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Greek Orthodox Parish 

of Loudoun County 

A Message from Father George Alexson 

What Does God Deserve? 

Just after Christmas I had the pleasure of worshipping at this beautiful little church, St. Athanasius Russian Ortho-

dox Church in Nicholasville, KY.  When a plan to sub for one of my Episcopal colleagues fell through, I decided to 

attend this beautiful church; one of my students at the University of Kentucky is Orthodox and had invited me to 

attend anytime I wanted.  (That’s called evangelism, folks!)  

As I stood for the Divine Liturgy—there is no sitting during Orthodox worship—I was moved, both by the chants of 

the priest and choir, as well as the devotion and care that went into this celebration of the oldest and holiest of 

Christian services.  I found a sense of peace and comfort in this service that my tradition calls Holy Eucharist, Mass, 

or simply Communion.   

I took in all of the incense, watched parishioners venerate their icons.  It was all for the glory of God.  Did God need 

it all?  Of course not.  But God deserved it.  God deserves everything we can possibly give God, in our worship and 

our day-to-day lives. Go big or go home, right?  I wonder sometimes if we Christians have forgotten that.  I wonder if 

we have become complacent, even lazy, in expressing our faith. 

The Divine Liturgy that day lasted two hours—at least one hour longer than almost every Episcopalian would say a 

Eucharistic service should last.  The people in that space took great care with every cross and every genuflection.  

Even after the service was over and the priest had made the announcements, the people lined up single file to vener-

ate an icon in the center of the worship space.  Nobody was in a hurry.  Everyone there knew that he or she was in 

the midst of the holy.  Everyone had taken a step out of time into a sacred space that did not seem the least bit con-

cerned with the outside world around them.  This was devotion in its purest, most beautiful form. 

As folks filed downstairs to a hearty lunch, I spent time with the priest.  During the liturgy he had been decked out 

in an assortment of vestments (cassock, pectoral cross, sticharion, epimanikia, epitrachelion, zone, and phelonion), 

and as I had watched him celebrate I wondered about my own tradition.  How many of my colleagues have I wit-

nessed who have complained about doing so much as wearing a clerical collar?  How many would look at this and 

say that it was overkill?   

After lunch we sat and talked, he in his cassock, collar, and pectoral cross, and me in my civilian clothes.  As I 

walked to the car to head home a thought hit me:  we’ve become lazy.  We have forgotten that being a Christian 

takes intentionality, it takes work.    It begins with something as simple as priests deciding that all of those afore-

mentioned vestments are just too uncomfortable, too hot, and so they get simplified.  But where does it stop?  I have 

been in churches where leadership has talked about not wanting to keep people too long for worship.  Really?!  

We’re actually willing to shorten our worship, which is supposed to be about God and not ourselves?  Before we 

realize it our very lives become lip service, and we lose sight of who we really are.  We lose our identity. 
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To To ΦωςΦως  
The bi-monthly newsletter of the Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County 

Beloved Parishioners and Friends, 

The following account was sent to me by an Orthodox friend.  

I am sharing it with you, because I believe it contains a valu-

able message for us, especially those who take our Faith "for 

granted."  Too often we lose sight of the great gift of Ortho-

doxy, especially preserved in our worship.  It was authored 

by an Episcopal clergyman, who clearly found in his experi-

ence of our worship a source of inspiration and consolation.  

I pray his story will help you in a maintaining a greater ap-

preciation of the glory of our holy Faith.  God bless! 

Father George 

frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com 

Continued on page 3... 
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President’s Message 
Please join me in welcoming the newly elect-

ed members of the Parish Council, Ava Walter 

and Tom Skuce, as well as PC members 

reelected to another term, Andrew Kaffes, 

Paul Orphanides and Nick Kass.  I would also 

like to thank Cynthia Smith and Vasilis 

Fotopoulos for their years of service on the 

Parish Council.  As always, do not hesitate to 

contact us with any questions or concerns.  

Executive Board elections are pending receipt of ratification from the 

Metropolis. 

2015 Parish Council members: 

 Constantine Sofologis  

 Marina Blair                  

 Craig Dodson 

 Andrew Kaffes 

 Paul Orphanides 

 Maria Zangos 

I would also like to thank Ari Dimitriou, Bill Bakopanos and Dean Econ-

omou for their hard work on our 2015 Audit Committee.   

As we kick off a new year, I would like to encourage everyone to partici-

pate in our many fine ministries from HOPE/JOY, GOYA, Men’s Bible 

Study, PAREA, Philoptochos, AHEPA, Orthodox Book Club, as well as 

our Greek School and Catechetical School. 
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Have you heard our wonderful choir under the direction of Elpitha 

Skuce? I encourage you to attend services and experience the soul lifting 

sounds of our choir. 

The 2015 Stewardship year is off to a good start, but we have some big 

goals in order to continue our growth.  So, if you have not yet filled out a 

2015 Stewardship Card, please do so as soon as possible.  You can print a 

copy of a stewardship card from our webpage and even make payments 

to your annual pledge via PayPal.  A new feature recently added is the 

ability to schedule monthly recurring payments to be applied to your 

stewardship. Thank you to Lia Economou for working so hard as Stew-

ardship Chairperson.   

Have you seen the latest news from our Future Planning Committee?  

Check out the wall in our fellowship area for additional information on 

our progress to find a permanent home for the Greek Orthodox Parish of 

Loudoun County.  Contact Andrew Kaffes or Paul Orphanides with any 

questions.  Large land donations gladly accepted. 

Last but not least, thank you to Christine Poulias and Greg Joiner for all 

their hard work on our newsletter.  They spend tireless hours to ensure 

our parish is up to date on all the happenings in our community.   

In His Service,   

Con Sofologis 

Parish Council President 

csofologis@verizon.net  

 Nick Kass 

 Nick Spyros 

 Greg Cherpes 

 Ava Walter 

 Tom Skuce 

mailto:csofologis@verizon.net
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I went to a bar a few days later.  The bar that stands across the road from 

a huge megachurch, and as I sat there, again in civilian clothes, the bar-

tender was having a conversation with a couple sitting near me.  They 

were talking about how hypocritical churches and their pastors are, how 

all they care about is money and maintaining their image.  The bartender 

pined, “I wonder if any pastors actually believe in God.”  I sat there in 

silence as he launched into a litany of things Christians have neglected—

the care of the poor, the respect of those with whom they disagree, the 

message of love that Jesus gave.  He concluded his homily by telling us 

that he had actually pondered becoming a pastor, but when he saw how 

Christians were not living up to the very standards they had set, he knew 

he couldn’t do it.   

Standards.  What kind have we set for ourselves and our communities?  

We talk about church as though it were a glorified country club that 

sometimes mentions Jesus.  We worry about butts in the pews and bucks 

in the plate, rather than making disciples and cultivating relationships 

with the living God.  We worry about being comfortable, in the manners 

in which we both dress and preach.  Are we really being authentic when 

we neglect the standards upon which our faith was grounded? 

I greatly admire our Orthodox brothers and sisters.  They know who they 

are.  They live into it each and every day.  They realize that being a Chris-

tian is not meant to be easy; it takes work, dedication, and a willingness 

to get uncomfortable.  While I may not be wearing a pectoral cross or 

Father George’s Message 
Continued... 

phelonian the next time I celebrate Mass, I do pray that I may be authen-

tic.  I pray we all may be authentic.  Don’t stray from what our faith asks 

of us just because it makes us a little uncomfortable.  It is a slippery slope 

that leads to making cynics like that bartender, rather than authentic 

followers of the Lord Jesus.   

Let’s take our faith seriously.  No, God doesn’t NEED it.  But God certain-

ly DESERVES it.  

(Fr. Prime blogspot/Joe Mitchell) 

Nicholas Christos: It is with sadness that we note the passing of our 

beloved parishioner, Nicholas Christos.  Nick fell asleep in the Lord on 

the morning of Dec. 25, 2014.  Funeral services were held at our church 

on Friday, January 9, 2015.  Interment at the Quantico National Ceme-

tery in Quantico, VA.  May God grant him eternal rest in His Kingdom. 

May His Memory Be Eternal 

 
 

Mother-Son Bowling 
Sunday, February 15 

2:00-4:00pm 
Bowl America 

46940 Woodson Drive, Sterling, VA 20164 
 

**Pay in advance by Feb. 8 to get  
a discounted rate of $14.50/bowler 

(rate includes unlimited bowling and shoe rental) 
 

RSVP by Feb. 8 with payment to either 
 Lia Economou, liaecon@comcast.net or 

Christy Lisciandro, christylis@comcast.net 
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Stewardship 
Thank you for making 2014 a banner year for our church!  We especially 

thank our stewards who fulfilled their 2014 pledges. We not only received 

100% of the total pledged balance but an additional $1,860! It is because of 

your faithful contributions that our church continues to thrive. We thank 

the many families who gave above their pledges and those who also gave 

so generously of their time and talents. 

We finished 2014 with a record collection of $149,000 in Stewardship pay-

ments made by 148 Stewards. This is an average of $1,007 per family. Your 

Stewardship is what continues to allow us to celebrate the Divine Liturgy 

and all the sacraments together, and enjoy fellowship with our parishion-

ers through our various Ministries. 

The Stewardship Committee is hard at work planning events for our Stew-

ards and new families. Upcoming events include Stewardship Sunday on 

Feb. 8, Mother-Son Bowling on Feb. 15, and GOPLC Adult Night at the 

end of April. 

You will also notice our efforts to attract new parishioners with our soon-

to-be featured ads in the House of Worship section of several area papers.  

Our religion and parish have many things to offer and we hope our ads 

convey that message to those seeking the true faith and an active commu-

nity. Help us spread the word that we are not just for Greeks! All are wel-

come. 

In this newsletter is the new 2015 pledge card.  Remember that each stew-

ard must complete a new pledge card each calendar year.  When thinking 

about your 2015 pledge, consider giving 10% more than you did last year. 

Every little bit helps!  Your prior year’s pledge can be found on your 2014 

statement or by contacting me at liaecon@comcast.net. 

Thank you for all you do for our parish.  It is truly humbling to see so 

many wonderful parishioners giving of their time and dedicating them-

selves to our church and our children. 

I look forward to another great year with our Stewards. I pray you have a 

healthy and blessed 2015. In God’s Service, 

Lia Economou 

Stewardship Chair 

liaecon@comcast.net  

James and Frances Apistolas John and Christina Lisciandro 

Bill and Nancy Aubin Steve and Ergini Martnishn 

John and Kristina Ayoub George and Debra Mokhiber 

Daniel and Angela Bell Elias Panagiotis Papasavvas & Christine Bump 

Robert and Marina Blair Maria Pappas 

Ed and Alexis Cleveland Jerry and Helen Pollatos 

Dean and Maria Coulopoulos Despina Psomiades 

Aristos and Anna Dimitriou Keith Pullman 

William and Penny Douskalis Matthew Skuce 

Dean and Lia Economou Thomas and Elpida Skuce 

Ms. Frehiwot Jeff and Cynthia Smith 

Gary and Lillian Funk Constantine Sofologis 

Angeline Gillas Nicholas and Liba Spyros 

Jim and Cynthia Glakas Paul Spyros 

Greg and Ashley Joiner Sarah Spyros 

Andrew and Vasiliki Kaffes Moska Stratis 

Mercina Karagiorgis Angelo and Anna Tjoumas 

Alexandra Lampros and Hal Hallett George and Timea Zangos 

Nikoleta Lelis Maria Zangos 

 

Circle areas of expertise or 
interest: 

 

Youth Groups and Classes 

Hope & Joy 

GOYA 

Greek Dance Instruction 

Greek School 

Sunday School  
 

Groups and Ministries 

AHEPA 

Altar Service 
Bible Study 

Choir 

Ladies Philoptochos 

Orthodox Book Club  
PAREA lunch group 

Parish Newsletter 

Social Events 

Stewardship Committee 
Visiting Elderly 

 

 

2015 STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE (ALL PLEDGES THROUGH DECEMBER 2015) 

 GREEK ORTHODOX PARISH OF LOUDOUN COUNTY 
 

In faith, prayer and sacrifice, my family and I wish to share in the support and work of the Greek 
Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County. We would like to pledge the amount of  

 

$__________ for the year 2015 (through December 2015)  
You may pay via cash, check or online using PayPal at www.greekorthodoxloudoun.org. 

 
 

This amount will be paid as follows: 
 

 Annually       Semi-annually       Quarterly        Monthly      Weekly 

Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________ State: ______ Zip: _________    

E-mail: ___________________________________ Phone: __________________ 

Your pledge is strictly confidential.     PLEASE Complete Other Side  

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES 

Shown below is a list of individuals and families who have made their 

Stewardship pledge for 2015 as of January 11, 2015.  Thank you for your 

financial commitment to our parish. If you have not submitted a pledge 

for 2015, please complete the pledge card in this newsletter and return it 

to the church. Questions can be directed to Lia Economou at 

liaecon@comcast.net. 

mailto:liaecon@comcast.net
mailto:liaecon@comcast.net
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Parishioners in the Community - 

Supporting Children with Special Abilities 

from Loudoun to Athens!!        
Marina A. Blair flew to Greece for a week on a voluntary mission last December.  

Her endeavor and vision was the implementation of American Special Education 

Programs into the Greek Public School system.  Marina also invited Beth Lewter, a 

Loudoun County Public Schools educator, who gladly accepted the invitation to 

join her on this trip.  During the visit, Marina met with a number of Greek Officials 

from the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health, with Ambassador Pearce 

and his team at the American Embassy in Athens, and also with Directors of Ameri-

can schools and advocates for children with Special Abilities.   

During the meetings Marina extended an invitation to six officials of the Ministry of 

Education and Ministry of Health to visit the States in order to experience "hands 

on" how Special Education programs are implemented in Loudoun County.  An 

official invitation for a summer conference in Greece is also in the works!  Marina 

said: "I am deeply thankful for the opportunity we had to travel to Greece and 

present these great ideas.  Greece has done a great job the last several years in the 

area of supporting people with Special Abilities, however, with God's grace, we 

need to do much more in the public school system.  The top priority is education, 

volunteerism and most of all awareness.  To read the full article published by 

Loudoun County Public Schools, please click here. 

Robert and Marina Blair hosted at their home, the second "Coffee and Cupcakes" Stewardship Committee event to 

welcome the new parishioners of our church.  Everyone had a fabulous time!  Looking forward to the next one!   

This photo was taken for the press release that was 

issued after the meeting at the Ministry of Health.  In 

the picture from right to left are Marina Blair with the 

Deputy Managing Director of Aglaia Kyriakou Children's 

Hospital, Ms. Mariza Oikonomou, the Deputy Minister 

of Health, Mrs. Papakosta, and Beth Lewter. 

Father Athenagoras visits from 

Havana, Cuba  

Father Athenagoras from our Orthodox Church in Havana, Cuba, visited St. Kath-

erine's Church.  Before his departure, he met with members of Team Cuba, close 

friends, St. Katherine Philoptochos and our Parish Council Vice President Marina 

Blair to provide very interesting information about the Cuba mission, the progress 

of our Orthodox churches there and details for the next mission trip to Cuba next 

spring.  Father Athenagoras also thanked our parish for the funds that were collect-

ed last year for Cuba's Orthodox churches.  

Father Athenagoras at the Residence of Elena and Pete 

Chambers.  

http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=7221&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=209575&PageID=1


Sunday School 
We are preparing an end of the school year event, which includes reli-

gious songs and poems as well as a theatrical performance designed for 

the Orthodox Church School. We need tutors, mentors, behind the 

scenes helpers...and many, many more. During the following months, in 

addition to our regular Sunday School lessons, we will work on this reli-

gious project, which is a spiritual, cultural, gratifying and fun opportuni-

ty for all.  We need your help; for details please contact Ergini Batistatos-

Martnishn, 703-652-4426, ergini@aol.com.  

Blessings, 

Ergini B. Martnishn 

Sunday School Director 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/catechetical.html  
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We invited Presvytera Ioanna to cut the Vasilopita of our Sunday School.  The kids were excited to hear the 

Vasilopita story and anxious to see who would get the coin. Athan Ioannou was the lucky recipient!  

mailto:ergini@aol.com
http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/catechetical.html
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Hope you and your families had a Blessed Christmas and a great start to 
the New Year, 2015!  Best wishes to everyone and Good Luck to all the 
students in their studies!          

  

Even though Greek School started a couple of months ago, we are still 
receiving inquiries about our Greek School and pleased to say we’ve had 
a couple of new enrollments.  It’s never too late! 

I would like to thank the families who have referred their friends to our 
Greek School.  It is very rewarding to hear positive comments about our 
teachers and School; Thank you. 

In December, our Greek School students recited beautifully, various 
traditional Greek Christmas carols such as: Agia Nixta, H Genisi Sou and 
Ta Kalanta.  Additionally, the majority of our students participated in the 
Sunday School Christmas Pageant and performed their special roles; 
Angels, Shepherds, Wise Men and Chorus.  All the students looked heav-
enly, their voices were angelic.  Their performance was amazing.   

In January, our Greek School students learned about Saint Basil along 
with other special saints and the meaning and history of the Vasilopita.  
Father George joined us and held the Blessing/Cutting of the Vasilopita.  
 ! 

Coming up 

 The month of March, our Greek School is sponsoring Fellowship Coffee hour.   

 On March 13th, our students will participate in the Salutation of the Theoto-

kos (Xeretismi). 

 On March 22nd, following Divine Liturgy, our students will be performing for 

Greek Independence Day. All parishioners are encouraged to stay and watch 
our students.  As every year, it’s a heart touching performance and it reminds 
us of our proud Greek heritage! 

As always, thank you for supporting our Greek School.  Be safe and keep 
warm!  

Vasilia Ravaris 

Greek School Director 

vasilia@live.com   

Greek School  

Greek School students enjoying various activities 

including the Christmas Pageant and OXI Day. 

mailto:vasilia@live.com
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GOYA 
Dear GOYA Parents and Parishioners,  

Merry Christmas and happy New Year! May 2015 bring you and your family 

good health, happiness and peace. The Goyans are wishing for a permanent 

home for our Parish! 

The Goyans had the honor to meet with Father George on Saturday, Decem-

ber 6th and answer their questions regarding many important elements of 

our Orthodox Faith such as the importance of prayer, confession, fasting, 

how do teenagers handle spiritual peer pressure, how to handle the pressure 

that our society place on us to always strive for perfectionism and being first 

in everything and many more enriching topics. It was a very productive 

session and a wonderful learning experience for the Goyans as well as their 

parents. Father George and GOYA will organize another session in the near 

future to continue the discussion. An email will be sent out when the date is 

set.  

Congratulations to you all for contributing to a successful fundraising event 

through Baby Bottle Drive for Birthright Organization. Together, we collect-

ed $700! Also, God bless those who contributed to another successful Icon 

Sale Fundraiser Event. We are happy to announce that we collected $397.00! 

As promised, GOYA will donate some of the money to the Vacation Bible 

Camp in our church while the other portion will be donated to the GOYA 

Basketball Team. Thank you for supporting the Goyans in this good deed.  

Our special thanks go to all the GOYA parents who filled baskets and bags 

with winter clothing items and coats to be donated to the Shelter in 

Leesburg.   

Our Goyans enjoyed a luncheon at Panera Bread followed by a two-hour ice 

skating in Reston Pavilion on January 11th after Liturgy. As always, it was 

heartwarming to see the Goyans helping and encouraging each other to ice 

skate! 

To conclude our Fall/Winter Fundraising and community outreach events, 

the Goyans will collectively fund an E-Card in the name of our Parish to be 

donated to the International Orthodox Christian Organization (IOCC).  

Your ceaseless support is highly appreciated.  

In February, the Goyans with the help of their parents will start planning 

and organizing their 4th Annual Talent Show & Dinner to honor Yiayias and 

Pappous of our parish. The event will take place on Sunday, February 22nd, 

2015 at 4pm in our church.  Invitations will be mailed or handed out soon.   

Moving along, Goyans will hold a Bake Sale on Sunday, March 8th right after 

Liturgy. Funds raised will donated to to two monasteries and will partially 

fund the Goyans’ trip to St. Tikhon’s and Agia Skepi later in March as a Len-

ten retreat. The Goyans are looking forward to participating in all events 

leading to Easter in April especially decorating the tomb, reading prayers 

during the fourth Friday Salutation Services and folding palms. 

Our hearts are filled with joy and gratitude when we witness the success of 

fundraising events organized by our Goyans. You, our wonderful parishion-

ers and GOYA parents, contribute tremendously to the success of these 

events. Rest assured that your contributions are making a meaningful differ-

ence in people’s lives both nationally and internationally.  Above all, our 

youth are learning valuable life lessons and are constantly reminded that we 

are all here to serve Him and not just to be served. 

Have a blessed, peaceful and blessed 2015! 

Sofia Kouiroukidis (kkouirouk@gmail.com) 

Lillian Funk (lilyfunk@hotmail.com) 

GOYA Advisors 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/goya.html  

GOYA Baby Bottle Drive Supports 

Birthright of Loudoun County 
Birthright of Loudoun County wants to thank those parishioners who 

participated in the Greek Orthodox Parish GOYA Baby Bottle Drive to 

support our ministry.  Your generosity is so appreciated and wanted to 

let you know we’ve collected close to $700!  We’re very grateful for your 

generosity and know the Moms and babies we serve are, as well. 

Have a happy New Year & God bless, 

Elaine Marshall 

Executive Director Birthright of Loudoun County 

Birthright is a non-profit charitable organization that has been providing love and 

support for over 45 years to women facing unplanned pregnancies. Birthright is 

unique and committed to offering free, non-judgmental help to women facing un-

planned pregnancies. It offers love, hope and support to each woman, to help her 

make a realistic plan for her future and the future of her unborn child. 

GOYA Basketball 
GOYA boys basketball is back in session, practicing in preparation for 

our next tournament at St. Katherine's on the weekend of April 18-19.  

Besides being a wonderful venue for our boys to enjoy fellowship 

and camaraderie with each other, it allows for our youth to develop rela-

tionships with other Greek Orthodox Christian youth in the surrounding 

areas. The kids also really enjoy the competition and enhancing their 

basketball skills in a fun environment! 

We are, however, in need of more players in order to continue develop-

ing a competitive team as we enter into more tournaments. If you have a 

son(s) that would be interested in joining our team, please let us know. 

We are currently in need of several boys to enhance both our boys A 

team (ages 16-18) and our boys B team (ages 13-16).  

Besides the age requirement, you must also be a steward of GOPLC and 

your child must attend Sunday school on a regular basis. 

For more information, please contact: 

Kathy Kendrat at kmkendrat@aol.com, or 

Dimitri Stratakos at dimitristratakos@verizon.net. 

mailto:kkouirouk@gmail.com
mailto:lilyfunk@hotmail.com
http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/goya.html
mailto:kmkendrat@aol.com
mailto:dimitristratakos@verizon.net
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GOYAns participating in various activities including ice skating and a meal at church with Father George. 
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HOPE / JOY 
Hello from Hope and Joy!  We have had a busy Fall/Winter thus far and 

are looking forward to our Winter/Spring activities!  

In September we participated in the Walk for the Homeless. In October 

we had our first general meeting and made a stained-glass inspired craft.  

In November we visited an Assisted Living Retirement Community in 

Reston, and brought sweets for the residents, sang songs, and gave the 

residents crafts that our children made.  Our visit was a great success - 

the center asked us to come back and we are going on Saturday March 

7th.  In December, we visited the Youth Shelter of Loudoun County.  

This was a big event for us - we sang carols and gave out gifts and sweets 

to the children.  We also spent time talking with the children and getting 

to know them a bit.  By the end of the visit our children were playing 

basketball with the children at the Shelter!  This January we had our 

annual skating party at the Ashburn Ice House, which was very well 

attended.   

Upcoming events:  Our next event is our February 6th meeting at the 

church, from 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm.  We will have a snack and make a Val-

 

 

Hope & Joy  

March Service Trip       

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve…” 

Mark 10:45 

Please join Hope & Joy for our third service trip for the 2014-2015 school year. 

Help us spread joy, honor and glorify God by serving humanity in His name! 

When: Mark your calendars for Saturday March 7th from 1:30-2:30pm 

 

Where: Tall Oaks Assisted Living, 12052 N Shore Dr, Reston, VA 20190  

Lower Level Terrace Solarium 

What: We will share treats and visit with friendly senior citizens 

 

Please do NOT bring any snacks to share with the seniors (We have saved many 

packages from our November trip, so we are all set). For more information, 

contact Ava Walter (703) 919-8801 or avamwalter@gmail.com. 

**There is plenty of parking, as Tall Oaks is located in a shopping center 

entine's Day themed craft.  As stated above, in March on the 7th, we are 

going back to the Assisted Living Center.  Please look for the flyer in this 

copy of the newsletter.  On Friday, March 6, we will be meeting at the 

church for our March meeting and to get ready for the Assisted Living 

visit.  We will attend the Salutation service after our meeting, at 7:00 

pm.  We also will be making the palm crosses for Palm Sunday after 

church on Lazarus Saturday. More details to follow about this.   Also 

during Great Lent, we will participate in a procession into the Church 

during one of the Friday Salutations services to place a flower before the 

icon of the Holy Mary. 

If you are interested in Hope and Joy for your child, please contact either 

Eleni Adamis via email at eleniadamis@gmail.com or Ava Walter at 

avamwalter@gmail.com.   

Thank you, 

Eleni Adamis Hadjimichael & Ava Walter 

Hope/Joy Co-Directors 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/hopejoy.html  

mailto:eleniadamis@gmail.com
mailto:avamwalter@gmail.com
http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/hopejoy.html
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AHEPA 
Our Church Community’s Christmas Party in 2014 

On a cold windy day in early December, our yet-to-be-named church 

community, affectionately known as “Saint Loudoun” came together at 

the Bungalow Lakehouse Restaurant in Sterling to celebrated the birth of 

our Lord and Savior.  The early afternoon dinner party, the first of its 

kind for our church, was a great success in many different ways.  It 

brought together the community in a family atmosphere, to share a feast, 

to get to know each other, and to share in the traditional symbols and 

activities of Christmas. 

The children, who made up the louder section of the party, took over a 

whole section of the room, and played, drew, laughed, and enjoyed 

themselves with an addictive gusto and happiness that was visibly re-

flected on the adults. Every seat in the room was taken, except for a spe-

cial one, prepared exclusively for a special guest.   

Led in prayer by Father George, all enjoyed a delicious and plentiful 

buffet meal that met all expectations and left no one hungry.  Following 

the dessert and coffee/drinks, it was time for our special guest to make 

his anticipated appearance.  Santa arrived straight from the North Pole, 

in his tight fitting red suit and that Irish sounding laughter of Ho Ho Ho, 

and enthusiastically met and talked to every good child in the room.  He 

presented each child with a nice gift in exchange of a hug, wished all a 

very Merry Christmas and left on his sleigh to continue on to his joy-

bringing trip around the world.   

Our party also had presents for some of the older participants who pur-

chased raffle tickets from the party’s sponsor, the Μολών Λαβέ Chapter 

542 of the Order of AHEPA. Five lucky winners received the prizes of the 

raffle, but the real winners will be the students of the community who 

will be competing for scholarships from the proceeds of this raffle and 

other donations.  One of the raffle winners, who wishes to remain anony-

mous, donated his first prize winnings of $1,000 towards the Church’s 

Building Fund.   

One of the most memorable parts of the party was the traditional singing 

of the Christmas Carols. Led by our very talented Choir Director Elpida 

and her family, everyone joined in to the melodic tunes of Joy to the 

World, Silent Night, and even one carol in Greek.  The spirit of the 

meaning of Christmas filled the hearts and filled the room.  

The Chapter 542 President Nick Spyros thanked all who joined together 

to celebrate the birth of Christ, and recognized those who worked for 

weeks to make this event a success. Father George closed the party with 

a prayer of thanks, and wished that this Community Christmas Party is 

the first of an annual event.  The success of the first Community Christ-

mas Party for our Loudoun Greek Orthodox Church has invigorated the 

AHEPA leadership to make the 2nd Annual Loudoun Greek Orthodox 

Community Christmas Party an even bigger success with the maximum 

participation. Save the day for December 2015.  Also, be on the lookout 

for a potential event featuring a Community Picnic in the Spring, spon-

sored by the Μολών Λαβέ Chapter 542 of the Order of AHEPA. 

Vasilis Fotopoulos 

Board of Governors, Chairman 

Parishioners enjoying the AHEPA Community Christmas 

Party, including meeting Santa and singing carols. 
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Choir 
Happy New Year!  Our choir is busily adding to our repertoire another 

Cherubic Hymn written in the Byzantine style by Fr. Seraphim Dedes of 

St. Nektarios Greek Orthodox Church in Charlotte, N.C.  This arrange-

ment utilizes a men's and women's chorus.  Anyone interested in joining 

the choir, we rehearse after liturgy most Sundays.  For more information, 

please contact Elpida Skuce at archelles@yahoo.com.  

With love, 

Elpitha Skuce 

Choir Director 

archelles@yahoo.com  

Men’s Bible Study 
The Men's Bible Study moved its meeting time to the first and third 

Wednesdays of the month from 7:00-8:30pm at our church.  We are 

excited that we have grown our membership and we continue to look for 

additional members.  Father George provides an excellent analysis of the 

verses we are reading.  He explains our Church's theology as it relates to 

the passages and how it coincides with the translation from the original 

text and the historical perspective at the time.  It is rare to get such an 

insight.  We welcome all men of our parish to attend for spiritual en-

lightenment and fraternal fellowship.  If you would like to attend, please 

contact Father George or Nick Spyros. 

Nick Spyros 

nlspyros@yahoo.com   

mailto:archelles@yahoo.com
mailto:archelles@yahoo.com
mailto:nlspyros@yahoo.com


Orthodox Book Club 
Dear parishioners, 

We were blessed to learn that our beloved Elder Paisios, whose life we 

read about last year in the book "Elder Paisios of Mount Athos" by Hier-

omonk Isaac, has been officially recognized as a Saint on January 13 this 

year. Many thanks to all our Book Club members who read last year's 

book and encouraged our many conversations about Saint Paisios! May 

he continue to protect our beautiful little ministry with his prayers! 

And now I would like to share with you one story from this year's book, 

"Everyday Saints and Other Stories" by Archimandrite Tikhon 

(Shevkunov). This story's meaning surpasses the logical mind and takes 

us into the mysterious depths of our Faith, where everything is pure and 

simple. Please read and take it all in! 

The Tale of the Prayer and the Little Fox (from The Prologue) 

In Egypt, in whose ancient Christian past there had once been many grand 

monasteries, there once lived a monk who befriended an uneducated and simple 

peasant farmer. One day this peasant said to the monk, "I too respect God who 

created the world! Every evening I pour out a bowl of goat's milk and leave it out 

under a palm tree. In the evening God comes and drinks up my milk! He is very 

fond of it! There's never once been a time when even a drop of milk is left in the 

bowl." 

Hearing these words, the monk could not help smiling. He kindly and logically 

explained to his friend that God doesn't need a bowl of goat's milk. But the peas-

ant so stubbornly insisted that he was right that the monk then suggested that 

the next night they secretly watch to see what happened after the bowl of milk 

was left under the palm tree. 

No sooner said than done. When night fell, the monk and the peasant hid them-

selves some distance from the tree, and soon in the moonlight they saw how a 

little fox crept up to that bowl and lapped up all the milk till the bowl was empty. 

"Indeed!" the peasant sighed disappointedly. "Now I can see that it wasn't God!" 

The monk tried to comfort the peasant and explained that God is a spirit, that 

God is something completely beyond our poor ability to comprehend in our 

world, and that people comprehend His presence each in their own unique way. 

But the peasant merely stood hanging his head sadly. Then he wept and went 

back home to his hovel. 

The monk also went back to his cell, but when he got there he was amazed to see 

an angel blocking his path. Utterly terrified, the monk fell to his knees, but the 

angel said to him: 

"That simple fellow had neither education nor wisdom nor book-learning 

enough to be able to comprehend God otherwise. Then you with your wisdom 

and book learning took away what little he had! You will say that doubtless you 

reasoned correctly. But there's one thing that you don't know, oh learned man: 

God, seeing the sincerity and true heart of this good peasant, every night sent 

the little fox to that palm tree to comfort him and accept his sacrifice." (p. 209) 

The Orthodox Book Club meets on the first and third Friday of each 

month at 6 pm at church. Please feel free to stop by! For more infor-

mation, please contact Ana Balan at ahnonay15@gmail.com.  

Have a blessed Christmas! 

In Christ, 

Ana Balan 

Book Club Coordinator 

ahnonay15@gmail.com  
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Philoptochos 
Happy New Year!  May the New Year bring everyone peace, happiness 

and good health! 

A warm thank you to Ergini Batistatos-Martnishn and Maria Zangos 

Mollo for a successful vasilopita sale.  We will be offering tsourekia for 

Pascha made once again by the Agia Skepi Monastery during the month 

of March.  Flyers will be coming soon announcing the sale dates. Thank 

you for supporting the Monastery and our Philoptochos. 

We are now selling baptismal candles.  We offer them custom made 

depending on your needs; $40 for large and $15 for small.  Samples are 

available to view in our bookstore. 

The Philoptochos mission is to "preserve and perpetuate Orthodox 

Christian concepts" and to "promote the Greek Orthodox Faith".  Saint 

Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church in Lower Manhattan was destroyed in 

the terrorist attack on September 11, 2001, this was the only religious 

house that fell.  With the Lord's blessing, the National Philoptochos has 

a goal to rebuild the Saint Nicholas National Shrine at Ground Zero by 

2016, the 100th anniversary of the original Parish.  We have the oppor-

tunity to offer our contributions on behalf of our parish for the resurrec-

tion of this church and to promote our Orthodox faith at the World 

Trade Center.  We are presently selling our bookstore inventory to make 

way for our "new" bookstore. All proceeds are being earmarked for the 

St. Nicholas Shrine.  We will also be sponsoring fundraising for this im-

portant cause during the month of September.  Thank you for supporting 

this important endeavor by purchasing items from our bookstore, or 

through individual donations. 

Mark your calendars!  We are happy to announce our September Taverna 

Nite - Saturday, September 19th!  We look forward to an evening of mu-

sic, dance and fellowship! 

In closing, as we start our new year, our membership drive has begun.  

We wish to encourage all Orthodox Christians to join our GOPLC Ladies  

Philoptochos Society during our membership drive through April 26, 

2015.  Although only ladies can be active voting members, we welcome 

our brothers in the Lord to be associate members as well.  Our nominal 

fee of $40/each for the year helps with various philanthropic outreach 

programs. 

This year, as an incentive, each individual who joins will qualify for an 

opportunity to receive an 8"x10" monastic hand "written" painted icon of 

the Panagia Portaitissa that was donated to our Philoptochos.  All mem-

bers and associate members will be eligible, and the recipient will be 

notified at the end of our drive.  Please see the enclosed letter and mem-

bership form for more information or visit 

http//greekorthodoxloudoun.org/philoptochos.html. 

Let's work together to increase our membership participation as we 

strive to fulfill our Lord's Command to help those in need, and to ensure 

a successful 2015. 

In God’s Service, 

Alexis Cleveland 

President Ladies Philoptochos 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/philoptochos.html  

mailto:ahnonay15@gmail.com
mailto:ahnonay15@gmail.com
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PAREA 
A Happy and Blessed New Year to all our parishioners from PAREA! 

Dear Beloved PAREA family, 

We pray that the birth of our Lord brings health, joy and blessings to you and 

yours in the New Year!   

With God's grace we celebrated our PAREA's third year anniversary!  We had an 

amazing December PAREA as we gathered at the Blair Residence and we enjoyed 

each other's company, celebrated birthdays and namedays along with a delicious 

and plentiful fasting potluck luncheon! 

We thanked our Lord for allowing us to celebrate together with love and fellow-

ship.  We also thanked Father George and our Honorary PAREA Chair, Presvytera 

Joanna, for their unwavering love and steadfast support to PAREA and our Parish.  

I would like to thank each and every one of you for making PAREA a strong, 

blessed and joyous monthly gathering.  Also, I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank Kristina Ayoub who so graciously accepted my invitation to become our 

PAREA Vice Chair.  Welcome on board Kristina!   

In December, PAREA joined our Sunday School and GOYA in preparing platters 

with goodies for our church's seniors; a humble gesture to show how much we 

appreciate and love them.  Thank you to all who contributed to this wonderful 

event!  Also, February is the month that PAREA will be hosting the coffee hour at 

church.  Thank you in advance to everyone who will be participating. 

Please check out PAREA's board with pictures from our gatherings and notices.  If 

you would like to join PAREA, please do not hesitate.  Just join us on the first 

Tuesday of the month at the designated restaurant at 11:30am.  No fees, no dues…

the only thing that PAREA requires is YOU! 

In His Everlasting Mercy, 

Marina Blair 

PAREA Chair 

blairmarina@gmail.com, 703-349-1842 (H) 

December's PAREA gathering at the Blair Residence.  

mailto:blairmarina@gmail.com
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Member in the Spotlight — Loukianos (Luke) and Valerie Avramides    

Where are you from (in the U.S. and your roots elsewhere)?  

I was born in Fall River, Mass.  My mother came from Naoussa, Greece, 

and my Grandparents from Naoussa and Cappadocia.  Valerie was born in 

Charlotte, North Carolina. Her parents came from Arachova, Greece. 

Who is in your family?  

Me, my wife and our newly adopted daughter, Katherine. 

Any interesting facts about you, your family or your ethnicity?  

We recently adopted a baby girl who is Asian American. 

What are your interests/hobbies? 

Valerie: Music, cooking, gardening. 

Luke: Music, cooking (BBQ), golf and drawing.  

How did you come to our Parish?  

Valerie and I are one of the founding members. We lived in Sterling and 

in Leesburg and would attend services at Saint Katherine’s. We were very 
ecstatic when we heard that they were looking at organizing a parish that 

was much closer to us. This would give us an opportunity to be much 

more actively involved. 

What aspects or ministries of our Parish are you involved with? 

I am actively involved with the chanters. Valerie was a Sunday School 

teacher for the past 8 years and in the choir. We have volunteered for 

many of the church festivals and the Taste of Greece. 

What other activities are you involved with? 

Raising our daughter (enough said). 

What are your hopes for the future of our Parish?  

We hope that our church continues to grow at a steady and manageable 

pace. We both would love to see a new building and a new church. I hope 

one day that we can actually have a private school or day care center. 

What have you enjoyed most about our Parish? 

I have always enjoyed the personal touch of our parish. When people see 
our church from the outside they see a warehouse.  However, once you 

step foot inside you can tell that you are in a place of worship. There are 

always smiling faces to greet you. People take the time to talk to you and 

to make you feel welcome. The members of our community are always 

supportive and always willing to help. 

PAPOU’S WORKSHOP  
A  Division of Dr. Sawdust Workshop, LLC 

 

Jewelry Boxes, Gift Boxes,  

Stefana Display Cases, Bunk Beds 

 

All Hand Made in the USA 

Personalization Available 

WoodworkerJES@Reagan.com 

571-334-5837 
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