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**SUMMER HOURS**
Orthros 8:15am    Divine Liturgy 9:30am

July 16, 2017
Sunday of the Holy Fathers

St. John of Kronstadt and the Education of Children (Part 2)

Father John’s Strictness

St. John of Kronstadt could be abrupt. One day a 
sixteen-year-old boy who was extremely lazy and 
morally spoiled, expressed his disbelief before the entire 
class in the divinity of the Holy Spirit. Fr. John called him 
godless and a miscreant. Later he summoned him 
for a separate conversation, after which the boy felt 
renewed and strengthened in spirit.

Some recall how a noblewoman complained to Fr. John about the 
degradation of religious and moral education of her children. “Their 
teachers,” she said, “taught them everything they need to pass the exams and be 
clever.” “You should say that they pounded them and not taught them,” Fr. 
John corrected her. “When being pounded with spiritual knowledge, they 
have the same feeling as when they are learning arithmetic and so on. But 
how about you? Do you take care of their souls?
Have you directed them so that besides human approval they would strive for 
God’s approval?” “I suggest it to them according to my strength,” the lady 
answered him. “After all, one can’t find the door to one’s own child’s heart.” “You 
didn’t find the door to the heart, so you’ll get beasts instead of humans,” Fr. 
John replied. “You have forgotten that the Lord has shown mankind an 
example in the bird species. A bird first gives birth to an egg, and until this egg 
has been kept for the proper time in maternal warmth, it remains an inanimate 
object. It is the same with people. The born child is that egg—with the 
beginnings of earthly life, but inanimate with respect to his blossoming in 
Christ. The child who has not been warmed by his parents and family to the 
root of his soul, to the root of all his feelings, will remain dead in spirit for God 
and good works. And it is precisely from these children not warmed by love and 
spiritual care that those generations come into the world, from which the 
prince of this world will recruit his armies against God and His holy Church.”



EPISTLE READING : St. Paul's Letter to Titus 3:8-15 
TITUS, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on 
these things, so that those who have believed in God may be 
careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are 
excellent and profitable to men. But avoid stupid 
controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over 
the law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man

who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice, have nothing more to 
do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-
condemned. When I send Artemas or Tychicos to you, do your best to come 
to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your 
best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they 
lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to good deeds, 
so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with 
me send greeting to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be 
with you all. Amen.

GOSPEL READING : The Gospel According to 
Matthew 5:14-19
The Lord said to his disciples, "You are the light of the 
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men 
light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. Think 
not that I have come to abolish the law and the 
prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill
them. For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, 
not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Whoever then 
relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches men so, shall be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them 
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven."

ORTHODOX BOOK CLUB – Due to summer vacations, the Orthodox 
Book Club will hold off its meetings for the summer and will resume its meetings in 
September.

During the summer months, we look forward to fellowship after the 
Liturgy with coffee and lemonade in our hall. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
July 16, 2017

Here is an update on the status of our  2017 Stewardship collections:

• Total Pledges:  100
• Total Amount Pledged:  $185,488
• Total Paid to Date:  $96,642
• Total Outstanding Balance Due:  $88,845 

Contact Ron Baldinger, Stewardship Chair with questions, ron.baldinger@gmail.com

PAREA (Our Company of Friends) – A huge thank 
you to all who joined PAREA's June gathering! Special 
thanks also to everyone who brought delicious treats for 
PAREA's June Coffee Hour. PAREA will be in hiatus 
during the months of July and August. God willing, we will be

gathering again around our PAREA's table on Tuesday, September 5th at Mimi's 
Cafe. Have a blessed and safe summer! Marina (703-349-1842)

Congratulations to the new GOYA Officers for 2017-2018. 
We wish them the best of luck in their endeavors to support their 
church and its community. And they are: 
Presidents: Lizzie Emch & Luke Kendrat
Vice President: Christina Kendrat
Secretary: Alexandros Kouiroukidis
Treasurer: Paris Economou
Historian: Millie Morris
Public Relations: Maria Mantalvanos

Annual Parish Picnic, Sat. Aug. 26
12:00-3:00pm

Ashburn Farm Windmill Pavilion Organized by 
the Stewardship Committee. All parishioners are invited! Look for 
an online signup and RSVP in August.

We thank all former GOYA Officers for their accomplishments this year and wish all 
our wonderful parishioners a fantastic summer. GOYA activities will resume in 
September 2017. 



2017	Stewardship	Pledge	(ALL	PLEDGES	JANUARY‐ DECEMBER	2017)	
HOLY	APOSTLES	GREEK	ORTHODOX	CHURCH

In faith, prayer and sacrifice, my family and I wish to share in the support and 
work of the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church. We would like to pledge:

$__________ for the year 2017 (through December 2017) 
You may pay via cash, check or online using PayPal

 Annually       Semi-annually       Quarterly       Monthly     Weekly
Name: _________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________ State: ______ Zip:______ 

E-mail: _______________________________ Phone: __________________
Your pledge is strictly confidential.

UPDATE FROM THE FUTURE PLANNING COMMITTEE
We all have a dream of a permanent home for our community. The FPC has
reorganized with church members who are accomplished in the disciplines
we need moving forward to make our dream a reality. From Finance,
Commercial Real Estate, Engineering, Legal, and Marketing, this new
committee brings together decades of collective experience that will take us to
the next level. At the same time, without you , our parishioners, we can't get
to that ultimate goal so we look forward to sharing news about how you can
help very soon. All of us have a chance to make history by helping build the
first Greek Orthodox Christian parish in the most affluent county and one of
the fastest growing areas of the country. What a wonderful legacy to leave to
our future generations! I look forward to working with the COMMITTEE, the
PARISH COUNCIL, and all of you as we move forward. If you have any
questions, ideas, or thoughts, please email our team at
holyapostlesfpc@gmail.com or call the FPC Chair Hotline at (703) 594-6836.
Thank you very much for being part of this historic journey for our church!
Tom Skuce, Holy Apostles FPC Chair

Weekday Liturgical Schedule for August, 2017
Aug. 1 Beginning of Dormition Fast (strict fast); 7:00 PM, Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Aug. 2 7:00 PM, Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Aug. 4 7:00 PM, Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Aug. 7 7:00 PM, Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Aug. 9 7:00 PM, Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Aug. 11 7:00 PM, Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Aug. 14 7:00 PM, Great Vespers for Dormition
Aug. 15 Koimisis (Dormition) of the Theotokos; 8:15 AM, Orthros;  9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy
Aug. 29 Beheading of St. John the Baptist (strict fast); 8:15 AM, Orthros; 9:30 AM, Divine 

Liturgy
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