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December 31, 2017; Sunday before Epiphany
My Beloved in the Lord,

As we finish 2017 we are given the opportunity to contemplate the past year in
preparation for the New Year of 2018. Often times people make resolutions
thereby committing themselves to doing or not doing something that they believe
will lead to them to being a better person. This occasion for reflection should not
be limited to our external qualities, but should primarily be focused on our
relationship with God, our relationship with the other, and our inner spiritual
disposition. The Church celebrates two significant feasts on January 1st which
helps us to focus on these elements––the circumcision of Christ and the feast of
St. Basil. Although some may be perplexed as to why the Church finds the
former of these feasts to be significant, we must remain cognizant that it was not
always the case in Church history when people believed that Christ actually
became incarnate and took on flesh. This fact, which is most exemplified in the
feast of the Nativity which has just passed, has extraordinary importance since it
once again shows us that Christ has this intimate relationship with humanity
insofar as He was born in the flesh and condescended to live that which was a
culturally typical upbringing. It is one of the many ways in which He shows His
humility even though He is God. We also celebrate the feast of St. Basil who,
throughout his life, exemplified what it meant to be in relation with his neighbor.
He typified this experience through his theological works and personal letters
which often show that he was strict on himself and those close to him, but to
those who were spiritually weak, he remained pastoral. He also showed love for
his neighbor and particularly for the poor by securing a return of funds from the
empire for them when they had been overburdened by assessments. When this
money was returned to the people, he devised a fair method by putting the gold
coins in loaves of bread that were distributed to the populace which is where we
get the tradition of the Vasilopita. These two stellar examples of relationships––
the relationship between our Lord and us and the relationship that we foster
amongst one another––help to fortify each person’s inner spiritual disposition. It
is impossible to strengthen any one of these aspects of our spiritual lives without
it helping to strengthen the others as well. Conversely, if we neglect any of these
aspects, it can also lead to spiritual infirmity. My beloved children in the Lord, it
is for this reason that we should all set spiritual resolutions for ourselves. If you
do not already pray at least once a day, then your goal should be to pray at least
once a day. If you already pray several times a day, then increase your
prayerfulness by doing acts of charity. If you do both of these, then increase your
prayerfulness by reading the lives of the saints for personal spiritual inspiration.
If you already do all of these, then find other things which build your relationship
with God and your relationship with your neighbor. There is no limit to the level
one can devote themselves to Christ....(Continued on the back page)



EPISTLE READING : St. Paul’s Second Letter to 
Timothy 4:5-8
TIMOTHY, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do
the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am
already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my
departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, watch the Lord,

the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but
also to all who have loved his appearing.

GOSPEL READING : The Gospel According to
Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God. As it is written in the prophets, 'Behold,
I send my messenger before your face, who shall
prepare your way; the voice of one crying in the
wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.' John was baptizing in the wilderness,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all
the country of Judea, and all the people of
Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the

All our Ministries wish our wonderful parishioners a very
happy, healthy and peaceful New Year! We thank you all for
your continued support of our efforts to serve the Lord, His
church and our community.

river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair,
and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And
he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."

Weekday Liturgical Schedule for January 2018
Mon. Jan. 1    Circumcision of our Lord, St. Basil the Great  8:45 AM, Orthros.  

10:00 AM, Divine Liturgy
Fri. Jan. 5       Eve of Epiphany  9:30 AM, Reading of Great Hours
Sat. Jan. 6      Theophany 8:15 AM, Orthros.  9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy.  Blessing of 

Waters 
Wed. Jan. 17  St. Anthony the Great  8:15 AM, Orthros.  9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy
Thur. Jan. 25  St. Gregory the Theologian  8:15 AM, Orthros.  9:30 AM, Divine

Liturgy
Tues. Jan. 30  The Three Hierarchs   8:15 AM, Orthros.  9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy



ANNOUNCEMENTS: December 31, 2017
Happy New Year!

As we bring 2017 to a close, please ensure your 2017 pledge is
fulfilled. You can pay today with a check or online on our
website. Also, consider your pledge for 2018 as your New
Year’s resolution to support our church and our future site by
filling out the pledge card in this bulletin and in the church hall.
Thank you for all your wonderful generosity. May you have a
blessed new year! Ron Baldinger, Stewardship Chair

HOPE and JOY – The next monthly meeting is Friday,
January 12th from 6pm to 7:15pm at church.

The first GOYA event of the year will take place Saturday,
January 6th at 6:30pm at the home of Lia Economou. All
GOYAns are invited for dinner, a movie, fellowship and fun!
Please RSVP to Paris Economou at parisecon@yahoo.com.

PAREA (Our Company of Friends!) –With God's grace,
our January luncheon will take place on Tuesday, January 9th,
2018 at 11:30 at OPA! Mezze Grill. Address: 44110 Ashburn
Village Boulevard, Ashburn, VA 20147 (Ashburn Village

AHEPA Chapter 542 – Our next monthly meeting is
Thursday, January 11th, 7:30-9pm, at the home of Alex
Kangelaris (12650 Thunderchase Drive, Reston 20191). To
become a member, apply on our website today,
www.ahepa542.org, and subscribe to the online calendar for
real time event updates.

Center) Tel: 703-729-221. Please RSVP to Marina (703-349-1842).

GREEK SCHOOL – Looking forward to resuming classes on January 3rd! 

PHILOPTOCHOS – Philoptochos wishes everyone a blessed
new year! Hope to see you at our next meeting on Sunday,
January 7th immediately after Liturgy. Our membership drive
also starts in January. We hope to see many new faces join us.
Our membership dues are $50.00. We look forward to a new year
filled with many activities, including the Taste of Greece in
February. Look for the sign up sheet to help out that weekend.

Thank you to our Hope and Joy youth group for sponsoring 
today’s coffee hour!



Sunday School News: New Prayer Partners program! The Prayer Partners
program pairs students in grades 9th-12thwith a Prayer Partner in Pre-K – 6th grade.
Prayer partners may work on Sunday School projects together, celebrate various holiday
activities together, practice the Orthodox faith together, etc. For further details please talk
to Ergini Martnishn ( 703-652-4426).

Thanks to everyone who brought in a toy and
participated in our AHEPA Chapter’s community
service day with Toys For Tots. Stay tuned for more
community service days from your AHEPA Chapter in
2018. Pete Margaros, Chapter President.

(Cover Message Continued) Additionally, everyone should increase their
attendance in the Divine Liturgy since this is the place par-excellence where
one can receive the bountiful blessings of God. It is my sincerest prayer that
each of you find the way to build up your spiritual lives in this New Year.
Praying that you and your families have a happy, healthy, and blessed New
Year filled with every good and perfect gift from our Lord, I remain
With Paternal Love and Blessings,
† E V A N G E L O S
Metropolitan of New Jersey

2018	Stewardship	Pledge	(ALL	PLEDGES	JANUARY‐ DECEMBER	2018)	
HOLY	APOSTLES	GREEK	ORTHODOX	CHURCH

In faith, prayer and sacrifice, my family and I wish to share in the support and 
work of the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church. We would like to pledge:

$__________ for the year 2018 (through December 2018) 
You may pay via cash, check or online using PayPal

 Annually       Semi-annually       Quarterly       Monthly     Weekly Name:
_________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________ State: ______ Zip:______ 

E-mail: _______________________________ Phone: __________________
Your pledge is strictly confidential.

Start  the  New  Year  off  right! 

Submit your 2018 Stewardship 
Pledge Card
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