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The Light  

To Φως 
The bi-monthly newsletter of the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church 

My beloved Parishioners, 

   On November 15th, we marked the beginning of our 

Lenten journey towards the celebration of our Lord’s 

birth.  Officially, in the language of our Church, the 

25th of December commemorates “The Birth in the 

Flesh of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ.”  

We are preparing to welcome the God-Man, the Son 

of God, Second Person of the Holy Trinity, who enters 

the space and time of human history for a specific pur-

pose: to defeat death and sin, and to reopen to us the 

path to His Father’s Kingdom.  With the Incarnation 

of our Lord the promise made to Adam and Eve in the 

Garden is fulfilled: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between  your off-

spring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel (Gen. 3:15).  Enmity, that 

is, between us and the Evil One, the “father of lies,” as Christ describes him in the Gospels.  

Enmity between the human race and all demonic forces that wage spiritual war against us.  

We are, as St. Paul reminds us, at war “with the principalities and powers of darkness.” 

     As any soldier will tell you, no one can fight a war without the proper weapons.  This is 

especially true in spiritual warfare.  Our Heavenly Father does not expect us to confront 

evil and demonic assaults alone and without the necessary armaments. In his Epistle to the 

Ephesians St. Paul exhorts us to, “take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.  Stand therefore, having fastened 

on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for 

your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.  In all circumstances take 

up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one;  and 

take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,  praying at 

all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perse-

verance” (Eph. 6:13-18).  All of these weapons are provided by God through the Church, to 

enrich our life in Christ. 

    If we are to succeed in our Advent journey, we would do well to remember words spoken 

by our Lord in the Sermon on the Mount:  “when you give alms,” “when you pray,” “when 

you fast” (Mt 6:2-18).  Each of these, giving alms, praying, and fasting are essential compo-

nents of every Lenten effort.  Unquestionably, the call to fast is in our times the most ne-

glected.  Yet, we have so many examples in Scripture pointing to the necessity for fasting, 

including our Lord’s forty day fast following His baptism.  When the Disciples were unable 

to heal a demon possessed boy, Jesus told them that, "This kind can come out by nothing, 

except by prayer and fasting” (Mark 9:29).   
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A Message from Father George Alexson cont.. 

Unfortunately, we live in a country where Christmas has been disfigured by a vulgar secular atmosphere.  Were it not 

for the liturgical commemorations within our churches, one would hardly recognize that we are celebrating the birth 

of Christ.  So much emphasis is put on gift-giving and “Christmas” parties that we no longer hear clearly the angelic 

call, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favor rests!”      
 

We are called to fast so that we may feel more acutely the need for Christ in our life.  Saint John Kolovos, a fifth cen-

tury desert father, counsels as follows: “If a king wanted to take possession of his enemy’s city, he would begin by 

cutting off the water and the food and so his enemies, dying of hunger, would submit to him. It is the same with the 

passions of the flesh; if a man goes about fasting and hungry, the enemies of his soul grow weak.”  St. Paul reminds 

us that it is precisely in our weakest state that, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weak-

ness” (2 Cor. 12:9).   
 

   Unless we prepare ourselves through prayer, fasting and acts of compassion, we will never appreciate the majesty 

of God’s gift to us in the Person of His Son.  Unless we concentrate on the Person of Christ with attention, thought-

fulness and devotion, we will never understand the great mystery of His birth, so beautifully described by St. Ephra-

im the Syrian in this hymn of praise: “Come, let us wonder at the virgin most pure, wondrous in herself, unique in 

creation, she gave birth, yet knew no man; her pure soul with wonder was filled, daily her mind gave praise in joy at 

the twofold wonder: her virginity preserved, her child most dear. Blessed is He who shone forth from her!”     
     

My beloved, it is with sincerity of heart that I 

counsel you to make every effort to prepare 

yourself to receive our Lord with a spirit of hu-

mility, and through fasting and prayer revive 

your soul’s longing to embrace the Prince of 

Peace, the Savior of the world, so that all to-

gether we may sing with joyous voices on 

Christmas day, “Christ is born, give ye glory.  

Christ cometh from heaven, meet ye Him.  Christ 

is on earth, be ye exalted.  O all the earth, sing 

unto the Lord, and sing praises in gladness, O ye 

people, for He hath been glorified.” 
 

   May our Lord grant us a blessed and Merry 

Christmas, with good health, peace and love for 

all! 
 

Fr. George A. Alexson 

 

Weekly Liturgical Schedule for  

December 2017 

 

December 4              8:15 AM, Orthros.  9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
St. Barbara Great Martyr 

 

December 6              8:15 AM, Orthros.  9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
St. Nicholas 

 

December 12             8:15 AM, Orthros.  9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
St. Spyridon 

 

December 15             8:15 AM, Orthros.  9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
St. Eleutherios 

 

December 22             9:30 AM, Great Hours of Christmas 

 

December 25             8:45 AM, Orthros.  10:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 
Nativity of our Lord 

 

December 27           8:15 AM, Orthos.  9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 
St. Stephen Protomartyr 

http://biblehub.com/greek/1391.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2316.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1722.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/5310.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2532.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1909.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1093.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1515.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1722.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/444.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2107.htm


 

An Attitude of Gratitude 

 

      The Thanksgiving Holiday is the occasion each year that many of us take the time to think about what 

we are thankful for and to give gratitude to others. In my family, after thanking the Lord for the blessing of 

such a bountiful Thanksgiving table, one tradition is for each person to say out loud what they are thankful 

for. Sometimes it’s for the things they have, sometimes it’s for the people in their lives and sometimes it’s 

about certain feelings or memories they have. It’s a tradition that typically evokes warm feelings, and also 

brings a few smiles and a few tears. 

     As a part of the training I receive I’m often challenged to consider what I am truly grateful for, each and 

every day, not just once or twice a year. My coaches suggest that each day as I wake up or get ready for bed, 

I should write down 5 things that I am grateful for. They also say I should take regular Walks of Gratitude 

where I can reflect on all of the good things in my life. Full disclosure, I don’t do it as often as I should… and 

then, Thanksgiving Day comes again… 

     The great motivational speaker, Tony Robbins said, “Gratitude is the most spiritual and the most im-

portant emotion of all – it’s the antidote to the things that stop us – fear and anger. Fear is why we don’t 

take action and Anger is why we get stuck. You can’t be angry & grateful simultaneously. You can’t be fear-

ful and grateful simultaneously. Gratitude is really the reset button, the cleanser of the soul. When you are 

grateful, it is no longer about “me”. When giving thanks, “you” disappear. And when you disappear, I be-

lieve you reconnect with the Divine.” 

     During the transition from a grateful & Thanks-giving holiday to the exciting Christmas holiday “getting” 

season, being thankful for what we have, may give way to focusing on what we don’t have. It is with a grate-

ful heart that I suggest to you, as a member of the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church, we all have so 

much to be thankful for – in our personal lives, in the life of our humble church and in our relationship 

with God.  As we celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, I encourage each of us to look into our hearts 

and Out Loud, express to one another what we are grateful for. 

Wishing all a joyous and Blessed Christmas, 

 

Paul Orphanides 

Parish Council President 

paulo@novahometeam.com 
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Message from the Parish Council President  



Stewardship 
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My Fellow Parishioners 
 
I would like to start by saying Thank You for your tremendous generosity.  We have a wonderful community of stewards who 
selflessly give their time, talent and financial support in order for our church to exist and continue to grow. 
 
As we bring 2017 to a close, I ask all of you to revisit your 
pledge for this year and ensure it is fulfilled.  We have approx-
imately 20% of our pledged funds still due.  There are also 
several stewards who have yet to provide any payments to 
date for their 2017 pledge.  If you have any questions about 
your pledge for the year or need to make an adjustment, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
During this busy holiday season, please take a moment to con-
sider your pledge for 2018.  If you are not already a steward, 
please take a moment to fill out the pledge card in this news-
letter for next year.  You can submit it to me by email or in 
person at church, or to any of our church officers who will 
ensure I get it.  It is the stewardship and devoted support of 
our parishioners that allow our church not only to operate, 
but to plan and grow every year through the grace of God.   
 
Your Stewardship Committee is beginning to plan events for 
2018.  We look forward to more wonderful events enjoyed to-
gether as a church family.  More to follow very soon! 
 
I thank you for your generosity, support and faith. 

In God’s service, 
Ron Baldinger 
Stewardship Chair 
Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com
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Ellinomatheia Program                                         

We had a good and academically productive year in our 
church’s Ellinomatheia program 2016-2017. Of our stu-
dents we are proud to announce and share with all of our 
parishioners the wonderful news for Sofia Panagopoulos 
who passed level A1 and earned an A+!  Congratulations 
Sofia!  
 

The class took a summer break and we are back for the 

2017-2018 school year. On Sunday, 10/29/2017, the class 

participated in a ceremony with Sunday School at the Hel-

lenic Center honoring October 28th, OXI day and the 

Panagia, as well as the benefit of OXI day for the entire 

world! The students recited poems in front of dignitaries 

from Embassies and the office of the Archdiocese! Thank 

you students, parents and Ergini for your tireless efforts to 

support the Greek language, Orthodoxy and our church!  

The class meets once a week. For more, please refer to the 

church’s website and contact Athanasia. 

 

Athanasia Dacey 
sdacey@comcast.net 

 

Athanasia Dacey, Sofia Panagopoulos and Athena Lansdell 

Athena (top) and Sofia (bottom) on OXI DAY! 

Ergini Martnishn during the closing remarks on OXI DAY! 

Bishop Sevastianos on OXI DAY! 
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Sunday School                                         

1) On Sunday 29 October, our Sunday school and 
Ellenomatheia program were invited by Hellenic 
Center in Bethesda MD to participate in the cele-
bration of the Holy Protection Feast and OXI 
DAY. A big THANK YOU to Athena Lansdell and So-
fia Panagopoulos who did a fantastic job with their 
presentations in front of a large audience; His Grace, 
Bishop Sevastianos (who was representing our Arch-
bishop Demetrios at the event) blessed and congratu-
lated our children.  Athena and Sophia received Ku-
dos from the Greek and Cypriot Embassies dignitaries 
who were present. A huge thank you also goes to our 
Athanasia Dacey who prepared our students for this 
important celebration and to the Lansdell and 
Panagopoulos families that drove all the way to Mary-
land. 
 
Please let Ergini Martnishn know if you would like for 
your children and grandchildren to participate in up-
coming events dedicated to Orthodoxy and Hellenism 
that will take place in DC Metropolitan area during 
the Academic year 2017-2018. 
   
2) Biblical Greek for all ages: If you are interested to 
learn Greek on the basis of our New Testament and 
Jesus’ parables and information of our Biblical Greek 
classes, please contact Ergini Martnishn at 703-652-
4426. 
 
Ergini Martnishn  
ergini@aol.com 

 

Sunday School 

Sunday School 

OXI DAY 
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 GOYA                                          
GOYA wishes you all a very Merry Christmas! 

We give thanks to our Lord for everything He has bestowed on us! 

We are grateful for our youth and their continued commitment to 

their church and its community. We pray that they keep their eyes 

always on the Cross and remain strong despite all negative influ-

ences in our society.  

Thank you to all GOYA Parents and our wonderful parishioners who 

contributed to the Baby Bottle Fundraiser in October. With your 

generosity, GOYA collected $464.77. All the proceeds will be donat-

ed to the church Building Fund.  

On October 22, Commander Nicolas Montalvanos spoke to the 

GOYAns about his career in the United States Navy as a helicopter 

pilot. Mr. Montalvanos stressed the importance of integrity. He 

advised the GOYAns to consistently put a hundred percent effort in 

everything they do and leave the rest to our Lord. HE will surely take 

care of us!  

We thank Mr. Montalvanos for taking time to speak to our GOYAns 

and welcome any of our parishioners who would like to speak to our 

GOYAns to contact us about becoming a guest speaker at one of the 

meetings this year. 

The GOYAns started working on Icon Making project in November 

and will start their Christmas Icon Sale throughout December. The 

GOYAns will also learn “How to Make a Prayer Rope” under the GOYAns with guest speaker Mr. Nicolas Montalvanos  

leadership of Christina Kendrat and discuss the importance of the 

Jesus Prayer.  

May our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and your family with good 
health and peace of mind and may the Panagia protect us all and 
light up our youth’s path always.  
 

With much love and gratitude,  

Sofia Kouiroukidis  kkouirouk@gmail.com  

& Jamie Montalvanos, nickjamman@hotmail.com  

GOYA Advisors 

mailto:kkouirouk@gmail.com,
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 Happy Fall, Hope & Joy 
families! 
 

We were pleased to kick 
off our 2017-2018 season 
with a meeting at the 
church in Septem-
ber. Over 20 children 
attended the meeting and 
learned about the central-
ity of the cross in our lives 

from our very special guest, Father George. They also did a 
cross craft and listened to the story "You Are Special" by Max 
Lucado, which teaches that everyone is special in God's eyes. 
 

Then, at our October meeting, we did activities centered 
around the parable of the lost sheep, told to us by Father 
George: the children made a lamb craft, and played a hide-and
-seek game. We also read "The Crippled Lamb", another book 
by Max Lucado, which is an inspiring story that has encour-
aged thousands of children who have felt left out or who have 
special needs. 
 

Also at our October meeting, we accepted donations on behalf 
of one of the Philoptocos charitable efforts: the Loudoun Hun-
ger Relief Thanksgiving Bag Drive. A big thank-you to all those 
who contributed! 
 

It is not too late to sign your children up for Hope & Joy! 
Please see the registration form on the website or in the 
church lobby. Completed forms can be emailed back to either 
Ashley (ashleydjoiner@gmail.com) or 
Ava (avamwalter@gmail.com), or brought to church and given 
directly to either director. 
 

Read on to learn about our winter and spring plans. We enjoy 
very much teaching your children, and we hope they are hav-
ing fun, learning about the faith, and making new friends. And 
we hope you'll continue to support this junior youth group 
ministry! 
 

Sincerely, 
Ava and Ashley 
 

Ashley Joiner (ashleydjoiner@gmail.com)  

& Ava Walter (avamwalter@gmail.com)  

Hope and Joy Co-Directors 

Hope and Joy 

What's Ahead in November & December: 
On Saturday, November 11th at 1:30pm we visited Tall Oaks Assisted Living Home, which the children have visited before many times to bring cheer to the resi-
dents there. We handed out tokens of appreciation to the veterans, sang the national anthem, and enjoyed fellowship with the residents. 
At our November meeting on Friday, November 17th from 6:00pm to 7:15pm at the church, we created Christmas cards to share with our parish's YiaYia's and 
Papou's via the PAREA ministry. This is an annual tradition that the children (and of course the Yia Yia's and Papou's) enjoy very much! 
Our December meeting will take place at the church on Friday, December 1st from 6:00pm to 7:15pm. Our specific agenda is TBD. Also TBD is a visit in Decem-
ber to the Loudoun County Youth Shelter, which the children have visited before many times to share fellowship with the residents. 
Furthermore, across December, the Hope & Joy ministry will provide refreshments for the post-liturgy coffee hour. 
Some of the Things You Can Look Forward to in 2018... 
During the Easter season, Hope & Joy will create Easter cards to contribute to the Sunday School's effort to outreach and minister to prisoners with Easter mes-
sages and blessings. And we'll participate as a ministry in the church's Salutations services on March 9th, 2018. Come April, we will contribute to another of the 
Philoptocos charitable efforts: the Loudoun Hunger Relief Cereal Drive. Also in April our ministry will provide refreshments for the post-liturgy coffee hour. 

 Making a special cross craft  

Learning from Fr. George about the centrality of the cross  

Hearing the parable of the lost sheep 

mailto:ashleydjoiner@gmail.com
mailto:avamwalter@gmail.com
mailto:ashleydjoiner@gmail.com
mailto:avamwalter@gmail.com
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Philoptochos season.  I wish you all a blessed Christmas and a 
happy, healthy new year. 

 

Alexis Cleveland 
apcphiloptochos@gmail.com 

We are so blessed to have been able to lend a 
helping hand to those far away in need of assis-
tance and to our own Loudoun community. 

We collected over $350 to help with hurricane re-
lief.  We delivered Thanksgiving Bags to Loudoun 
Hunger Relief so families could have Thanksgiving 
dinner.  We volunteered at Women Giving Back 
which helps women and children in crisis. 

We send a special thank you to everyone who 
came out to help us put pitas together.  Our suc-
cess is because of you! 

Once again we are selling vasilopitas and tsou-
rekia for Christmas and New Year’s.  Place your 
order!  Take a look at the bookstore for that spe-
cial gift.  We may just have what you are looking 
for. 

Safe travels to everyone taking trips this holiday  
Women Giving Back/November 12, 2017  

mailto:apcphiloptochos@gmail.com
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PAREA 

Happy 6th Anniversary to our PAREA! 
 
I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to all of 
our PAREA participants!  By the grace of our Lord we have 
been gathering around PAREA’s table for 6 years, enjoying 
fellowship and friendship as we celebrate birthdays, 
namedays and other important events of our lives. Kristi-
na Ayoub has been our PAREA’s vice chair for many years 
and I would like to especially thank her for her devotion 
and joyfulness!  Our PAREA will again this year be offer-
ing platters with sweet treats to the elders of our church 
during the month of December as a token of love and ap-
preciation.  Hope and Joy worked hard to prepare the 
Christmas cards that will accompany the platters.  The 
GOYAns along with the expert PAREA bakers, will pro-
vide the treats and everything else that is needed.  Thank 
you in advance to all the bakers for their time and talent 
in preparing the special treats!   
 

This December we are celebrating our 6th Anniversary 
with a fasting luncheon graciously offered by Mrs. Artemis 
(Diana) Skordalakes at her residence on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 5th, at 11:30am!  Please call or email Marina to RSVP.  
(703-349-1842) blairmarina@gmail.com.   
 

On the next page, please find a few comments from some 
of our members as we celebrate our 6th Anniversary! 
 

From all of us here at PAREA, we wish all our parishioners 
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!  Καλά 
Χριστούγεννα και Ευτυχισμένος ο Καινούργιος Χρόνος! 
 

Marina Blair 
PAREA Chair 
blairmarina@gmail.com 

Parea’s October gathering at Delia’s Pizzeria and Grille 

mailto:blairmarina@gmail.com
mailto:blairmarina@gmail.com
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PAREA 

                     As Elizabeth Barret Browning wrote.."  

              ..let me count the ways.." 

  In my heart, Parea is the joy of this church.  During our        
happiest days as newcomers to this community, and all 
through the most sorrow filled hours as a widow.. 

Marinas' warm embrace both personal and through 
Parea..carried the day. My family and I will be forever grateful 
to Parea for welcoming us as a couple, and now, as a devoted 
friend and member. 

I know that men and women, young and old alike, look for-
ward, as I do, every month, to share a meal. Some laughter   
and love in  the "company of friends".    

            Thank you and Happy  6th anniversary, Parea! 

                  - Cookie Freire  

 

 
      an appropriate name for our great      
gathering. We look so forward to at-
tending the first Tuesday of every 
month. We have met a wonderful group 
of people and they have become close 
friends.  In our busy lives it is a comfort 
to have this opportunity to connect with 
other Greek Orthodox Chris-
tians.  Thank you Marina for bringing us 
all together! 

- Fani Tsiamis, Eleni Tsiamis,             
Mercina Karagiorgis  

Parea is definitely such                  

     PAREA to me, is always leaving the 

luncheon with a smile!  I love sitting 

next to someone new or someone I 

don’ know as well and getting to know 

them better.  We come together to 

celebrate birthdays, name days and 

other special events of our lives which 

brings us together as a family.  PAREA 

congrats on your 6th anniversary!! 

                       -Kristina Ayoub 

   To me, Parea is a          
great gathering of 
parishoners where we 
get together and grow in 
our friendships and in 
our faith. I am happy 
that I am a part of this 
special group. 

         -Denise Lansdell  

 

to participate in the PAREA gatherings 

when able to do so.  They always come  

 

          "My parents, Christina and       

- Marianne Koukli on  

behalf of her parents  

          Ioannis Kouklis, have been thrilled to          

participate in the PAREA gatherings when   

able to do so.  They always come 

back regenerated and ready to go    

again!  They emphasize they can feel the 

warmth, love and respect pouring into their 

hearts every single time they've been there… 

not only from the other guests, but mostly 

from the PAREA organizers who make this 

monthly gathering such a special and sought 

after event!  They see those gatherings as an 

excellent opportunity to socialize with                

their friends from church in an outside                      

setting and they love it!  

         "As Marina so graciously taught                  
us, in the Greek culture PAREA is a         
group of friends who regularly gather 
together to share their experiences about 
life.  Tom and I consider ourselves to be 
most fortunate to have been included in 
this wonderful happy gathering of folks 
from the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox 
Church.  From the very youngest to the 
oldest attendees, we were welcomed with 
open arms and loving "Greek" 
hearts.  We will always be grateful for the 
gift of being included in this very special 
gathering of friends." 

  I have joined Parea some times &                  

every time it's a real pleasure to get       

together with other parishioners; to       

discuss with them while having lunch. It is 

always a refreshing intermission in the 

day. From my experience, Parea meetings 

take place in a warm "family atmosphere", 

where every single attendee feels welcomed,                  

respected & honored.  
 

- Elina Dimitropoulos  

- Betsy and Tom Stegbauer  

PAREA for us is a wonderful gath-

ering of like minded people that 

share the same values, ideals and 

faith in God. We enjoy getting to 

meet new people, making new 

friends, talking and sharing life 

moments with others...and of 

course food is always better by    

God's grace :-)  

- Dana and Tim Polich  

- Spiros Anthony 

  Who needs 
other friends 
when you have 
"PAREA".!!! 

“Friendship with 

food and good 

conversation!”  

- Kristine Lorentz 

and family  

- Helen Hadjimichael  

PAREA is an amazing group               

of people brought together      

through love of our beautiful       

Greek Orthodox Church.  We      

support each other and enjoy      

fellowship.  PAREA is like                      

family to me!  

        I LOVE PAREA because          
it is nice to see all my friends 
from church.  I am thankful to 
Marina for organizing the lunch-
eons.  Elpida and Alexia always 
make sure that I will attend 
PAREA.  Congratulations to 
PAREA on its 6th anniversary! 

- Helen Kyriazis  
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*Thank you to Asha Ioanou for donating a used walker and wheel chair to the church* 

 

Donations to our Beloved Parish by the following Families ~ 2017 
 

                                                                
 

          Dedicated in Memory of               The Lough Family donated              Nick Grivas           The Icon of Holy Apostles 

            My Beloved Husband                   the Icon of Holy Apostles   Our Protopsaltis      in the Narthex donated by 

                 Peter J. Stratis                 in Memory of their Beloved Parents                                          Athanasia Dacey & 

            By Mrs Moska Stratis                  Bishara & Lorrete Lough                                           Sofia Kouiroukidis 

      +12 Altar Boys Robes (2015) 

 

                                                                                                                                             

                                                      

     Ergini & Steve Batistatou-Martinshn                                         By Irene & Dwaine Thomas    Dedicated in Memory of 

        + The 2 Standing Vigil Lamps            Altar Fund       + The Bishop’s Throne (2016)      My Beloved Husband 

            in front of the Iconostasion                                              Stanley D. Maoury M.D                                                    

                                                                            By Angelike Maoury                                                                     

1. Blue Chalice Covers donated by Helen Jougras 

2.  Chalice Covers (Gold & White) donated by Deacon Harry Chelpon    

3. The Gospel Cover (Gold & White) donated by Nicholas & Elizabeth Spyros 

4.  The Censer (Katsion) donated in memory of Mrs Sophia Kangelaris 

5.  The Long Silver Censer donated by Dimitri & Cheryl Alexson                   

6.  The Carpet in the Narthex donated by GOYA / Parea & Sunday School 

7.  The Door Mat (on the front) donated by GOYA / Parea & Sunday School 

8. The beautiful flowers on the front of our Church donated by Galina Repin 

9. Many silk Flowers for all the flower arrangements ~ Altar fund 
 

1.  Gold Skirt for the Altar Table ~ Altar Fund 

2.  Purple Cover (During Holy Lent) donated by the Ladies of the Philoptochos                         

3. Red Cover (Easter) donated in Memory of Dr. George Kleris  

4.  Blue Cover (August) donated in Memory of Panos Siatis & Martin “Constantine” Gardner   

5.  Gold Cover (Christmas) donated by Paul & Lisa Orphanides 

6. Chalice for Holy Communion was donated by Paul & Lisa Orphanides 

7. Two Standing Vigil Lamps in the Narthex donated by Nick & Carol Zangos (2015) 
 

Thank you so much to all of you & God Bless you! 
 

                                     Proistamenos               Parish Council President            Epitaphio Chairman   

                          Rev. Fr. George Alexson               Paul Orphanides                     Mariana Korulaki 
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Do you shop at Amazon.com? 

If so, you can help our Church receive 

donations, just by shopping! Amazon Smile 

will donate 0.5% of orders to a selected 

charity.  
The Fundraising Committee has added our Church as one of the 

available charities on Amazon Smile.  

 

 

Step 1: To get started, go to our website www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org  and click on the Go to 

smile.amazon.com button on our website to select our Church or go to this link directly:  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-5712523 

Step 2: Sign in using your Amazon credentials 

Step 3: Click on the Yes, change my charity button 

 

 

 

 

 

You will now see, as shown below, that you have selected our Church as your charity.  

 

You will receive a confirmation email that you have selected our Church.  

Important: Always remember when you shop at Amazon to go use the https://smile.amazon.com link and 

confirm that the charity you are supporting is our Church.  
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 The Future Planning Committee is diligently working with the Finance Committee and the Stewardship Committee to find a 
premier location for our church that we can afford.  We are thrilled that we are working with our steward, Andrew Kaffes, in grow-
ing our Building Fund.  As of November 5, we have over $470,000 in our Building Fund and additional money pledged but not col-
lected. The role of our stewardship and external fundraising activities are also critical in securing a prime piece of property for our 
church. 

  

We have retained a new real estate agent, Pete Ebert who, along with his business partner, is well connected in the northern Vir-
ginia area.  As of the writing of this update, we submitted a letter of intent (LOI) on a piece of property located in northern Ash-
burn, near route 7 by Whole Foods. This piece of property is part of a larger parcel held by a major national land developer.  The 
attractive features of this property include its location, lack of proffers, and the fact that is has already been preliminarily graded 
which significantly reduces our development cost.  This property will be discussed at our December 3 Parish General Assembly 
meeting.  There are also other properties in southern Ashburn, off of route 50, that are available and may be within our price 
range, but they are not as attractive as the property for which we submitted an LOI. 

  

While our Building Fund has grown and continues to grow, we need to focus on our operating revenue.  Our average stewardship 
donation per steward has increased significantly, and we are grateful to all our stewards who are supporting our church.  While 
this is wonderful news, we still need to increase the number of stewards who support our church and engage in external fundrais-
ing activities to increase our operating revenue so we may secure the necessary financing to purchase the property of our future 
home.  Everyone's time and treasure is critical to our success in finding a permanent home for Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox 
Church.   

  

Your support is greatly appreciated and we pray you continue to support our church.  If you not been able to support us or had to 
decrease your support, we hope that you support us to the best you can.  Everyone is requested to support our church through 
both donations and volunteering for our fundraising events. 

  

Our FUTURE is determined by our FAITH and working together to build a church FOR ALL. 

  

Blessings, 
Nick Spyros 
Chair of the Future Planning Committee 
nlspyros@yahoo.com 

Future Planning Committee 

mailto:nlspyros@yahoo.com
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Rev. Father George Alexson  703-314-6421 (cell) frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com
Deacon        Deacon Harry Chelpon

Office Manager Lia Economou 703-421-3812 liaecon@comcast.net
Protopsalti Nick Grivas papounico3@aim.com

President Paul Orphanides paulo@novahometeam.com

Vice President Greg Joiner gregjoiner@gmail.com

Secretary Nick Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com

Treasurer Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net

Vice Treasurer George Mokhiber geodebmok@comcast.net 

Additional Members

Greg Cherpes gcherpes@yahoo.com Tom Skuce tskuce@powerconseps.com

Kathy Kendrat kmkendrat@aol.com Irene Thomas irene.thomas1@verizon.net

Niki Lelis  nlelis@gmail.com Nick Zangos achsah1@cox.net

Ellinomatheia Program Atnanasia Dacey sdacey@comcast.net

Greek School Vasilia Ravaris vasilia@live.com

Sunday School Ergini Martnishn ergini@aol.com

AHEPA Μόλον Λαβέ Chapter 542 Pete Magaros info@ahepa542.org

Altar Boys Sub-Deacon Michael Sivy hawmih1108@gmail.com

Altar Fund Fr. George Alexson frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com

Church Choir Elpida Skuce archelles@yahoo.com

Mariana Korulaki k.mariana@hotmail.com

Presvytera Joanna frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com

Festival Committee Greg Cherpes gcherpes@yahoo.com

Future Planning Committee Nick Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com

Kristina Ayoub ktsiakos@yahoo.com

Asha Ioanou nicholas.asha@gmail.com

Jamie Mantalvanos nickjamman@hotmail.com

Sofia Kouiroukidis KKouirouk@gmail.com

GOYA Boys’ Basketball Team Dimitrios Stratakos dimitristratakos@verizon.net

Greek Dance Troupe Maria Plevrakis maroudi@hotmail.com 

Ashley Joiner ashleydjoiner@gmail.com

Ava Walter avamwalter@gmail.com

Orthodox Book Club Sofia Kouiroukidis KKouirouk@gmail.com

Marina Blair blairmarina@gmail.com

Kristina Ayoub ktsiakos@yahoo.com

Philoptochos Alexis Cleveland apcphiloptochos@gmail.com

Prosfora Effie Koutsourais emkouts1@aol.com

Stewardship Committee Ron Baldinger ron.baldinger@gmail.com

Vacation Church Camp Denise Lansdell deniseinvirginia@gmail.com

Asha Ioanou nicholas.asha@gmail.com

Webmaster Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net

PAREA

MINISTRIES, COMMITTEES, AND ASSOCIATIONS

SCHOOLS

GOYA

HOPE and JOY

CLERGY

PARISH COUNCIL 

STAFF

Epitaphio/Flowers Committee

Gala Committee

mailto:gregjoiner@gmail.com
mailto:porphanides@myselectproperties.com
http://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/

