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A Message from Father George Alexson 

life to the next, so that we may acquire her virtues as our own, as we struggle to perfect ourselves in our spiritual 
journey.  Following is a meditation by St. Maximus the Confessor on the person of the Theotokos.  This great saint 
of our Church captures remarkably well the position and work of the Virgin Mary in God's plan for our salvation, 
as well as her continuing intercession on our behalf. 

She is the ardent intercessor of her Son, Christ God, for all 
those who entreat her. 

She is the calm harbor of all those buffeted by waves, who 
rescues them from spiritual and fleshly waves. 

She is the guide on the way of life for all who have gone 
astray. 

She is the one who seeks and converts those who are lost. 

She is the help and support of those who are afflicted. 

She is the intercessor and mediator of those who are peni-
tent. 

And I will say even more than the above: 

She is the resurrection of the fallen Adam. 

She is the destruction of Eve's tears. 

She is the comforter of those who mourn. 

She is the throne of the king, who bears the One who bears. 

She is the one who renews the old world. 
 

She is the ladder that reaches to heaven, by which God descended to the earth. 

She is the bridge that leads from earth to Paradise. 

She is the wonder of angels, and she is the wound of demons and their destruction. 

She is the root of the incorruptible shoot. 

She is the tree of immortal fruit. 

She worked on the worker, the lover of humanity. 

She sprouted forth the planter of life... 

Highlights: 

Taverna Night, Sat. Sept. 6, 
7-11pm. Sterling Volunteer 
Rescue Patton Hall  

Sunday School Registra-
tion begins Sept 7. 

Registration has begun for 
HOPE & JOY and Greek 
School. Forms are        
included on pg. 8 and pg. 
13 respectively.  
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The bi-monthly newsletter of the Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County 

My Beloved Parishioners, 

The month of August is traditionally known as dedicated to the Mother of God.  On the first day of August, we 
begin a strict fast in preparation for her “falling-asleep,” or, in Greek, Koimisis tis Theotokou (the Dormition or 
Falling-asleep of the Mother of God).  Many names or titles have been given to our Lord's mother by our holy 
Orthodox Church.  The title, Theotokos, is, perhaps, from a theological point of view, the most important, be-
cause it explains without any doubt whatsoever, the role of Mary in the life of the human race: She who gave birth 
to God.  To deny this title is to deny the Incarnation of our Lord as God-Man.  We believe that our Lord and Sav-
ior is both perfect God and perfect Man.  His humanity is derived from His birth through the Virgin Mary.  Mary's 
humble submission to God's will accomplished the over-turning of Eve's disobedience, which set in motion the 
estrangement of our human race from its Creator.  Mary is the “New Eve,” whose faith, trust and obedience to 
God sets an everlasting example for all Christians to follow in our own personal attempt to re-unite our sinful 
selves to God the Father.  The Church calls us to fast and pray prior to the celebration of Mary's passing from this 

Continued on Page 3... 
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42nd Biennial Clergy Laity 
Congress  

President’s Message 
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I pray you are all enjoying a safe and cool 
summer.  

I would like to thank everyone that attended 
our Spring General Assembly.  As we dis-
cussed, we are continuing our search for avail-
able property throughout Loudoun County.  
At the following PC meeting, Andrew Kaffes 
graciously volunteered to head up our search 

for a new home. As Andrew identifies a list of available sites, the Parish 
Council will review and prepare a detailed comparison. 

I would like to thank Father George, Effie Koutsourias and all the volun-
teers for coordinating another successful Vacation Church Camp.  Our 
children are the future of the church, and I am so pleased to hear the 
glowing reviews.  I am sure with the success of this year’s camp, you will 
see it again in 2015.  

In His service,   

Con Sofologis 
Parish Council President 

Father George, Marina Blair, and Paul Orphanides. 

Marina and Paul with Anastasia Michals and Father 
Michael, President of the Philoptochos of NJ and 

Congress Co-Chair of the 42nd Biennial.  

His Eminence, Metropolitan Evangelos. 

As we prepare to enter the period of the fifteen-day fast, my beloved, let 
us take advantage of the services that will be celebrated during these 
days, the Paraklesis (Supplication), in honor of the Theotokos, as a 
means for our own growth in prayer and spiritual struggle.  Let us honor, 
“She who is more honorable than the Cherubim and beyond compare 
more glorious than the Seraphim”...and humbly ask her to intercede for 
us and for the salvation of all. 

Father George  

Father George’s Message 
Continued... 
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Stewardship 
Our parish had a great summer kickoff at our Parish Picnic on June 28th 
at the Douglass Community Center Pavilion in Leesburg.  Over 100 people 
were in attendance!  The younger kids enjoyed the brand new playground 
while the older kids played soccer and volleyball.  A fun time was had by 
all!  Thank you to everyone who brought side dishes and beverages.  It 
was a feast!  A special thank you also to Christy Lisciandro, Christine Pou-
lias and Julie Burke who helped with planning. We hope to make this an 
annual event so save the date for next year. 

We have had many great Stewardship activities this year to include Cou-
ples Night at King Pinz Bowling in Leesburg and Father Son Fishing in 
Reston.  If you have an idea for an event please contact Lia Economou at 
liaecon@comcast.net and the Stewardship Committee can help with the 
planning. It all starts with an idea! Also consider joining our committee so 
you can directly impact the membership of our Parish. 

We hope you have a wonderful summer.  Remember that our church is 
still open and needs your support during the summer so we look forward 
to seeing you. In God’s Service, 

Lia Economou 
Stewardship Chair 

Katarzyna Abousamra & Nicholas Adams Alex and Trisha Kantsios 

Father George and Presv. Joanna Alexson Mercina Karagiorgis 

James and Frances Apistolas Nick and Dina Kass 

Bill and Nancy Aubin Bill and Kathy Kendrat 

Tom and Pattie Ayers Mariana Korulaki 

John and Kristina Ayoub Nikolaos & Sofia Kouiroukidis 

Bill and Kelli Bakopanos Michael and Niki Kyriacou 

Robert and Marina Blair Bill and Loula Lagadinos 

Tim and Diane Boone Alex Lampros and Hal Hallett 

Chad and Julie Burke Niki Lelis 

Georgia Caprino Eleni Malliaros Levy 

Pete and Elena Chambers John and Christy Lisciandro 

Deacon Haralambos and Maria Chelpon Angelike Maoury 

Greg and Marilena Cherpes Elaine Marshall 

Ed and Alexis Cleveland  George and Debra Mohkiber 

Matthew Cleveland Olivia Morris 

Panayiotis and Athanasia Dacey Paul and Lisa Orphanides 

Paul and Mea Danigelis Maria Pappas 

William and Helen Demestihas Katerina Paskaris 

Michael and Aspacia Dintini Jonathan and Janet Perezous 

Craig and Marianna Dodson  Terry and Christine Poulias 

Elda Dodson Despina Psomiades 

David and Susan Dorn Raul and Lisa Puertas 

John and Maria Drapas Keith Pullman 

Dean and Lia Economou  Travis and Christie Rebok 

Vasilis and Joan Fotopoulos Vladimir and Galina Repin 

Gary and Lillian Funk Thomas and Archelle Skuce 

Evelyn Gacis Jeff and Cynthia Smith 

John and Patricia Galanis Constantine Sofologis 

Peter and Barbara Garbis Nicholas and Elizabeth Spyros 

Anthony and Carol Georgelas Paul Spyros 

Angeline Gillas Sarah Spyros 

Michael and Eleni Hadjimichael Stavros Stephanakis 

Richard Haylor Moska Stratis 

Christopher Jesuele Dwaine and Irene Thomas 

Neil and Alexandra Jesuele Peter Thomas 

Greg and Ashley Joiner Angelo Tjoumas 

Nicholas and Anna Jougras Michael and Maria Tsapos 

Andrew and Vasiliki Kaffes Douglas & Stefania Whittington 

Alex and Debbie Kangelaris Maria Zangos 

Sophia Kangelaris Nicholas and Carol Zangos 

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES 

Shown at right is a list of individuals and families who have made their 
Stewardship pledge for 2014 as of July 20.  Thank you for your financial 
commitment to our parish. If you have not submitted a pledge for 2014, 
please complete the pledge card in this newsletter and return it to the 
church. Questions can be directed to Lia Economou at 
liaecon@comcast.net. 
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Photos from the 2014 Parish Picnic 
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Photos from the 2014 Parish Picnic continued... 
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GOYA 
We are all very excited that a new year for the GOYAns is about to start. 
 We are planning many new and exciting activities that will serve God, 
church, it's community, and bring the GOYAns together for lots of fun. 

Our new Officers for the 2014-2015 year are: 

President - Lauren Funk 

Vice President - Alexandra Dacey 

Secretary - Alexandros Kouiroukidis and Anastacia Puertas 

Treasurer - Angelo Dacey 

Historian - Yanni Kouiroukidis 

Our first meeting will be held on September 21st.  All rising 7th graders 
are welcome!  We will be discussing our trip to the Monasteries and all 
upcoming activities.  

Sincerely, 

Sofia Kouiroukidis (kkouirouk@gmail.com) 
Lillian Funk (lilyfunk@hotmail.com) 
Goya Advisors 
http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/goya.html  

HOPE / JOY 
Hellenic Orthodox Primary Education (HOPE)/Junior Orthodox Youth 
(JOY)'s mission is to strengthen the relationship of young Orthodox 
Christians with our Lord through worship, fellowship and service.  The 
program works to educate and edify the young members of the church, 
encouraging them to become active sacramental participants in the life 
of the Body of Christ.  HOPE/JOY is a gathering of the faithful of the 
Church who share the same ages, grades and common interests. 
 HOPE/JOY is for children ages 5-11. 

HOPE/JOY meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each 
month during the school year.  Each meeting allows children the oppor-
tunity to meet and discuss a religious topic in a fun setting.  The children 
enjoy spending time together, sharing their ideas, doing crafts and play-
ing games together.  Additional social activities, such as ice-skating, 
pizza parties, potlucks and game nights are also planned throughout the 
school year.  The children also participate in a variety of community 
outreach projects throughout the year such as a Walk for the Homeless, 
visiting a Youth Shelter and other events. 

To register for HOPE/JOY, please complete the registration form, along 
with a check for the registration fee ($20 for 1st child, $15 for each addi-
tional child) and return to Eleni Hadjimichael or Maria Drapas.   

We look forward to an exciting year! 

Eleni Adamis Hadjimichael & Maria Drapas 
Hope/Joy Co-Directors 
http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/hopejoy.html  
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Philoptochos 
Hope everyone is in the midst of a relaxing and enjoyable summer!  The 
ladies of the Philoptochos are busy this summer preparing for our first 
Taverna Night!  It's time for us all to come together to enjoy music, danc-
ing and fellowship.  It is the perfect way to start the fall season and we 
hope to see you there!  Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 6th 
at 7:00 pm at Patton Hall in Cascades.  Make your reservations now!   

As always, please consider joining us for a meeting.  We normally meet 
the first Sunday of every month immediately following church.  Howev-
er, our September meeting will be on Sunday, September 14th because of 
Taverna Night. 

Looking forward to an evening of music and dancing, 

Alexis Cleveland 
President Ladies Philoptochos 
http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/philoptochos.html  PAPOU’S WORKSHOP 

A  Division of Dr. Sawdust Workshop, LLC 
 

Jewelry Boxes, Gift Boxes,  
Stefana Display Cases, Bunk Beds 

 
All Hand Made in the USA 
Personalization Available 

WoodworkerJES@Reagan.com 
571-334-5837 

The Men's Bible Study wishes you a blessed and wonderful summer. We 
start again on Tuesday, September 2. Please watch our church bulletin 
for further information. May God bless you. 

Nick Spyros 

Men’s Bible Study 
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Can’t believe another school year came to an end!  I would like to extend my gratitude to Father George, Parish Council, 
teachers, parents, grandparents, family and friends for their continued support, involvement and commitment towards 
our Greek School.  I would like to acknowledge the parents, for their continued dedication on enrolling and bringing 
their children to our school.  Without you, we could not have a productive and successful school year.   

One of our main goals is to help families of Greek and Non-Greek heritage backgrounds raise bilingual children; which 
in this day and age as we all know and are aware is a “big” challenge.   We all share the passion for our Greek Language 
and are committed to teach and help each of our students reach their growth potential and succeed in a fun and struc-
tured environment.  Our emphasis is based on teaching our children the Hellenic Language, history, culture, reading, 
writing, and values with a Greek Orthodox background.   

We will continue to offer the Greek Language to children starting at age 4 and older.  Adult classes are also offered.  
Classes will be held the same days and time as in the past; one of two days, Wednesday, starting October 1st  or Thurs-
day, October 2nd  from 5:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m..  Important and various information such as the Registration Form, Poli-
cy/Procedures and School Calendar, can be found on the website and at the Greek School Bulletin.  

Our students will be offered a challenging, high quality and beneficial Greek/English developmental curriculum which 
would be age and level appropriate.  We will continue to use the Papaloizos textbooks and workbooks as these books 
are developed for the teaching of Greek as a Second Language as well as a different book series as supplement for oth-
ers.  In addition to the books, various and numerous handouts will be provided.   

At every class, the students are encouraged to interact and participate with one another and converse in Greek. They 
will be given the opportunity to learn and to recognize the Greek alphabet and their sounds, creating syllables which 
conclude to words, phrases, sentences and compositions.  They will be involved in listening and learning: songs, stories 
and the Greek Culture and Faith; learning the colors, counting, identifying flashcards, playing educational games, con-
versations, grammar, reading/writing skills and a lot more.   They will participate in different conversations and dia-
logues.  It’s not only reciting a word, reading a page and completing their class work but it is beneficial for each one to 
comprehend and applying what they’ve learned.  Different activities and methods have been carefully selected to appeal 
to the appropriate levels.  This will enhance their comprehension, self esteem and will develop positive self concept and 
attain new skills in an easier way, by being in a class environment and learning all together.  Each student will be evalu-
ated through testing; as recommended by the Archdiocese.  

I believe that a good parent-teacher relationship is necessary for maximum school success.  By all of us working togeth-
er, we can make this, another successful school year. This will enable each of us to establish procedures that enhance 
learning and contribute to a safe, orderly and positive place. We will help every student achieve their full potential and 
ensure success throughout the school year.  I will gladly answer any questions, and welcome your suggestions and valu-
able feedback.   

I am looking forward to welcoming back our old students and meeting new ones and their families.  Please take the 
time to read and complete the Registration form as enrollment has begun.  I am truly looking forward to this year.  It 
will indeed be beneficial and successful for everyone.  I hope you and your families have a great, safe and enjoyable 
summer. Thank you. 

Respectfully, 
Vasilia Ravaris 
Greek School Director 
vasilia@live.com   

Greek School Welcome Letter 
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The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County 
Greek Afternoon School Registration Form 

2014 – 2015 School Year 
                                 www.greekorthodoxloudoun.org 

Registration Information: Please complete entire form. Payment in full must be 
attached, unless otherwise discussed with the Director. If you are registering more 
than one child, kindly complete a separate registration form for each child. 
If you have any questions, you may contact Vasilia Ravaris (vasilia@live.com). 
 
Student’s First and Last Name:_____________________________________________ 
Student’s First and Last Name in Greek:_____________________________________ 
Allergies: _______________________________________________________________ 
Student’s age:______  Date of Birth: __________________ Name Day: ____________ 
Student’s grade in school for 2014-2015 school year: ________________ 
Student’s Address:_______________________________________________________ 
           _______________________________________________________ 
Parent’s Names:_________________________________________________________ 
Parent’s Home Phone: _________________Parent’s Cell Phone:_________________ 
Parent’s E-mail Address:__________________________________________________ 
 
Greek Language Information: 
Is Greek the child’s first language?    ____Yes ____ No 
Is Greek spoken at home?                   ____Yes ____ No 
Has the child attended Greek school in the past?  ____Yes ____ No 
If yes, how many years?      _______ Years 
 

Greek school classes will be offered one of the two days.   
Wednesday 5:00-6:45 p.m.  
Thursday 5:00-6:45 p.m.    
Adult Class is also offered, please inquire  
 
Payment Information:      CHECK #________ 
Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County Stewards: 
*$350 for first child plus $ 50 for Books (if do not have books from previous year) 
*$300 for each additional child plus $50 for Books (if do not have books from previous year) 
Non-Stewards: 
*$550 for each child plus $ 50 for Books (if do not have books from previous year) 
 
Make checks payable to the Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County, 
please write “Greek School” in Memo section.  Please address all registrations to: 

 

The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County 
Attention: Vasilia Ravaris, Greek School Director 

21580 Atlantic Boulevard, Bldg D, Unit 160, Dulles, VA 20166  



The Light  To Φως Page 14 

Vacation Church Camp 
Glory be to God!  Our 2nd Annual Vacation Church Camp 2014 was, once 
again, a great success!  We had 35 campers this year and extended the 
camp to 7th grade! 

Thank you to all who participated this year, either volunteering to teach, 
assist, or just registering your children and supporting this very im-
portant, religious children's program. 

This year's program and curriculum was developed by the Archdiocese 
and the theme was entitled, 'The Ark of Salvation'.  The lessons concen-
trated on the 4 Great Feast days of the Theotokos (The Nativity, The 
Entrance into the Temple, The Annunciation, and The Dormition). 

The camp ran from 10:00 am - 1:30 pm, Mon., June 23rd - Fri., June 27th.  

The children started off each day with morning prayers and a question/
answer worship lesson with Father George before moving on to their 
classrooms for their age-appropriate daily activities, which included a 
lesson, apply- it activity and a craft.  During the mid-day break, the chil-
dren were provided a snack lunch followed by recess and a music lesson.  

We then had a Missions Moment lesson, which focused on the camp's 
chosen charity, the IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Chari-
ties).  The children learned how the IOCC has helped families in several 
different countries around the world; each day a different country was 
highlighted. (The children raised $105 for the IOCC throughout the 
week!  They also gave money for candles each day, to help out the 
church!) We ended each day with an assembly and Puppet Theater re-
viewing the day's lessons and events.  

The children, teachers, and assistants had a wonderful time and learned 
a lot from one another.  Everyone felt a sadness at the end of the week, 
but joy at the same time, for all that was learned and friendships that 
were made. 

The children learned 4 Church hymns and 2 tunes about our most Holy 
Theotokos, which they were singing all week long at camp and at 
home!  They also learned the dates of the 4 Great Feasts of the Theotokos 
and many facts about our most Holy Theotokos' life.  Many children also 
memorized Bible verses, and our older campers painted exquisite icons 
of which they were so proud! 

The goal of our Church Camp is to develop, in our children, a love for 
Jesus Christ, our Orthodox Christian Teachings, Fellowship, and for our 
children to grow into strong soldiers for Christ and their Faith.  

We hope and pray that this very important and needed program will be 
able to continue each year with full support from our parish, other par-
ishes and eventually the greater Loudoun community, as well.  

May God bless our efforts and our community, especially our children, 
who are the future of our Orthodox Christian Faith, to recognize the 
importance of the Orthodox Christian teachings and to be Lights for our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in this world! 

Please remember to try to keep the last week of June open for our Vaca-
tion Church Camp 2015 next year!  God willing, we will always try to 
organize the camp for that last week of June. 

Thank you again to all who supported us this year! 

In Christ's service, 

Effie Koutsourais 
Camp Director 
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Students enjoying the many activities at the 2014 Vacation Church Camp. 
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PAREA 
We pray that with God's grace everyone is having a 
wonderful and safe summer and is enjoying some 
relaxing moments before we all get back into our 
routines.  Please know that PAREA was quite active 
during the summer!  After the most successful bake 
sale we had, the money we collected, ($1,200/euro 
882 ($1,200/€882), was personally delivered to Agios 
Artemios in Greece.  We thank God for His blessings 
and may He and our most Holy Lady Theotokos 
always give us the strength to continue to work for 
His glory.  Kali Andamosi! 

In His everlasting mercy, 

Marina Blair 
PAREA Chair 
571-969-9234 
from Agios Artemios Church, Pagrati, Athens, Greece 

Pictures from the PAREA Bake Sale and of Marina Blair, PAREA Chair, personally delivering the proceeds to 
Archimandritis Angelos Anthopoulos, along with Ms. Magdalene Lambropoulou, Philoptohos Treasurer. 
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WW II Hero Jim Rigas Joins 
AHEPA Chapter 542 
On June 6, 1944, about 150,000 troops stormed the beaches of France in 
the epic D-Day invasion.  One of our own, Jim Rigas, jumped for the first 
time with the Airborne Corp. into St. Mere Eglise in Normandy, France 
the night before to disrupt German supply routes.  He was just out of 
college and had no prior training.  Later he earned his jump wings and 
joined the 82nd Airborne Division, where he fought in several battles 
including the battle of the Bulge. 

Now, 70 years later, Jim joins AHEPA, an organization routed in the 
principles of commitment to humanity, freedom, and democratic spirit.  
On June 29, 2014 in the social area of the Greek Orthodox Parish of 
Loudon church, Vasilis Fotopoulos, President of the AHEPA Μολών 
Λαβέ Chapter 542, inducted Jim into the Chapter where he will continue 
to fight for the preservation and promotion of these ideals.  All active 
duty members and former military brothers were present, along with the 
entire parish and Jim’s lovely wife Mary, to witness the modified ceremo-
ny.  

This was an important day for our chapter and for AHEPA.  Brother Jim 
brings life lessons of selfless acts to our ranks as a member of the greatest 
generation. Also, as a true Spartan (his father was a native of Sparta, 
Greece) Jim’s initiation into our Chapter truly makes Leonidas proud. 

District 3, 2014 Chapter of the Year, Chapter 542 Μολών Λαβέ! 

Vasilis Fotopoulos 
President 
Μολών Λαβέ Chapter 542 
Order of AHEPA 
http://ahepa.org/ahepa 

Sunday School 
Beloved Orthodox faithful of the Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County, 

As we approach another ecclesiastical year, we pray to our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ to bless our new beginning. It has been several years 
now that I have directed our Catechetical School.  It has certainly been a 
joy and an honor to serve our parish and our bright and beautiful chil-
dren.  However, the time has come for me to step aside and give an op-
portunity for someone else to take the lead.   

This coming year Father George has given this honor to Ergini Batista-
tos-Martnishn.  She will take over the reins as the new Director of our 
Sunday School program.  She is a long-time friend, a devout Orthodox 
Christian, and comes with great inspiration and motivation. For those 
who know Ergini, please support her, and for those who do not know 
her, get to know her, and welcome her endeavors, and work with her.   

I for one will remain as a teacher for our senior level grade.  In addition, 
my lovely wife, Carol will continue to provide fun and inspirational les-
sons for our 3rd and 4th graders.  In fact, most of the teachers who have 
faithfully served us for the last 7 years will return.  Finally, my daughter 
Maria, who has been the backbone with our communications, will con-
tinue to provide ongoing assistance to Ergini.   

As always, we will begin registration the Sunday after Labor Day and 
anticipate the classes to begin two weeks later.  Look for more infor-
mation to follow on our website. For now, let us all lift our hearts and 
thank our Lord for all the Blessings that He has bestowed upon us.. 

Nick Zangos, Catechetical School Director 
Maria Zangos Mollo, Catechetical School Assistant Director 
http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/catechetical.html  


