life Movement, and, now, countless ethical issues challenging 

the social and moral principles of society at large, are significant exam-

ples of just how much the diachronic Christian voice is needed in our 

world.  Even when our voice is not heard or respected, as in the tragedy 

of abortion, we still have a duty to defend the value and sanctity of un-

born life and, the God-established mandates of nature.  We must never 

fall prey to the erroneous view that religious principles have no place in 

our "multi-cultural" society.  All our Constitution demands, is that our 

country have no "established" religion.  It does not mandate that secular-

ism be preferred over religion.  Indeed, the history of our country proves 

just how dependent her Founders were, and her people continue to be, 

on belief in God and His established order.   

"Because you have kept My command to persevere..." (Rev. 3:10) As scrip-

ture tells us, "if God is for us, who can be against us?" (Rom. 8:31).  We 

have no reason to fear; we have no reason to back down, either as indi-

viduals or a group.  Let righteousness and truth prevail in all things; "let 

us stand well, without fear," no matter what! 

Fr. George 

mailto:blairmarina@gmail.com


Stewardship 
Kudos to our Stewards! 

Your response to our 2016 Stewardship Matching Program was overwhelming! 

We received $20,020 in new and increased pledges which will be matched 

dollar for dollar this year by a generous donor. 

The generosity of the donor cannot be overstated, nor can our Stewards’ 

eagerness to be a part of the Matching Program.  It was truly humbling to get 

calls and emails from parishioners who wanted to stretch their stewardship as 

much as they could to maximize the match. As you can see from the results, 

every increase mattered, no matter big or small. Thank you for your outpour-

ing of love and true commitment to our church.  We thank God for guiding 

the donor to make this all possible. 

If you are a new parishioner, you may be wondering what a pledge is and why 

it is so important. Your pledge is your financial commitment to the church, 

the amount you plan to pay to be a Steward or member of the church for that 

calendar year (January-December).  You make your pledge by filling out a 

Pledge Card which must be done each year. There are two reasons why filling 

out a pledge card is important: 

You are considered a “member in good standing” at a church if you have sub-

mitted a pledge card and made payments toward that pledge. You must be a 

“member in good standing” to baptize a child, become a godparent, get mar-

ried, or participate in a wedding service.  

Your pledge helps the church estimate its Stewardship revenue for the annual 

budget. Pledges help the Parish Council budget against the church’s monthly 

expenses.  

Please note that if you submit a pledge card and your financial circumstances 

change, you can always let the Stewardship Chair or Father George know if 

you cannot meet your pledge.  All Stewardship information is kept strictly 

confidential. 

Looking to 2016, the Stewardship Committee is planning several events for 

this winter and spring with more to come throughout the year. Our goals are 

to welcome new parishioners, thank our stewards for their time, talents and 

treasures, and bring parishioners together in fellowship outside of coffee 

hour!  

Here are some of the upcoming events: 

Family Bowling: On February 15 from 1-3pm, we are expanding the popular 

Mother-Son Bowling to include all family members. This will be at Bowl 

America in Sterling. The cost is $13 per bowler to include shoe rental. RSVP to 

Christy Lisciandro (christylis@comcast.net) so we can reserve enough lanes.  

GOPLC Wine Night: Join us for the GOPLC Wine Night  on Saturday, Febru-

ary 20, at 7:30pm at the home of Chad and Julie Burke: 03228 Golf View Dr., 

Chantilly, VA 20152. Bring a bottle of wine for our tasting and win a prize for 

best wine! See the flyer in this newsletter for more details. Please RSVP to me 

at liaecon@comcast.net by February 13.  

Mother-Daughter Tea: On Sunday, March 6 at 2:00pm, I will be hosting at my 

home in Potomac Falls an afternoon Mother-Daughter Tea. Mothers and 

daughters of all ages are welcome! An invitation with details will be sent to 

the parish. 

We are always open to event ideas and ways to grow our Stewardship. Feel 

free to contact me at liaecon@comcast.net or on Sundays during coffee 

hour.  We welcome all ideas to help us grow and thrive. 

May you and your family have a blessed new year! 

In God’s Service, 

Lia Economou 

Chair, Stewardship Committee 

liaecon@comcast.net  

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES 

Shown below is a list of individuals and families who have made their Stewardship pledge for 2016 

as of January 31.  Thank you for your financial commitment to our parish. If you have not submit-

ted a pledge for 2016, please complete the pledge card in this newsletter and return it to the 

church. Questions can be directed to Lia Economou at liaecon@comcast.net. 

Fr. George & Presv. Joanna Alexson Nicholas and Constantina Kass 

Tom and Pattie Ayers Bill and Kathy Kendrat 

John and Kristina Ayoub Maria Kitromilis 

Vasilios Bakopanos Matthew Knudson 

Ronald and Mina Baldinger George and Helen Kontzias 

George and Karen Banks Nikolaos and Sofia Kouiroukides 

Alexia Blair Michael and Effie Koutsourais 

Robert and Marina Blair Mariana Korulaki 

Tim and Diane Boone Alexandra Lampros and Hal Hallett 

Chad and Julie Burke Nikoleta Lelis 

Deacon Harry and Maria Chelpon John and Christy Lisciandro 

Mikhail Chelpon Angelike Maoury 

Greg and Marilena Cherpes Pete Margaros and Kiki Georges 

Ed and Alexis Cleveland Steve and Ergini Martnishn 

Dean and Maria Coulopoulos George and Debra Mokhiber 

Georgia Dimitras Paul and Lisa Orphanides 

Aristos and Anna Dimitriou Panayiotis (Peter) and Cynthia Panagopoulos 

Art Dimopoulos Jerry and Helen Pollatos 

Craig and Marianna Dodson Pete Pontikis 

David and Susan Dorn Terry and Christine Poulias 

John and Maria Drapas Despina Psomiades 

Dean and Lia Economou Vladimir and Galina Repin 

Paris Economou James and Mary Rigas 

Vasilis and Joan Fotopoulos Thomas and Elpida Skuce 

Cookie Freire Constantine Sofologis 

Gary and Lillian Funk Nicholas and Liba Spyros 

John and Patricia Galanis Paul Spyros 

John and Patti George Sarah Spyros 

Angeline Gillas Moska Stratis 

Juan and Ioanna Gisone Dwaine and Irene Thomas 

Michael and Eleni Hadjimichael Maria Tsapos 

Nicholas and Asha Ioanou Lou Turilli 

Neil, Alexandra, and Christopher Jesuele Todd and Ava Walter 

Greg and Ashley Joiner Maria Zangos 

Andrew and Vasiliki Kaffes Christos Zirps 

Themis Kalaris   
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Circle areas of expertise or 
interest: 

 

Youth Groups and Classes 
Hope & Joy 

GOYA 
Greek Dance Instruction 

Greek School 
Sunday School  

 
Groups and Ministries 

AHEPA 
Altar Service 
Bible Study 

Choir 
Ladies Philoptochos 
Orthodox Book Club  
PAREA lunch group 
Parish Newsletter 

Social Events 
Stewardship Committee 

Visiting Elderly 
 

Building Fund Shatters Short-term Objective; FPC Vets Two Church Sites 

With sincere thanks to our generous parishioners, and by God’s grace, the GO-

PLC Memorial Building Fund stands at just over $165,000, including pledg-

es.  We shattered our short-term objective of $150,000 by December 31, 2015, 

thanks in part to a generous $25,000 pledge from one of our families and anoth-

er $10,000 donation from Mr. Perry Siatis.  As Father George mentioned during 

our Vasilopita-cutting ceremony, Mr. Siatis has become our largest benefactor 

to the Building Fund during this current fundraising drive, donating $30,200 

cumulatively, and he does not even reside in the DC metro area.  However, we 

could not have achieved our short-term objective without each of the dona-

tions, small, large, and in between, that we received from you—our parishion-

ers.  Thank you.  You are making a difference!  

Although the Fund’s growth is encouraging (approximately $75,000 increase 

from a year ago including pledge), we must build upon this momentum to reach 

our ambitious Stage 2 goal of $250,000 by March 31, 2016.  To do so will require 

some creative out-of-the-box thinking and hustle.  Nevertheless, our Stage 2 

goal is in striking distance and the Future Planning Committee (FPC) welcomes 

any ideas, best practice examples, or success stories that you have to share.   

Also, during the June visit of His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos, His Emi-

nence recommended we also explore existing church sites for sale.  Therefore, 

in recent months the FPC and Parish Council members have vetted two church 

sites, having visited each site on two occasions.  Temple Baptist Church (1505 

Dranesville Rd., Herndon) together with its school is one property.  The second 

church is officially not on the market so we cannot disclose its name. However, 

it is located in Sterling.  We reviewed each of these properties at November’s 

General Assembly meeting, and we were encouraged that our GA does not 

object to the pursuit of church sites for sale.  Although their price tags may 

seem daunting, their ability to fulfill our Vision to build an Orthodox Commu-

nity and the revenue-generating aspects the sites provide are intriguing.  Please 

approach FPC members if you have questions or would like to know more about 

them.  For our part, the FPC’s next steps must be to approach local banks to 

determine what our financial options are. 

The FPC reviews all opportunities that are brought to its attention.  All opportu-

nities are considered; however, properties zoned for churches and potentially 

able for revenue generation to aid in its payment, receive top consideration.     

Future Planning – How You Can Help 

 Become involved.  Stay involved.  Help us fulfill Our Vision. 

 Volunteer your professional talents.  Share your expertise. 

 Publicize our Parish whenever you can.  

 Increase your Stewardship commitment.  

 Make a Pledge and/or Contribute to our Building Fund  - Please keep it 

in mind when developing your Charitable Giving or Long-term Financial 

or Estate Plans.  

 Help us identify donors for a Capital Campaign and other major fund-

raising drives.  

 Share Your Ideas & Suggestions with Us...Together, We Can Do It! 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Kaffes 

Future Planning Committee 
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Fr. George presenting our church's largest Building Fund 

donation to Andrew Kaffes of the Future Planning Committee 

http://www.greekorthodoxloudoun.org/futureplanning.html
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Sunday School 
Our GOPLC Sunday school Christmas Play was a huge success! 

This past Christmas we presented the story of the Birth of our Lord all the 

way from Creation - Adam and Eve (Old Testament) until the Nativity / 

Incarnation (New Testament) – Our hymns were presented in the Byzan-

tine style focusing on experiencing God Himself as made possible by the 

Incarnation. This experience is often called “mysticism” or described as 

“mystical” and has various otherworldly adjectives attached to it.  But the 

Incarnation of Christ, His Nativity, show us that we experience God Him-

self in everyday life from the day God created us until His second coming.  

Some of the audience (who came from other churches) asked us to share 

the text with them so they can use it at their community too. 

THANK YOU TO THE PARENTS AND TEACHERS WHO HELPED 

THANK YOU TO MR. ACHILLEAS PAPAEFTHYMIOU WHO KINDLY 

OFFERED TO SING THE BYZANTINE HYMNS 

Our Sunday School offered to our church all the PROSFORA for 

November – December 2015 

A big thank you to Presvytera Ioanna who motivated our Sunday School 

to be involved in providing Prosfora to our church– This activity is a 

blessing and an honor for all of us!!! 

Our Sunday School participated in preparing gifts for our seniors 

Sunday School as well as GOYA and Parea were inspired by Presvytera 

Ioanna’s idea, according to which we prepared over 50 trays with tradi-

tional baked goods and distributed them to our seniors. 

Thank you to all who helped this wonderful gesture toward our seniors!!! 

Children’s choir  

With God’s help and the prayers of Father George our Sunday School 

spearheaded the creation of the children’s choir under the direction of 

Mr. Lansdell and the support of Elpida, as well as our Byzantine 

chanters /psaltes.  We are currently preparing hymns and song to honor 

the 25th of March celebration. 

St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival 

Our GOPLC Sunday School is preparing to host the Parish Oratorical 

Festival in March, 2016. The topics have already been announced by our 

Archdiocese and our students are encouraged to make their final selec-

tion by January 30, 2016 which is the Feast of the Three Holy Fathers, 

Great Hierarchs and Ecumenical Teachers Basil the Great, Gregory the 

Theologian, and John Chrysostom.  

In addition to our current Sunday School students, we would like to in-

vite all our GOPLC Families who have not so far attended Sunday School 

to go ahead and join our classes reiterating that it is never too late to 

register and participate in our Oratorical Festival.  

We look forward to having all of our students from 0th to 12th grade 

participate in this program. A panel of 3 judges will review and grade 

each speaker. The speakers in the Elementary Division (Grades 0th to 6th 

grade) are not judged.  

For further details and questions please contact our Sunday School senior 

class teacher, and Oratorical festival chairman, Mr. John Canakaris who is 

available to talk with you after the completion of Sunday School classes. 

Please, join us to hear our local presenters in March, 2016. The date will 

be announced forthcoming. May God Bless all of our participants in this 

OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP OUR GOPLC SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 Substitute Teaching 

 Driving the Future (Help to organize Sunday School 
parents/teachers/friends gatherings and discussions on our 
youth’s preparation to cope with the world ahead) 

 Prosfora Drive (Visit Aghia Skepi Monastery; spend a 
wonderful day with the nuns, pick the prosfora and bring 
them to our church)  

 Chanting and Performing Group (Help with our Sunday 
School efforts to create and maintain a group that will partic-
ipate in GOPLC events as well in other events organized by 
the Greek Orthodox communities in the greater metropoli-
tan area of Washington) 

 Preschoolers Gatherings (Help with our Sunday School 
efforts to sponsor an early childhood education class focus-
ing on Orthodoxy and Greek language.) 
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year’s Oratorical Festival.  And may the Three Hierarchs guide our chil-

dren’s thoughts and give them the knowledge and faith to do well in this 

event and in their whole life. 

Wishing everyone a Blessed 2016! 

In Christ, 

Ergini B. Martnishn 

Sunday School Director 

703-652-0026, ergini@aol.com    

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/catechetical.html 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/catechetical.html


Photos from the Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun 

County Christmas Play 

Page 8 The Light  To Φως 

Sunday School continued... 



GOYA 
Happy and blessed New Year to all GOYA Parents and our wonder-

ful Parishioners! 

Hooray for all the GOYAns and their parents who helped decorate the 

church this Christmas! We are forever grateful for your efforts and dedi-

cation to beautify our parish during this special time of the year. We are 

also thankful to all the parishioners who anonymously donated winter 

items from the wish list on the church Christmas tree such as gloves, 

scarves, socks, hats, and undershirts.  All are collected and will be donat-

ed to a local shelter in Loudoun.  May the Lord grant you and your fami-

lies anything your heart desires! 

We have started 2016 with great news as GOYA collected $269.00 from 

the Icon and Heritage Ornament Christmas Fundraiser.  The total 

amount has been donated to the Church Building Fund.  To celebrate the 

GOYAns’ hard work and dedication, we enjoyed lunch at Panera fol-

lowed by Ice Skating fun time at Reston Center.  We even had a few 

brave GOYA parents, GOYA Basketball Coach and a former GOYAn join-

ing the skaters in the rink!  Bravo!  

We are currently working on a Super Bowl of Caring Fundraiser by sell-

ing raffle tickets for four baskets with the following themes: Spiritual, 

Greek, Russian and Italian.  The drawing will be on February 10th and 

money raised will be donated to the Church Building Fund as well as the 

International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC).  I would like to ex-

press my gratitude to all GOYA parents who donated items to the theme 

baskets. Special thanks to the following ladies who happily donated most 

of the items for these baskets and they are: 

 Marianne Voyages for the Greek basket 

 Tamara Chernoskutova for the Russian basket 

 Lillian Funk for the Italian basket 

 Sofia Kouiroukidis for the Spiritual basket 

Looking ahead, GOYA is getting ready for a special event in February. 

The GOYAns will hold their 5th annual Talent Show to honor the Yiayias 

and Pappous of our parish on February 21st from 1 pm to 0 pm at church. 

Invitations will be handed close to the event’s date. The GOYAns will 

show their musical, artistic and educational talents, while the GOYA 

Parents will humbly present their cooking abilities by preparing delicious 

dishes for lunch in honor of all our Yiayias and Pappous.  

We pray that our Lord Jesus Christ will guide and help us accomplish our 

plans to benefit our church and its community.  Please allow me to leave 

you with this wonderful prayer that says it all: “Almighty God, our Help 

and Refuge, who knows that we can do nothing right without Your guid-

ance and help; direct me by Your wisdom and power, that I may accom-

plish this task and, whatever I do according to Your divine will, so that it 

may be beneficial to me and others and to the glory of Your holy Name.  

Amen.” 

Sincerely,  

Sofia Kouiroukidis (kkouirouk@gmail.com) & Lillian Funk 

GOYA Advisors 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/goya.html  

Icon and Heritage Ornament Christmas Fundraiser 

Our Christmas Tree decorated by the GOYAns 
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Super Bowl of Caring Baskets Fundraiser 
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Ice Skating Winter Outing & Lunch at Panera in Reston 
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GOYA continued... 
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HOPE and JOY 
Happy New Year!  Our children of Hope & Joy have had a very excit-
ing winter. On Saturday, December 12, we visited the Loudoun Coun-
ty Youth Shelter in Leesburg. Our precious children brought gifts and 
treats to brighten the lives of some very needy youth.  It was a very 
successful visit and we look forward to visiting again this Spring to 
spread more of Christ’s love.  

January 22 we had our annual “Family Game Night”, when children 
enjoyed a relaxed atmosphere with their friends and parents at church 
while playing favorite board games.  We made 2 beautiful posters to 
support our first collaborative Philoptochos-Hope & Joy Loudoun 
County Animal Shelter Donation Drive.  Children also brought in 
much needed supplies for donation – towels, dog and cat food and  
other supplies.  The main donation drive will take place in our church 
lobby Sunday February 10th. 

Our February meeting will be Friday February 5th at our usual 
time - 6:00-7:15PM at church. We will be making/decorating Valen-
tine's Day cards which will be for sale in our church lobby the follow-
ing Sunday February 7th. The hand-crafted cards will be sold for $5.00 
each and our goal will be to sell 100 cards.  Our proceeds will go di-
rectly into our church's building fund!  We are trying to teach our 
children that they are indeed able to assist and empower our commu-
nity.  Please buy cards from us! 

We look forward to many more opportunities to enjoy fellowship with 
our children and their families.  If you hear of events in the communi-
ty that would be appropriate for our kids, please let us know! 

In Christ, 

Aspasia Dintini & Ava Walter 

HOPE and JOY Co-Directors 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/hopejoy.html  

Ambassadors for Christ - playing basketball with 

Loudoun County Youth Shelter Residents 
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Our children singing carols for Loudoun County Youth 

Shelter Residents 
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Choir News 
The choir and chant stand welcomes John Margetis!  John has been a 

frequent welcome guest over the years, but is now taking a job position 

in Herndon which enables him to be with us on a more regular basis.  We 

are excited to have John helping us with the beautiful music of our byz-

antine hymns.  With the blessing of Father George, we are going to be 

learning new responses, and hymns in Mode 0, and Plagal 0th mode. Our 

long-range goal is to be able to chant the entire liturgy in both these 

modes.  As always, all are welcome to join us!  Rehearsals are the 1st and 

3rd Thursdays of every month, 7pm at the church.   

“May our mouths which Thou hast fashioned become the mouth of the 

Church. May we sing and chant not for ourselves only but for all present 

in the church.  Glory and Praise unto Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!" ~ 

adapted from Abbess Thaisa's prayers\ 

In Christ, 

Elpida Skuce 

Choir Director 

Orthodox Book Club 
Happy New Year! 

We are enjoying our new read “Our Thoughts Determine Our Lives” The 

life and Teachings of Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica. The Chapters we have 

covered so far were on thoughts, family life, humility, on serving God and 

neighbor, monasticism, repentance, prayer, love and the fallen world.  

Father George was our honored guest on January 8th and he enlightened 

us with his words of wisdom.  On behalf of all members of the Orthodox 

Book Club, I thank Father George from the bottom of my heart for offer-

ing his valuable time and spiritual guidance.  

In the chapter on Love, Elder Thaddeus says “We can all be good if, with 

all our hearts, we unite ourselves with the Source of Life, God. He will 

give us strength to love both ourselves and our neighbor.  Without God it 

is not possible to love oneself, even.” 

We look forward to reading other interesting chapters as those on spir-

itual struggle, faith, inner peace and spiritual realm. Please contact Sofia 

Kouiroukidis at kkouirouk@gmail.com if you are interested to one, two, 

three or all meetings in the near future.  

Sincerely, 

Sofia Kouiroukidis (kkouirouk@gmail.com) 

Book Club Coordinator 

We are reading: “Our Thoughts Determine our Lives” 

Pictured From left to right: Chanter John Margetis, 

Chanter Nick Grivas, Choir Members: Athena Lansdell , 

Zoe Skuce, Millie Morris, Andreas Voyages, Kayla 

Poulias, Elpida Skuce, Bret Lansdell , Sophia Lauren 

Ab'Samra, Lizzie Emch, Denise Lansdell 

 

Choir Members not shown: Kathy Kendrat, Annamaria 

Kendrat, Christina Kendrat, Keith Pullman, Lillian Funk, 

Matt Knudson, and Tom Skuce 
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Molon Lave AHEPA Chapter 542 
Our AHEPA Chapter 502 sponsored the Parish Christmas Luncheon which 
was held on Sunday, Dec. 13 at Bungalow Lakehouse in Sterling. We had a 
record 72 people this year.  Special thanks to Nick Spyros for chairing the 
Planning Committee and Elpida Skuce for organizing and leading the 
carolers.  Parents and kids very much appreciated pictures with Santa, 
treats, and our social media app that Vasilis Fotopoulos brought to track 
Santa’s travels. 

Our chapter meetings are the 2nd Monday of each month.  At our Decem-
ber meeting held on Dec. 10th, we had a social at Vasilis Fotopoulos's 
home.  The majority of our brotherhood were in attendance including 
some of our newly initiated members.  The potluck dinner and Monday 
night football were a big success this year. 

Upcoming we are planning a Town Hall to host our AHEPA Supreme 
President, John Galanis, to discuss his meetings and provide insight on his 
latest trip.  Supreme President Galanis along with a delegation recently 
returned from a tour in Israel, Greece and Cyprus, meeting with heads of 
state per invitation from their state officials.  We are proud of Supreme 
President Galanis' efforts to bring Greek American issues to worldwide 
leaders, as well as the fact that he is a Steward of our parish. Date and 
location of the Town Hall will be forthcoming. 

Dean Economou (deaneconomou@ymail.com) 
President of the Molon Lave AHEPA Chapter 542  

Clockwise from top: AHEPA Supreme President John 

Galanis and Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras; AHEPA 

Supreme President John Galanis with Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and a leadership 

delegation; AHEPA Chapter 542 December Meeting 
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Molon Lave AHEPA Chapter 542 continued... 

Pictures from the AHEPA Family Christmas Luncheon 
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Philoptochos 
Philoptochos is celebrating “Make a Difference Day” by teaming up with 

Hope & Joy to solicit donations for the Loudoun County Animal Shelter. 

We will be collecting donations through Valentine’s Day.  A complete list 

of items to be donated are listed on our church website, in the bulletins 

and on our donation box located in the church Narthex. 

On Valentine’s Day, we will also pass a second tray for the Agape Foun-

dation.  Agape helps sick and needy children in the payment of medical 

and other medical related expenses that are not covered by insurance or 

public or private programs. 

January is traditionally the month that our Philoptochos has its Member-

ship Drive.  However; it is not limited to that month.  We always wel-

come new members and renewal membership.  We encourage you to 

join us because it is a way for you to be part of a larger organization that 

assists others in need.  Philoptochos offers philanthropy, care and sup-

port to our church and our community. 

We wish you all a healthy, happy and prosperous new year! 

Alexis Cleveland 

President Ladies Philoptochos 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/philoptochos.html  

2016 Commemorative Album 
Don’t miss your chance to be included in The Greek Orthodox 

Parish of Loudoun County’s 10th Anniversary Commemorative 

Album. 

Please submit the below form, one family photo, and up to three 

additional photos that you would like to share with the parish. 

You may also submit a paragraph that provides your family histo-

ry and describes your feelings about our beloved parish. 

Family Name: _____________________________________________ 

First Names: ______________________________________________ 

Address (optional): ________________________________________ 

Phone Number (optional): __________________________________ 

E Mail Address (optional): __________________________________ 

Submission Instructions. There are three ways to submit: 

 You can e mail your photo(s), paragraph, and form infor-

mation to gregjoiner@gmail.com.                           ~OR~ 

 You can have your photo taken at church in Febrary (date to 

follow), bringing along your paragraph and this form.    ~OR~ 

 You can print out your photo(s), paragraph, and along with 

this form, mail to the church, attn. Anniversary Album. 
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PAREA 
A happy and blessed New Year to all our parishioners from PAREA! 

Dear Beloved PAREA family, 

With God’s grace we celebrated a warm, festive and joyous 0th PAREA 

anniversary!  We all thanked our Lord and Savior for His continuous bless-

ings.  Our dear Angelike Maury was the recipient of the special anniversary 

gift!  As always, we also celebrated December Birthdays and Name Days!   

PAREA along with Sunday school and GOYA spearheaded the effort of 

preparing boxes with sweets and treats for our seniors, a humble effort to 

show our appreciation and gratitude for their support and guidance 

throughout the years.  Thank you to all our awesome bakers for their deli-

cious treats, and to Irene Thomas and Presvytera Joanna who put the box-

es together.  For those who could not attend church that Sunday, the box-

es were delivered to their homes.  I will take this opportunity to remind 

everyone that what our seniors need most from all of us is our time.  I 

would like to encourage everyone to reach out to them and spend some 

time with them.  The heartfelt gift of time and visiting our seniors is not 

only precious to them but is also a blessing to those who visit.   

Our January PAREA was such a nice gathering!  What better way to start 

our year than with a church family gathering!  Father George cut the va-

silopita and Denise Lansdell along with precious little Ariadne Thorne 

were the recipients of the “flouri”!  Thank you to Galina Repin for her va-

silopita donation!  May 2016 be a blessed year for all! 

A gentle reminder that during February, PAREA is responsible for the 

coffee hour after Sunday liturgy.  If you are thinking of joining PAREA, 

please do not hesitate.  Just come and join us on the first Tuesday of the 

month at the designated restaurant.  No dues, no fees, just bring your-

selves! 

Have a blessed and healthy New Year! 

In His Everlasting Mercy,  

Marina Blair 

PAREA Chair 

blairmarina@gmail.com, 703-309-1802 (H) 

From our December PAREA Anniversary Luncheon at 

Amphora and from our January PAREA Luncheon at OPA 
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Ministries Contact List 
CLERGY     

Rev. Father George Alexson frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com (cell) 703-310-6021 

Deacon         Deacon Harry Chelpon   

Sub-Deacon Sub-Deacon Michael Sivy  

STAFF     

Office Manager Lia Economou liaecon@comcast.net 
703-021-3812 

Protopsalti Nick Grivas papounico3@aim.com 

      

PARISH COUNCIL     

President Marina Blair blairmarina@gmail.com 
703-309-1802 

Vice President Andrew Kaffes andrew@agkaffes.com 

Secretary Nicholas Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com 

Treasurer Craig Dodson flat6bkr@yahoo.com 

Asst. Treasurer Tom Skuce tomskuce@gmail.com 

Additional Members Greg Cherpes gcherpes@yahoo.com 

  Greg Joiner gregjoiner@gmail.com 

  Nicholas Kass cnkass@hotmail.com 

  Paul Orphanides porphanides@myselectproperties.com 

  Ava Walter avamwalter@gmail.com 

  Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net 

SCHOOLS     

Greek School Vasilia Ravaris vasilia@live.com 

Sunday School Ergini Martnishn ergini@aol.com 

      

MINISTRIES, COMMITTEES, AND ASSOCIATIONS     

Altar Boys Fr. George Alexson frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com 

Bible Study Group Nick Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com 

Church Choir Elpida Skuce archelles@yahoo.com 

Festival Committee Greg Cherpes gcherpes@yahoo.com 

Flowers-Epitaphios Committee Mariana Korulaki 
Presvytera Joanna 

k.mariana@hotmail.com 
frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com 

Future Planning Committee Andrew Kaffes 
Paul Orphanides 

andrew@agkaffes.com 
porphanides@myselectproperties.com 

Gala Committee Kristina Ayoub 
Asha Ioanou 

ktsiakos@yahoo.com 
marykay.asha@gmail.com 

GOYA Sofia Kouiroukidis 
Lillian Funk 

KKouirouk@gmail.com 
lilyfunk@hotmail.com 

GOYA Boys’ Basketball Team Dimitrios Stratakos dimitristratakos@verizon.net 

Greek Dance Troupe Smaro Karakatsanis smaro.k@hotmail.com 

HOPE and JOY Aspacia Dintini 
Ava Walter 

aspaciadintini@gmail.com 
avamwalter@gmail.com 

Molon Lave AHEPA Chapter 502 Dean Economou deaneconomou@ymail.com 

Orthodox Book Club Sofia Kouiroukidis KKouirouk@gmail.com 

PAREA Marina Blair 
Kristina Ayoub 

blairmarina@gmail.com 
ktsiakos@yahoo.com 

Philoptochos Alexis Cleveland eacleveland@msn.com 

Prosfora  Effie Koutsourais emkouts1@aol.com  

Stewardship Committee Lia Economou liaecon@comcast.net 

Vacation Church Camp Lia Economou liaecon@comcast.net 

Webmaster Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net 

Young Adult League Dimitrios Stratakos dimitristratakos@verizon.net 

Page 18 The Light  To Φως 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/newsletter.html
mailto:gregjoiner@gmail.com
mailto:frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com
mailto:liaecon@comcast.net
mailto:porphanides@myselectproperties.com

