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The bi-monthly newsletter of the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church 

Beloved Parishioners and friends, 

I write this message on the third day of our New 

Year.  Let us all pray that this year, 2019, will be 

the beginning of a new journey for our parish.  

Holy Apostles was formally endorsed by His Emi-

nence, Metropolitan Evangelos, on September 22, 

2006.  We now stand on the threshold of our thir-

teenth year, a significant number: our Lord and 

His twelve Apostles.  At no other time in the his-

tory of our parish have we faced such an urgent 

decision, that demands our careful study and at-

tention.  By now, you have received several mes-

sages regarding the purchase of land for a perma-

nent home for our community.  Allow me to draw 

on some familiar idioms to make my point.  First, 

we can no longer “kick the can down the road.”  

To push this decision farther along  will prove 

both irresponsible and inconsiderate.  I sincerely 

doubt that we shall ever have another incredible 

opportunity, such as that which presents itself.  

Second, all the members of our parish, who love 

and cherish what we have accomplished to date, 

must take the “high road,” and do what is both 

noble and right for the future of our community.  

Finally, we have arrived at that point where “the 

rubber meets the road.”  The challenge facing us is 

both immediate and necessary.  There is no time 

left for quarreling about the past.  If we truly be-

lieve, as I do, that our Lord Himself is guiding us, 

and by His grace has brought us this far, why can 

we not set aside past grievances, and stand  

together to make our dream an authentic reali-

ty.  As our Lord warns us, “Every kingdom di-

vided against itself is brought to desolation, 

and every city or house divided against itself 

will not stand” (Matt. 12:25). 

I have been told by several of our founders, that 

His Eminence warned when we first entered 

our present facility, “not to get too comfortable 

in it.”  Unfortunately, his wise advice went un-

heeded and, I fear, for too long too many of our 

members have been satisfied with our conven-

ient “store-front church,” as His Eminence has 

been wont to call it.  To remain where we are, 

and at the same time expect to grow and flour-

ish, marks the height of a grave blindness that 

refuses to anticipate the future.  Or, rather, 

failure to purchase this property will be deny-

ing ourselves the future that we and our chil-

dren deserve.   

I began my service to this wonderful parish on  

Sunday, January 2, 2011.  From the very begin-

ning, I have worked with our Parish Councils 

and parishioners for this very purpose: a church 

and community center that will make our Or-

thodox presence a dynamic reality in Loudoun 

County. 

“If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 

8:31).  God will be for us if we act for Him, for 

His glory, for His will and purpose.  I summon 

all of you, parishioners and friends alike, to 

work  together for the completion of this goal.  

I implore you, let us not fail the Lord our our-

selves.  Rather, let us, “Trust in the Lord with 

all your heart, and do not lean on your own 

understanding. In all your ways acknowledge 

him, and he will make straight your 

paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

 

May His peace, love and grace sustain and 

guide us always!  Amen! 

 

Fr. George A. Alexson  
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 $1.3M in about 6 months -- we still need to raise an additional 

$900,000 to buy the land outright. This will enable us to keep all 7.5 

acres intact and build our permanent home on our timeline, break-

ing ground as soon as this year. 

 

To learn more and to take part in this journey by contributing your 

time, talent, and treasure, please don't hesitate to reach out to me or 

any member of Parish Council. 

 

Wishing a blessed 2019 for each of us and our Holy Apostles parish, 

 

Greg Joiner 

Parish Council President, gregjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Weekday Liturgical Schedule for Feb and Mar, 2019 

 

Saturday, Feb. 2       Meeting of our Lord in the Temple 

                                   Orthros, 8:15 AM.  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 

 

Saturday, Mar. 2       Saturday of Souls 

                                    Orthros, 8:15 AM.  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 

 

Saturday, Mar. 9       Saturday of Souls 

                                    Orthros, 8:15 AM.  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 

 

Monday, Mar. 11        Clean Monday: The beginning of Great Lent  

                                    (Kathara Deutera) 

                                     Great Compline, 6:00 PM 

 

Friday, Mar. 15           1st Salutations to the Virgin Mary, 7:00 PM 

 

Saturday, Mar. 16      Saturday of Souls 

                                    Orthros, 8:15 AM.  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 

 

Monday, Mar. 18        Great Compline, 6:00 PM 

 

Friday, Mar. 22          2nd Salutations to the Virgin Mary, 7:00 PM 

 

Sunday, Mar. 24        Great Vespers for the Annunciation, 6:00 PM 

 

Monday, Mar. 25       The Annunciation of the Theotokos 

                                    Orthros, 8:15 AM.  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
 

Friday, Mar. 29            3rd Salutations to the Virgin Mary, 7:00 PM 
 

Message from the Parish Council President  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 
I hope everyone had a beautiful and blessed Christmas! 
 
Holy Apostles' ministries undertook a variety of activities to celebrate 
this most holy day. Here's just a sampling of these activities: 

- The Sunday School and the Greek School put on an entertaining, 
yet spiritual Christmas program. 

- PAREA gave the parish's Yia Yias and Papous Christmas gifts that 
included homemade cards by Hope & Joy's children. 

- Philoptochos lovingly prepared tiropita and spanakopita platters 
for holiday tables, and made icons, jewelry, and other meaningful 
items available for purchase as Christmas gifts. 

- AHEPA coordinated a Toys for Tots drive and hosted a Christmas 
luncheon. 

 
I know I speak for everyone in the parish when I express my sincerest 
appreciation for all our many ministries do, especially at such special 
times like Christmas. Remember that it's never too late to join a minis-
try, and in fact the beginning of a new year is a terrific time to join as 
ministries kick off new programs and initiatives. 
 
As we look ahead in the calendar, we're thrilled for Holy Apostles' 
"Taste of Greece", February 15, 16, and 17. TOG features delicious Greek 
food, dancing from our parish's Greek dance troupe, exciting raffles, 
and so much more! TOG is fun and a terrific showcase for Holy Apos-
tles and the Orthodox faith, and it's also a very important fundraiser: 
more event information -- including how you can volunteer, buy/sell 
ads, and/or purchase raffle tickets -- is coming soon and I hope every-
one can find a way to participate! 
 
We also look forward to taking the next step in our journey toward 
establishing a permanent home for Holy Apostles in Loudoun County. 
Shortly before Christmas, we formally went under contract for the 
purchase of the 7.5 acres of land off Claiborne Parkway that we dis-
cussed across 2018. This contract represents a major milestone in our 
church and I’d like to thank everyone who made it happen. 
 
With the execution of the contract, our 90-day study period began. 
During this time, we will carefully examine the property to ensure that 
it is right for our parish. This includes geotechnical studies of the land, 
as well as meetings with the county, banks, and architects. It also in-
cludes the development of initial renderings of our future church. 
Throughout this study period, we will send out weekly email updates 
and speak after liturgy most Sundays.  
 
We will present the results of the 90-day study at a special general 
assembly (GA) on March 10. During that GA, we will vote as a parish 
on whether to proceed with the purchase. 
 
While we’ve come a long way -- doubling our Building Fund to over  
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My Fellow Parishioners 

Hello and Happy New Year!  We hope you had an enjoyable 
Christmas and that you emerge from the holidays refreshed and 
ready to embrace 2019.  Of course, with the new year comes the 
opportunity to make your 2019 stewardship pledge.  This is going 
to be a historic year for Holy Apostles church as we proceed for-
ward with our pursuit of a new, permanent home.  There’s only 
one way this dream is going to come true, and that’s through 
your continued generosity and support.  Your stewardship pays 
the majority of our church’s every day bills, salaries and expens-
es.   It is important to note as well that parishioners with a 
pledge and current payment enjoy being members in good 
standing, with voting rights at events such as General Assemblies 
and Parish Council elections.   
 

  In Hebrews 11:1 it says “Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  Now more than ever 
we need to lean on our faith to achieve the things that we hope 
for our church and our new church home.  We need our faith to 
guide us in our stewardship commitment to help secure our fu-
ture home. 
 

  Your Stewardship Committee is beginning to plan events for 
2019.  We look forward to more wonderful events together as a 
church family.  More to follow very soon! 
 

I thank you for your generosity, support and faith. 
 
In God’s service 
Ron and Mina Baldinger 
Stewardship Committee Chairs 
Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com 

Stewardship 

 

 

Pledge List as of January 6, 2019.  

Alexson Dimitri and Cheryl 

Alexson Rev. Father George and Presvytera Joanna 

Baldinger Ronald and Mina 

Dimitropoulos George and Eleni 

Fotopoulos Vasilios and Joan 

Kayafas Pete and Constance 

Lelis Nikoleta 

Malachias Zachary and Paula 

Mokhiber George and Debra 

Orphanides Paul and Lisa 

Pullman Keith 

Rallis Rebecca 

Vlachopoulos Vasileios and Jenny 

If you do not see your name on this list and are a stew-

ardship contributor, please fill out the pledge card in 

this newsletter or contact the Stewardship Chair, Ron 

Baldinger: ron.baldinger@gmail.com.  

mailto:Ron.Baldinger@gmail.com
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Greek School Program 

In addition to our weekly two hour ses-

sion, every Wednesday, during which we 

offer classes for K to 10th grades, we offer        

the Ellinomatheia program, every Sunday 

at 2:00Pm.  

In January we also started two new classes:  

Learning Greek with Theater  

(various ages) 

Every other Sunday (2:00 – 3:45PM) 

The objective is to simply learn the lan-

guage with a communicative approach.   

Students learn by action. With the help of 

the teachers the students will work on a 

theater project which will be presented to 

the public at the end of the school year. 

 

Greek Language Workshops 

Express Greek** 

Weekend Workshops throughout the year 
for adults and high schoolers. (Each work 
shop lasts 3-5 hours and includes variety of 
authentic materials**. The focus is on the 
composition of phrases and conversation –
Students may choose to attend as many 
workshops as they wish) Minimum partic-
ipation 5 students per workshop.  
**Dates/time to be arranged between 
teachers and interested students. 
 

For Further details please contact:                                                  

- Ergini Martnishn: (All programs)  

 ergini@aol.com, 703-6524426 

JOIN OUR OUTSTANDING GREEK LANGUAGE PROGRAM for a great learning 

experience!  

ON OXI DAY, Our HOLY APOSTLES GREEK 

and SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS in         re-

sponse to an invitation of the HELLENIC CEN-

TER in Bethesda MD. Participated in the cele-

bration. In above picture, our Greek School stu-

dent, Antonis Pardos is presenting a poem next 

to Honorable Ambassador of Greece, Mr. Theo-

charis Lalacos (right) and Hellenic Center Presi-

dent, Mr. John Costalas. Our students received 

extended kudos and congratulations by the au-

dience.  

(October 28, 2018) 

mailto:ergini@aol.com
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The winter has already been busy for our 
GOYA!  In December the GOYAns beauti-
fully decorated the church hall for Christ-
mas complete with a Giving Tree for Inova 
Mobile Hope Unit. The GOYAns created 
“ornaments” with gift requests for hats, 
gloves and scarves for children of various 
ages.  We thank our parishioners who do-
nated items and Philoptochos for deliver-
ing them to Inova Mobile Hope Unit. 

The GOYAns also had a discussion on De-
cember 15th with recent GOYA alumnae 
about their college experience and lessons 
learned.  We thank our alums Michael 
Pollatos, Lizzie Emch, and Angelo Dacey 
for attending.  They each had valuable 
perspectives and recommendations for 
our teenagers. We especially enjoyed re-
connecting with them. 

The GOYAns also enjoyed a New Year Cel-
ebration Party on January 26th at the 
Economou’s home. It was a great way to 
bring in 2019 together. Father George cut 
the vasilopita and GOYA as a whole got 
the lucky coin! Thanks to Father George 
and all the GOYAns who attended.  

We wish our teens and their families all 
the best in the New Year!  

 

In God’s service, 

Lia Economou 

GOYA Advisor 

liaecon@comcast.net 

GOYA                                          
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Hope and Joy 

Dear Hope & Joy families:  
 
I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas! 
 
Before the holiday, Hope & Joy held two meetings at 
church: 
 
In November, we created Christmas cards to distrib-
ute to our parish's Yia Yias and Papous via PAREA. 
Christmas music played while the children hand-
made dozens of sweet and festive cards. This is a 
memorable annual tradition that the children enjoy 
taking part in! 
 
In December, we made a craft to take home and 
share with our families -- one that reminds us of the 
true meaning of Christmas. Using everyday materi-
als (paper plate, construction paper, tissue paper, 
and yarn) each child made a Baby Jesus sleeping in 
His manger. The craft is designed to hang in a win-
dow -- this way, the night sky is part of the scene, 
just as it was in Bethlehem on the night of Jesus's 
birth. 
 
Fr. George attended both the November and De-
cember meetings. Thank you, Fr. George, for spend-
ing this special time with our children! 
 
Also, in December, Hope & Joy took its turn hosting 
the post-liturgy coffee hour. Thank you to the fami-
lies in our ministry who contributed goodies and/or 
helped with cleanup. 
  
Hope & Joy families participated in the Special 
Olympics VA's Volunteer2Cheer program on Janu-
ary 5th at Catoctin Elementary School in 
Leesburg.  We cheered on some extraordinary     
athletes competing in the 2019 Basketball Invitation-
al Tournament.  We look forward to our regular 
meetings coming up at church: February 4th, May 
6th, and June 3rd.  
 
In Him, 
Ashley Joiner 
Director, Hope & Joy  
ashleydjoiner@gmail.com 
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Philoptochos 

We thank you for your ongoing support of our 
Philoptochos chapter. 

The holidays are a busy time of year and during 
this season of giving, your generosity to help others 
was overwhelming. 

We volunteered our time at Women Giving Back 
and also brought over 50 bags of food snack packs 
to give out to children who need something to eat 
on weekends. 

We adopted a Loudoun Abused Women’s Shelter 
family for Christmas by granting their wishes to 
help them have a happy holiday. 

We co-sponsored a clothing drive with GOYA for 
Mobile Hope.  We collected and delivered hats, 
scarves and gloves for many, many children and 
young adults. 

Our Christmas vasilopita and tsoureki sale was a 
success once again.  We look forward to hopefully 
offering tsourekia for Easter in the spring. 

I’d like to bring your attention to our bookstore.  
We have so many items available for you or for 
gifts…books, crosses, jewelry and icons.  Stop by 
and take a look.  It’s a great place to shop! 

Again, we thank you for helping us with our com-
munity outreach.  The best way to learn about us is 
to join us!  Come to a meeting.  We look forward to 
seeing you. 

 

With my deepest gratitude,                                            
Alexis Cleveland 

apcphiloptochos@gmail.com  

 

On Saturday, January 12th Philoptochos celebrated the new 
year with a Membership Tea.  It was lovely gathering for all 
to enjoy friendship, fellowship and delicious food while pro-
moting the gift of philanthropy.  We were honored to have 
Father George and Presvytera Joanna and our Metropolis 
liaison Maria Boyer in attendance. 
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Parishioner Testimonial given by Athena Lansdell 

My name is Athena Lansdell and I am a 10th grader at Stone Bridge High School 
and one of this year's GOYA Secretaries. I am very excited to learn that our church 
has interests to expand our current church and I've been privileged to express my 
ideas about our new building.  

For me, church is a stress reliever after a long week and a time for me to get closer 
to God and sing in the church choir. Choir is very important so in our new build-
ing I hope we can have a better place to sing and praise God. I also hope we can 
have a defined upstairs for Sunday School so we can teach the youth more about 
Christ, and a nice coffee hour area for gathering after Liturgy. 

 The community here is amazing and supportive. I hope everyone can work to 
eventually make this possible for future generations. It will take a lot of hard 
work, some tough decisions, patience, and prayer, but nothing is impossible with 
God. 
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PAREA through the years!" Happy 8th anniversary!   

All the best for the new year!  
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Meet Dr. Nadim Hawa 

MD, MS, FACOG, FACS 

Dr. Hawa earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree in Neuroscience (1999, 2001) at the Amer-
ican University of Beirut. He later received his medical training at the University of Balamand 
in Lebanon (2005). He moved to the USA in 2006 and joined the obstetrics and gynecology res-
idency program at The George Washington University Hospital (2010). He later pursued a fel-
lowship in advanced laparoscopic and robotic surgery through the American Association of 
Gynecologic Laparoscopists (AAGL) at GWUH (2011). He is board certified and is a Fellow of 
the American Academy of Obstetrics and Gynecology and the American College of Surgeons. 

He enjoys the minimally invasive approaches to major surgeries with same day procedures 
and fast recoveries moving away from traditional open surgeries. He is fluent in English, 
French, Arabic, and medical Spanish. 

Capital Women’s Care Ashburn, we provide ex-
ceptional care for every season of your life. 

We are one of 55 Capital Women’s Care locations. 
CWC is the largest and most successful OBGYN 
practice in the mid-Atlantic region. Here at Capital 
Women’s Care Ashburn, we strive to give you the 
care you desire, regardless of your needs, and 
always provide a place where you can feel under-
stood and prioritized. 

We’re so excited to meet you and provide you with 
the tools to help you live your best, healthiest life. 

“Hi, I’m Dr. Nadim Hawa and I’m here to help you live your healthiest life and 
guide you to the preventative care that you deserve. 

I have studied Gynecology and Obstetrics for over 12 years, and I specialize in 
minimally invasive surgical procedures. My colleague likes to say that it is, “not 
your mother’s gynecological surgeries anymore,” and he’s right. The procedures 
I perform are non-invasive, same day surgeries, and with minimal recovery. My 
patients are doing regular activities such as driving within 48 hours after their 
surgery. 

I encourage natural birth with minimal intervention. Knowing that Your age, 
values, beliefs, health, current situation, and future goals all play a role in your 
obstetrical care. 

I’m not here to scold you or pressure you into taking certain medications or 
undergoing specific procedures, I’m just here to give you the recommendations 
and guidance you need to live your best, healthiest life – whether you’re navi-
gating the best birth control option for you, having menstrual problems, experi-

encing sexual dysfunction, or going through menopause. 

Whatever route we decide to take in your healthcare, I’ll be here every step of the way to explain all your options 
and give my recommendations for what you should consider.” 

http://www.cwcare.net/
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AHEPA 
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Do you shop at Amazon.com? 

If so, you can help our Church receive 

donations, just by shopping! Amazon Smile 

will donate 0.5% of orders to a selected 

charity.  
The Fundraising Committee has added our Church as one of the 

available charities on Amazon Smile.  

 

 

Step 1: To get started, go to our website www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org  and click on the Go to 

smile.amazon.com button on our website to select our Church or go to this link directly:  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-5712523 

Step 2: Sign in using your Amazon credentials 

Step 3: Click on the Yes, change my charity button 

 

 

 

 

 

You will now see, as shown below, that you have selected our Church as your charity.  

 

You will receive a confirmation email that you have selected our Church.  

Important: Always remember when you shop at Amazon to go use the https://smile.amazon.com link and 

confirm that the charity you are supporting is our Church.  



The Light is published bi-monthly by the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church, in Loudoun County, Virginia. The next deadline for content is March 1, 2019.  

Designer: Cynthia  Panagopoulos (ysshy@yahoo.com); Advertising: Paul Orphanides (paulo@novahometeam.com)    

Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church  

21580 Atlantic Blvd., Building D, Unit 160  

Dulles, VA 20166 

www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org  
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Rev. Father George Alexson  703-314-6421 frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com
Deacon        Deacon Harry Chelpon

Office Manager Lia Economou 703-421-3812 liaecon@comcast.net
Protopsalti Nick Grivas papounico3@aim.com

President Greg Joiner gregjoiner@gmail.com

Vice President Nick Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com

Secretary Niki Lelis nlelis1@gmail.com

Treasurer Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net

Vice Treasurer George Mokhiber gencapadvisors@outlook.com

Additional Members

Mina Baldinger mina.baldinger68@gmail.com Con Sofologis csofologis@verizon.net

Kathy Kendrat kmkendrat@aol.com Irene Thomas irene.thomas1@verizon.net

Lisa Orphanides lisa.branner@marriott.com Nick Zangos achsah1@cox.net

Ellinomatheia Program Athanasia Dacey sdacey@comcast.net

Greek School Ergini Martnishn ergini@aol.com

Sunday School Ergini Martnishn ergini@aol.com

AHEPA Μόλον Λαβέ Chapter 542 Pete Magaros info@ahepa542.org

Altar Boys Sub-Deacon Michael Sivy hawmih1108@gmail.com

Altar Fund Fr. George Alexson frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com

Church Choir Elpida Skuce elpitha@theskuces.com

Mariana Korulaki k.mariana@hotmail.com

Presvytera Joanna frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com

Festival Committee George Mokhiber gencapadvisors@outlook.com

Future Planning Committee Nick Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com

Kristina Ayoub ktsiakos@yahoo.com

Asha Ioanou nicholas.asha@gmail.com

GOYA Lia Economou liaecon@comcast.net

GOYA Boys’ Basketball Team Dimitrios Stratakos dimitristratakos@verizon.net

Greek Dance Troupe Maria Plevrakis maroudi@hotmail.com 

HOPE and JOY Ashley Joiner ashleydjoiner@gmail.com

Orthodox Book Club TBD TBD

Marina Blair blairmarina@gmail.com

Kristina Ayoub ktsiakos@yahoo.com

Philoptochos Alexis Cleveland apcphiloptochos@gmail.com

Prosfora Effie Koutsourais emkouts1@aol.com

Stewardship Committee Ron Baldinger ron.baldinger@gmail.com

Vacation Church Camp Denise Lansdell deniseinvirginia@gmail.com

Asha Ioanou nicholas.asha@gmail.com

Webmaster Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net

PAREA

MINISTRIES, COMMITTEES, AND ASSOCIATIONS

SCHOOLS

CLERGY

PARISH COUNCIL 

STAFF

Epitaphio/Flowers Committee

Gala Committee

mailto:gregjoiner@gmail.com
mailto:porphanides@myselectproperties.com
http://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/

