
October 15, 2017; Sunday of the 7th Ecumenical Council
What the Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council Have 

Done For Our Salvation and Sanctification

Fear not, little flock!– only believe, the Lord is with you all days (Luke
12:32). Fear not, little flock– I shall leave you God’s Church, the pillar and
ground of truth. Live in it; live through it; only it is immovable, neither
changing nor deceiving, for the Lord Himself is in it. He guards the holy
truth in the catholicity of the Church’s decisions. For it seemed good to the
Holy Spirit, and to us (Acts 15:28): conciliar decisions were proclaimed
using these words on every occasion and at all times. The seven pillars – the
Seven Ecumenical Councils – firmly and unwaveringly support the vault of
the Church, while the canons protect God’s truth in the world. My dear
ones, it is the Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council to whom we are
obliged to give thanks that our churches, our cells, and our homes are
sanctified with holy icons; that living flames glimmer before them in
lampadas; that we fall down in prostration before the holy relics; and that
the smoke of holy incense lifts our hearts to the heavenly abodes, parting us
from earth. The grace of revelation from these holy objects has filled many,
many hearts with love for God and animated many spirits that were already
quite dead. But all this might not have been, if there had not been a time in
the eighth century when the Holy Fathers of the Church – holy hierarchs
and monks – stood up in defense of these holy objects. Their struggle, to the
shedding of blood, extinguished many bonfires made up of icons, which had
been blazing over the course of fifty years. The Seventh Ecumenical
Council affirmed that iconography is a special form of revelation of Divine
reality; and that through the Divine services and icons, Divine revelation
becomes accessible to the faithful, to our domain. Through the icon, just as
through Holy Scripture, we not only learn about God, but we come to know
God; through the holy icons of the God-pleasers we touch transfigured man,
a partaker of the Divine life; through the icon we receive the all- sanctifying
grace of the Holy Spirit. The icon, according to the Fathers, is also prayer.
A consecrated icon is itself holy. When we pray before it, the holy words of
our prayers and the visible holy image of the icon before us simultaneously
transfigure us, directing even us sinners and earthly people to holiness. I
will not list examples of God’s gifts that we have received through the holy
icons and through the holy Mysteries of the Church. They are innumerable.
Every day the Holy Church glorifies the icons of the Mother of God and
celebrates the memory of the holy God-pleasers. Their icons are placed
before us on analogions for veneration. The living religious experience of
each one of us, the experience of our gradual transfiguration through them,
makes us faithful children of the Holy, Universal, Orthodox Church. This is
the true embodiment in the world of the works of the Holy Fathers of the
Seventh Ecumenical Council. (Continued on the back page)
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EPISTLE READING : St. Paul’s Letter to Titus 3:8-15
Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these
things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to
apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and profitable
to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions,
and quarrels over the law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As
for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice,

GOSPEL READING : The Gospel According to
Luke 8:5-15
The Lord said this parable: "A sower went out to sow his
seed; and as he sowed, some fell along the path, and was
trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And
some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away,
because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns; and
the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some fell into

have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and
sinful; he is self-condemned. When I send Artemas or Tychicos to you, do your
best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do
your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack
nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to good deeds, so as to help
cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me send greeting to
you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

good soil and grew, and yielded a hundredfold." And when his disciples asked him
what this parable meant, he said, "To you it has been given to know the secrets of
the kingdom of God; but for others they are in parables, so that seeing they may
not see, and hearing they may not understand. Now the parable is this: The seed is
the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil
comes and takes away the word from their hearts, that they may not believe and be
saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it
with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of temptation
fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as
they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life,
and their fruit does not mature. And as for that in the good soil, they are those who,
hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with
patience." As he said these things, he cried out "He who has ears to hear, let him
hear."

GOYA Baby Bottle Fundraiser – Please fill up a baby
bottle provided by the GOYAns with loose change, bills and
checks, and return back to church by October 29th. Thank you
ALL for your support of GOYA and the church Building Fund as
we help our young parish grow!

Weekday Liturgical Schedule for October, 2017
October 18 St. Luke the Apostle 8:15 AM, Orthros.  9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy



ANNOUNCEMENTS
October 15, 2017

Please review your pledge contribution progress
as we enter the last quarter of the year. We thank
all parishioners for their stewardship payments
and donations throughout the year, and remind
everyone else that it’s not too late to pledge and

donate for 2017! Pledge form is in the church hall. Please contact Ron Baldinger,
Stewardship Chair: ron.baldinger@gmail.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL – Classes have begun but registration continues; complete
a registration form and give it to one of our teachers. For further information
regarding learning Biblical Greek and to include your name in the informative
session that will take place TODAY, and on Oct. 22 and 29 following the Liturgy,
talk to Ergini Martnishn at church or contact her: ergini@aol.com, 703-652-4426.

Even though Greek School has started, it's not too late to be
part of our Greek School Program. Classes offered one of
two dates, Wednesday or Thursday at 5:00pm; depending
on age and level. For additional information please contact
vasilia@live.com. Information is also on our website.

PHILOPTOCHOS – RSVP by Sunday, October 22nd to
Lisa.Branner@marriott.com for our Happy Hour on October
25th at Burton’s Bar and Grill in Sterling.

OUR YOUTH GROUP UPCOMING EVENTS
 HOPE AND JOY – Monthly meeting at church on October 20th from 6pm
to 7:15pm

 GOYA – After Liturgy on October 22nd, guest speaker, Mr. Nicholas
Mantalvanos, will share with our GOYAns his spiritual journey and life lessons he
acquired as a Navy Pilot.

NEW!! Teen and Adult classes are also offered Wednesday evenings & Saturday 
mornings. Please inquire with Greg Joiner (gregjoiner@gmail.com) or Vasilia Ravaris
(vasilia@live.com).

CHOIR - Our next rehearsal is Thursday, October 26th at 7pm at church.
Contact Elpida at archelles@yahoo.com with questions or to join.

The new ecclesiastical furniture will be blessed and dedicated today.
We all extend to the donors our heartfelt thanks for their generosity and
love.

Say what you want… but say it in Greek!



Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church
8:45 AM Orthros, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy

21580 Atlantic Blvd., Unit160, Bldg. D; Dulles, Virginia 20166 
phone 703-421-7515, fax 703-956-9498

PAREA (Our Company of Friends) - Due to the
November elections, our PAREA will gather on Thursday,
November 9th, around 11:30am, or after we celebrate the

Thinking about what can accompany your Thanksgiving
meal? Philoptochos has you covered. We will be offering
spanakopitas and tiropitas for the upcoming holiday. Please
join us as we start putting them together, Saturday, October
21 and 28 and November 4, 11:00 AM at the church. We
will provide the hairnets! See you there!

What is the latest from the Future Planning Committee?  How does it 
relate to Stewardship? How is our Stewardship program? Which 

parishioner is giving their testimonial?  Come to church on Sunday, Oct. 
29th for Stewardship Sunday and hear all about it!

Liturgy for Agios Nektarios. We will meet at Cafesano (21305 Windmill Parc Dr, #100,
Dulles, VA 20166 - tel: 571-732-2330). Please call Marina (703-349-1842) to RSVP.

JOB OPPORTUNITY - Opa! Mezze Grill in the Ashburn Shopping Center has an
immediate opening for a full-time or part-time server. Our servers average between $15-
$16 per hour (including tips). No experience required, we can train! Call 703-729-2211.
www.opamezzegrill.com

Today's Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Sunday School 
and Ellinomatheia Program. Thank you! 

(Cover message cont…) That is why, of all the victories over a multitude of various
heresies, only the victory over iconoclasm and the restoration of icon-veneration was
proclaimed to be the Triumph of Orthodoxy. The faith of the Fathers of the Seven
Ecumenical Councils is the eternal and immutable foundation of Orthodoxy. But now the
terrible waves of the worldwide flood that once destroyed the human race are again covering
the world with lies and falsehood, ready to engulf the universe, to destroy faith in Christ, and
to distort His teaching. Our only salvation, our ark, is the Holy Church, guided on its way by
its heavenly luminaries: the writings of the holy God-pleasers.
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