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The Light  

To Φως 
The bi-monthly newsletter of the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church 

 “Train up a child in the way he should go, 
And when he is old he will not depart from it”  (Proverbs 22:6) 

 
Beloved Parishioners and Friends, 
On Sunday, April 29th, following the Liturgy, I par-
ticipated in a unique program with our GOYANS.  
The program, entirely their initiative, was advertised 
as, A Socratic Seminar.  The Socratic method of in-
quiry “is a form of cooperative argumentative dia-
logue between individuals, based on asking and an-
swering questions to stimulate critical thinking and 
to draw out ideas and underlying presumptions.”  

Socrates was, as we learn from the Dialogues written by his pupil, Plato, a 
skillful practitioner of this art form.  The format designed by the GOYANS 
differed slightly from its ancient model, but yielded remarkable results. 
 
Several topics, previously submitted by the GOYANS, were discussed.  The 
participants were given two minutes each to express their thoughts, after 
which I had the opportunity to comment on their views.  The topics ad-
dressed included prayer (how to pray and, does God listen to our prayers); 
stress, depression and anxiety; preparation for Holy Communion; showing/
practicing one’s faith at school; keeping/practicing the faith during the sum-
mer months; and, peer pressure.  At the conclusion of the seminar, I assured 
the GOYANS that they had provided me with a treasure trove of material for 
articles in the Light/Fos.  I was deeply impressed by their thoughtfulness and 
ability to articulate their views.  Even more, I was moved by their yearning 
for an authentic Christianity, grounded in the spiritual and moral founda-
tions of our Faith.  This was made clear, for example, especially during our 
discussion on showing/practicing one’s faith at school.  They all agreed that 
the most effective way to witness to Christ in the secular, pluralistic environ-
ment of our public schools, which are often either hostile or indifferent to 
matters spiritual, is to simply live the Faith by example.  Being a source of 
love, kindness, moral integrity and true friendship does more to convince 
others of our Christ-like sincerity than a thousand ineffective words, bereft 
of the warmth of the Spirit.  Truly, it did my heart good to listen to these 
young faithful Orthodox Christians formulate views that so clearly reflect 
the spiritual and moral foundations of our Faith. 
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A Message from Father George Alexson cont.. 

Now that summer is quickly approaching, I anticipate, regrettably (but experience rein-
forces my fears), that with Sunday School in recess, we will see fewer parents and children 
in church.  I know that summer vacations will take many of you away, some to distant 
places.  But how many will be away for the entire summer?  As I  listened to our GOYANS 
reflect on ways to keep the faith during summer break, I wondered how often their par-
ents were at fault for their lack of attendance at Liturgy and, if their parents were as eager 
for spiritual nourishment as their children.  Various ways were suggested to fill in the 
gaps, such as the benefit of attending church camps, and more emphasis on prayer and bi-
ble study.  For those travelling, especially to places where no Orthodox church exists, I 
recommended using the internet to follow live-stream services, as well as other resources 
available for reading Scripture and the lives of the Saints.  Nothing, of course, can substi-
tute for actual attendance at and participation in the Holy Liturgy.  Worshipping God 
through the medium of the Divine Liturgy is not something we are called to do when con-
venient.  Keeping the Lord’s Day holy is a sacred commandment given by God to those in 
covenant with Him from time immemorial.  The call to gather with the Church in worship 
and faith within the context of the Liturgy is a life-giving practice that benefits us much.  I 
conclude with this word from St. Macarius of Optina, a word from one whose life inspires 
and, provides a valuable example of faith and commitment to Christ.  He writes, 
“Concerning prayer in church, know that it is higher than prayers at home, for it is raised 
by a whole group of people, among 
which many are most pure prayers, 
offering to God from humble hearts, 
which He accepts as fragrant in-
cense. Along with these our prayers 
are also accepted, even though they 
are feeble and worthless” (St. Mac-
arius of Optina) 
 
I pray fervently that our Lord, 
through the grace and gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, will continue to encour-
age and guide us all, especially our 
children, on the challenging but re-
warding road to Faith.  May the 
Lord bless us all with good health, 
love and progress in truth and spirit. 
 
Fr. George 

 

 

Weekday Liturgical Schedule,  

June and July 2018 
 

June 29             Orthros, 8:15 AM.  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 

Sts. Peter and Paul                         

                         Great Vespers, 7:00 PM (Parish Feast Day) 

 

June 30             Orthros, 8:15 AM.  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 

Synaxis of the 

Holy Apostles 

 

July 26              Orthros, 8:15 AM.  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 

Saint Paraskeve 

 

July 27              Orthros, 8:15 AM.  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 

St. Panteleimon  
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Message from the Parish Council President  

fellow parish council members, Nick Spyros and Con Sofologis. The 

three-day event, held in New Jersey, comprises a series of meetings 

and workshops for clergy and parish council members at churches 

across our great metropolis, and is presided by our beloved Metro-

politan Evangelos. This year’s event was particularly significant and 

special because it marked the Metropolitan’s 15th year in service of the 

metropolis: we, alongside the other faithful Orthodox present, cele-

brated the Metropolitan’s devotion, guidance, and leadership. The 

meetings and workshops were very helpful to learn about and under-

stand how to address the financial struggles of the archdiocese; see 

how churches in the metropolis are tackling opioid addiction in their 

communities with compassion and faith; and get information on how 

programs for orthodox youth are evolving and new guidelines for 

youth ministry leaders. To find out more about these initiatives and 

others highlighted at the event, please contact me and/or Fr. George. 

Fr. George naturally served as an amazing ambassador for Holy Apos-

tles at the event, providing thoughtful contributions to the various 

discussions and heralding our parish’s accomplishments and com-

mitment. I would like to say a sincere “thank you” to Nick and Con 

for accompanying me and Fr. George, representing Holy Apostles 

with so much grace, skill, and heart. 

We shared at the Metropolis Clergy-Laity Conference much about 

Holy Apostles’ many ministries. It cannot be said enough how vi-

brant and devoted our parish is, and the great work of our ministries 

continuously illustrates this. This issue of Fos highlights the latest 

happenings with our ministries, and I hope that as you read the detail 

you’re inspired to take part – whether you seek deeper involvement 

in a ministry you already participate in, or discover a new ministry 

and are moved to join. Many of our ministries break for the summer 

months and resume regular activity after Labor Day, but if that’s the 

case, you’re invited at any time to reach out to the ministry leader(s) 

for more information.  

I pray that each and every member of our parish has a beautiful, 

blessed, and safe summer. I look forward to convening the next gen-

eral assembly in August, though certainly as we achieve more against 

our building plans and through our ministry outreach, I will provide 

updates following Sunday liturgies. 

In gratitude to Christ and the Holy Apostles community, 

Greg Joiner 

Parish Council President 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

I hope this letter finds you well and enjoying a wonderful start to the 

summer! 

Thank you to all who have participated and all who are scheduled to 

participate in a “Fireside Chat”, a  small gathering of parishioners who 

learn more about, ask questions about, and discuss thoughts and 

opinions for the permanent residence that Holy Apostles is pursuing 

in Loudoun County. These chats have been invaluable for the mem-

bers of the parish council, building committee, and future planning 

committee to gain your perspective and feedback. During every chat, 

we’ve been asked at least one question or been presented at least one 

idea that is entirely unique. This brainstorming, conversation, and 

collaboration has been exciting and inspirational. We’ve used your 

inputs to build further upon our plans and elevate the marketing for 

the capital campaign.  

As Fr. George announced during liturgy on Mother’s Day, the Holy 
Apostles Capital Campaign was energized by a blessedly generous 
donation of a house valued at more than $500,000 from a parishion-
er who wishes to remain anonymous. In addition to another $100,000 
from a generous parishioner, and the commitments of more than 40 
families and GoFundMe donations, our Capital Campaign is now over 
$1.3 million for the first time ever!  We surely still have more work to 
reach our Phase I goal of $2.2 million, but we have a great foundation 
in place worthy of celebrating!  

My sincerest thanks to all who’ve given their time, talent, and treasure 
toward the goal of establishing a permanent church campus where our 
children can grow in their faith, where those in need can discover the 
faith, and where we can honor God and all the blessings He’s given. 

Not only have we reached approximately 60% of our Phase I goal, but 
we also achieved another historical milestone by signing the Purchase 
Contract for the property just off Claiborne Parkway in Ashburn.  As 
we reach the conclusion of the 90 day study period, we will have our 
General Assembly in August.  

To schedule your family for a Fireside Chat, or with any questions 

about our capital campaign or the property study, please do not hesi-

tate to reach out to me, Fr. George, and/or a member of the parish 

council. We are always pleased to share about the incredible journey 

our parish is on. 

Amid all these momentous happenings relating to an enduring home 

in Loudoun County, I had the honor of attending in early May the 

annual Metropolis Clergy-Laity Conference with Fr. George and my  



Page 4 The Light  To Φως 

 

CLERGY-LAITY ASSEMBLY OF THE METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY 

 

 

 
The annual Clergy-Laity Assembly of the Holy 

Metropolis of New Jersey was held in Garfield, 

NJ from May 7-8.  Our parish was represented 

by Fr. George, Greg Joiner, Parish Council Pres-

ident, Con Sofologis and Nick Spyros, Parish 

Council members.  The agenda included work-

shops and reports on Youth activities spon-

sored by the Metropolis and parishes, Sunday 

School and Greek School education, and mat-

ters related to church finances.  We are pleased 

to announce that our Metropolis has embarked 

on an important initiative to educate our par-

ents and children on the drug crisis in our country.  A video on this subject is posted on our web-

site.  The meetings and discussions, as always, were of great benefit to those charged with the 

leadership of our Church and parishes.  We pray that our Lord will continue to bless our Church 

and Metropolis, our Spiritual Leader, Metropolitan Evangelos, and all our parishes, that we may 

continue to witness to our holy Orthodox Faith in our blessed country. 



Stewardship 
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Greetings Parishioners! 
 
The A B C’s of Stewardship 
 
A - Always Start with Prayer - In the prayers that are part of our daily lives, please find inspiration to be a good 
steward.  Your church needs your time, talent and treasure to serve you.  Pray for the future of our 
church.  Pray for guidance on how you can contribute.  Pray for the health and well-being of our entire church 
family. 
 
B - Be Involved - This means be an active participant…a contributor to the many things that make us so 
great.  Every single person is important and has something to contribute.  Use your skills and talents to make 
on impact in one of our many ministries.  Be involved in our future and help others to do the same. 
 
C - Contribute - There are so many places you are needed.  Not only your time and efforts are needed, but 
your financial support as well.  It is incredibly important that you fill out a pledge card and contribute as best 
you can.  The church counts on your pledge to plan, budget, and grow. 
 
Lastly - Have Fun!! We had a wonderful Mother-Daughter Tea on May 20th at Bloom Hill Lavender Farm. The 
gardens were a perfect spot for the mothers and daughters of our parish to enjoy a sunny afternoon together. 
Thank you to Julie Burke for coordinating. Our next events include "Adults' Night Out" at Parallel Wine Bistro 
in Ashburn on June 2nd, and our annual Parish Picnic on August 26th. Please check 
our church emails and weekly bulletins for details. You will have a great time!  
 
Thank you for being a supporting steward.  YOU are the fuel for our future! 
 
Ron and Mina Baldinger 
Stewardship Committee Chairs 
ron.baldinger@gmail.com & mina.baldinger68@gmail.com 



Stewardship Pledge List includes all parishioners who have submitted a 2018 

pledge card as of May 20, 2018.  
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Alexson Dimitri and Cheryl  Koutsourais Michael and Effie 

Alexson 
Rev. Father George and  
Presvytera Joanna 

 Kyriazi Helen 

Anemojanis Eugene and Ursula  Lampros Hal and Alexandra 

Aubin William and Nancy  Lelis Nikoleta 

Ayoub John and Kristina  Lisciandro John and Christy 

Bakopanos Vasilios  Lorentz Robert and Kristine 

Baldinger Ronald and Mina  Magos Milton and Mary 

Batistatos-Martnishn Steve and Ergini  Malachias Zachary and Paula 

Blair Robert and Marina  Mantalvanos Dimitra and Nicolas 

Burke Chad and Julie  Maoury Angelike 

Caras William and Smaro  Margaros Pete 

Chelpon Deacon Harry and Maria Matheos Mark and Meredith 

Cherpes Greg and Marilena  Michas Hercules 

Cleveland Edward and Alexis  Mokhiber George and Debra 

Cleveland Matthew  Morris Olivia and James 

Coulopoulos Dean and Maria  Orphanides Paul and Lisa 

Dacey Panayiotis and Athanasia Papanastasiou Bill and Beth 

Dimopoulos Art  Pappas George  

Dorn David and Susan  Pappas Maria 

Drapas John and Maria  Perezous Jonathan and Janet 

Economou Dean and Lia  Pieri, Courthouse Grill Loiza 

Elkari Rabih and Carole  Plevrakis Maria 

Fotopoulos Vasilios and Joan  Pollatos Jerry and Helen 

Funk Gary and Lillian  Polo Arqilea and Majlinda 

Gacis Bill and Evelyn  Rallis Rebecca 

Georgelas Anthony and Carol  Ravaris Elias and Vasilia 

Glakas Jim and Cynthia  Repin Vladimir and Galina 

Green Joanna  Rouvelas Emanuel and Marilyn 

Grivas Nick  Sapuntzakis Stratis and Maria 

Hadjimichael Mike and Eleni  Skuce Thomas and Archelle 

Ioanou Nicholas and Asha  Smith Jeff and Cynthia 

Joiner Greg and Ashley  Sofologis Constantine 

Kaffes Andrew and Vasiliki  Spyros Nick and Elizabeth 

Kaladze George  Strafford David and Anna 

Kalaris Themis  Stratis Moska 

Kangelaris Alex and Debbie  Thomas Dwaine and Irene 

Karagiorgis Mercina  Thomas Peter 

Kayafas Pete and Constance  Tjoumas Angelo and Anna 

Kendrat Bill and Kathy  Tsapos Maria 

Kishi Daniel  Zangos Maria 

Kouiroukidis Nikolaos and Sofia  Zangos Nicholas and Carol 
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Graduate:  George William Blair 

Parents and sister: Robert, Marina 
and Alexia Blair 

Congratulations to George for graduat-
ing SUMMA CUM LAUDE from North-
ern Virginia Community College with a 
degree in Science.  George will pur-
sue a career in the Veterinary field 
and has already been accepted in the 
Veterinary Technology Pro-
gram.  Congratulations George for all 
your amazing efforts!  We are blessed 
to call you son and brother! 

“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams! E. Roosevelt  

Sunday School, Greek 

School, and Ellinomatheia 

Graduation is  June 10, 2018 

following the Liturgy.  

Join US! 

Graduate:  Michael Pollatos 

Parents: Jerry and Helen Pollatos 

Graduation School: Broad Run H.S. 

Post-Graduation Plans:  Will be 
attending George Mason University 
in the fall 

Graduate:  Elizabeth Ana Emch 

Parent: Victoria Mitkovitser 

Graduating School: Stone Bidge 
High School 

Post-Grad Plans: Will be attending 
James Madison University (JMU) 
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Our Holy Apostles Steward, Sofia Kouiroukidis, was awarded the Loudoun 
County 2018 Excellence in Supporting Special Education Award as a 
Paraprofessional at Belmont Ridge Middle School. The award honors Sofia as a 
professional who “goes above and beyond to support inclusive educational    
opportunities for academic, social and behavioral growth in her students and 
the school at large.” “She challenges her students to be their best and has the 
same expectations of herself and the entire school community. She provides 
outstanding contributions and support to enable achievement and participa-
tion of all students.” 

Sofia, along with 19 other awardees, was honored at a ceremony on May 15, 
2018 at the Loudoun County Public Schools Administration Building in Ashburn.  

Our Holy Apostles community congratulates Sofia on her exceptional work and this well deserved 
award. 

Hebrews 13:2 “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have 
entertained angels without knowing it.” Perhaps Maxine was an angel sent to teach 
me this lesson. I am excited that our GOYA has planned another opportunity to go 
back to the Senior Facility next month. 

Helping the less fortunate, and being kind to the needy are ways to serve others.  
Another way IS to teach God’s Word. When I turned 13, I became an assistant 
teacher in our church’s Vacation Church Camp. Learning about Christ is one of the 
best ways to be in His image, but teaching others is even better. In a very small way, 
I was like an Apostle by serving my community, and getting closer to Christ by 
teaching his Word. It is written in Proverbs 11:25, “ A generous person will prosper; 
whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.”  Don’t you want to feel refreshed?  
Volunteer at our Church camp this June and I guarantee you, you will be. 
  

In conclusion, whether it’s our Church Camp or another opportunity through one 
of our many Ministries, I challenge each of you to find whatever gift or passion you 
have and use it to serve others.  It’s not always easy to find the time, but I promise 
you, get involved, and you will feel closer to our community and to Christ and shall 
be rewarded for it. Actually, Christ com-
mands it in John 12:26, “Whoever serves 
me must follow me; and where I am, my 
servant also will be. My Father will honor 
the one who serves me.”  

Our church is an amazing place with 
many opportunities to be a good Steward 
and serve. Our church and community 
need ALL of you!  
  

I have shared with you my examples of 
serving others.  What are yours? 

 

Thank you.  

Stephen 

Stewardship Sunday Testimonial by Stephen Economou, April 22, 2018  

Χριστός Ανέστη 

Thank you to the Stewardship Committee and Father George for 
giving me this opportunity to speak today about service which is an 
important part of Stewardship. 

I obviously serve in the Altar, but I will share with you my other expe-
riences serving those in our parish and community. 

Helping others is just one of the many ways to be a good Steward. We 
can help within our own church and outside our community. Helping 
others not only brings us closer to God and our parish, but it makes 
us a better person. To me this means we should sacrifice our time to 
serve God’s people, and improve someone’s life.  

Last Christmas I had the opportunity to help with the Marine Corps 
program Toys for Tots which was coordinated by our local AHEPA 
Chapter. Christmas is the one-time kids look forward to getting pre-
sents. But not every one is so fortunate. When I first saw the hun-
dreds of toys in the warehouse, I was kind of envious. But that feeling 
changed when I remembered that these kids may not get another gift 
all year. I imagined the look on their faces when they would open 
their gift and it made the hours I volunteered worthwhile. An added 
benefit is I got to work with other parishioners who I don’t see out-
side of church. This opportunity not only brought me closer to Christ, 
but also closer to each of you. Christ commands us to be good to our 
neighbors and we shall be rewarded in the long run. As Luke says in 
6:38, “Give and it will be given to you.” 

Another way to be a good Steward and closer to Christ is to act like 
Him, and that’s no small task. Some of Jesus’s greatest acts were of 
kindness in serving others. I volunteered at a senior assisted living 
facility and I noticed one of the residents, Maxine, looked rather 
lonely so I invited her to a game of Scrabble. She had no idea how to 
play, and frankly neither did I, but  she joined me anyway. Soon she 
was laughing and having fun. It turns out that Maxine had just moved 
to the facility and didn’t know many people.  My small act of kindness 
had a much bigger impact on her than I could have realized.  You can 
also have this kind of impact by serving others! We are told in 

 

Stephen Economou giving his testimonial 
on service for Stewardship Sunday.  
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St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival  

Christos Anesti! 
  
Congratulations to our Holy Apostles students who competed in and represented our parish 
at the District Level of the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival, held at Nativity of the 
Theotokos Greek Orthodox Church in 
Fredericksburg, VA on April 21, 2018. The 
top 2 in each division continued on to 
the NJ Diocese Level.  Look for those re-
sults in the next newsletter!  
 
Senior Division 
1st place, Marlene Ortiz 
2nd place, Paris Economou 
 
Junior Division 
1st place, Athena Lansdell 
Stephen Economou did excellent 

 
The book of Joshua 1 :9 reminds us to be 
strong and of good courage, not to be afraid nor dismayed; for the Lord Our God     is with us 
wherever we go and whatever we do in glorifying Him!  
 
Indeed, you demonstrated courage and you glorified Him! It was through your courage and 
His blessings that our Holy Apostles church, of all the many churches of the district, came in 

first in the junior division, and both first second 
in the senior division.  We could not have hoped 
for more! 
 
Once again, Marlene, Paris, Athena, Stephen,we 
are very proud of you!   
 
You are our HOLY APOSTLES ORATORS and 
ambassadors! 
 
Thank you all very much. 
In Him, 
Ergini Martnishn 

  
Paris, Marlene and Athena now qualify for the NJ Diocese level  

 

Marlene, Athena, Stephen and Paris 
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Christos Anesti!  Christ has risen! 

 

Spring has been a busy time for our GOYAns!  They have 
been engaged in and continue to plan fun events, faith-
based events, and community service events. 

 
GOYAns helped our church throughout Lent by preparing 
the palms for Palm Sunday and decorating the Epitaphio. 

 

At our monthly meeting after Easter, we welcomed two new 
members, Dora and Maria Moskalli. We are always excited 
to add new members and engage additional teenagers within 
our parish. Welcome Dora and Maria! 

On Sunday, April 29, GOYA held a “Socratic Seminar” lead 
by Father George Alexson after church.  This seminar was a 
roundtable discussion about various topics of interest to our 
GOYAns.  Each person had 2 minutes to give their opinion of 
the topic, and Father George concluded the topic with his 
thoughts and guidance.  We thank Fr. George for his time 
and continued support of our GOYAns!  I also applaud the 
GOYAns for their well thought comments and respect for 
eachother’s opinions. 

May was a busy month with two big events.  The first was 
“Come and See Sunday” on May 6 where GOYAns invited 
their friends to church to learn about and witness our faith.  
The GOYAns and their guests participated in a Sunday 
School class together, and afterward enjoyed lunch at the 
Dulles Town Center.  It was wonderful to see so many 
friends show interest in our church and see our GOYAns 
serving not only as church ambassadors but also Apostles, 
bringing others to our faith. We thank our GOYAn, Zoe 
Skuce, for planning this event. 

On May 18, the GOYAns participated in a community service 
opportunity at Sunrise Senior Living in Reston.  Our 
GOYAns met with the residents and Greek danced for them.  
Sunrise was very appreciative of the GOYAns’ time and 
efforts to visit with and entertain the residents.  Afterwards, 
the GOYAns went as a group to the Silver Diner in Reston 
for dinner.  Fun was had by all!   We thank our GOYAn, Paris 
Economou, for planning this event. 

In June we will have our end-of-year party and a discussion 
with Deacon Harry.  Look for all the details in our parish 
emails!   

We will make sure our GOYAns keep in touch over the Sum-
mer and hopefully can continue to get together. Have a great 
Summer! 

 

In God’s service, 

Lia Economou 

GOYA Advisor 

GOYA                                          

  

GOYAns participating in a “Socratic Seminar” roundtable discussion 

with Father George Alexson and Deacon Harry Chelpon.  
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GOYA  cont..                                        

  

GOYAns celebrate the generous and historic $500,000 Capital Campaign donation in front of the campaign thermometer  

 

Greg Joiner, President of the Parish Council, announces a 

donation of $500,000 to Phase I of the Capital Campaign by a 

parishioner.  
Sunday School students Christina Kendrat and Paris Economou 

add the amount to the campaign thermometer.  
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 Dear Brothers & Sisters 
in Christ: 

Hope & Joy enjoyed a num-
ber of special activities dur-
ing the great Lenten season 
this year: 
 

In early March, in lieu of a regular meeting, we gathered as 
a ministry to attend one of the salutations services. We 
even processed together into the church at the beginning 
of the service to present flowers to the icon of the Theoto-
kos. It was a lovely and meaningful service to be part of. 
 
In late March, we gathered with other ministries and 
members of our parish to assemble palm crosses after the 
Lazarus Saturday service. At the same time, Athena Lans-
dell presented and provided Resurrection Egg Kits to the 
Hope & Joy families. This kit is a fun and interactive pro-
ject that helps children better understand the Easter story. 
Thank you, Athena, for growing our children in their faith! 
Finally, Fr. George encouraged the children (aged 7 years 
and up) to participate in Holy Confession after the Lazarus 
Saturday service. Thank you, Fr. George, for guiding our 
children in their faith! 
 
In April, we held a regular monthly meeting at church. We 
read the story "Jonah and the Great Fish", and then made a 
great fish craft. At the end of the meeting, Fr. George gave 
each child a beautiful cross pendant. Also, on the last Sun-
day in April, Hope & Joy families kindly provided refresh-
ments for the post-liturgy coffee hour. Thank you, all! 
 
Hope & Joy had our May meeting on May 4th, and plans 
our last meeting for the 2017-2018 school year on June 1st 
from 6:00 to 7:15pm at church. Additionally, at the June 
meeting, we will collect donations from Hope & Joy fami-
lies on behalf of one of the many Philoptocos charitable 
efforts: The Loudoun Hunger Relief Cereal Drive.  
 

In Him, 
Ashley Joiner  
Hope & Joy  
(ashleydjoiner@gmail.com)    

Hope and Joy Last monthly  meeting 
 

(held at church from 6:00pm to 7:15pm) 

• June 1  

Kids  participating in arts and craft 

mailto:ashleydjoiner@gmail.com
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Philoptochos  

Spring is here and we shine in the celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord, God  and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

We have had a busy May and we bustle into the month of June.  May is our donation month for the 
Loudoun Abused Women’s Shelter (LAWS). We collected gift cards and cash donations to help women 
and children.  Thank you for your generosity. 

We also distributed bags for our Loudoun Hunger Relief cereal collection. LHR is a food pantry that 
provides emergency food supplies to Loudoun residents.  Please fill a bag or just drop off a cereal box or 
two to help feed those in need.  Thank you. 

We will be volunteering at Women Giving Back on Friday, June 8th from 
4 – 7PM.  Come out and join us! 

We have an active fall in the works and look forward to our summer and 
fall plans.  Check the Monday email and Sunday bulletins for more infor-
mation.  In the meantime, get out and enjoy spring! 

 

With my deepest gratitude, 

Alexis Cleveland,  apcphiloptochos@gmail.com 

mailto:apcphiloptochos@gmail.com


Beloved PAREA family, 
 
Our March PAREA was a wonderful Lenten lunch-
eon!  I would like to wholeheartedly thank every-
one who came, despite the sleet and snow, to 
spend a couple of hours at our home, sharing fel-
lowship and true friendship! 

 

During April, we had no PAREA because of Holy 
Week, however, we kept the annual Easter tradi-
tion for a 4th year, by celebrating our Lord’s Resur-
rection with a spectacular potluck gathering on 
Easter Sunday! 

 

Our May PAREA took place at Cafesano!  What a 
fabulous gathering!   We shared the joy of fellow-
ship and true friendship, and celebrated birthdays, 
namedays and Mother’s Day! 

 

I would like to remind everyone that if you miss 
our PAREA brochure you can find it on the 
church’s website.  Also, our June PAREA, which will 
take place at the Mediterranean Breeze on Tues-
day, June 5th, will be the last before our summer 
hiatus.  We will gather again in September at 
Mimi’s! Finally, I would like to remind you that our 
PAREA will be responsible for the June Coffee 
Hour.  Please RSVP to Marina if you would like to 
contribute.  Our very successful BECAUSE “EYE” 
CARE FOR YOU collection of used eyeglasses for 
charity will also take place during the month of 
June.  

 

Our beloved PAREA wishes all our parishioners a 
safe and blessed summer! 

 
In His Everlasting Mercy, 

 
Marina Blair 
PAREA Chair 
blairmarina@gmail.com 
703-349-1842 
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PAREA 

 

May’s lunch at Cafesano 

March’s Lunch  
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from the desk of Pete Margaros… 
AHEPA CHAPTER 542 PRESIDENT 

 

 

As PHASE I of the HOLY APOSTLES CAPITAL CAMPAIGN surpasses $1.3 million, our chapter is proud to be part 
of this historic effort.  From its inception, AHEPA has been an integral part of the Greek Orthodox 
Christian community in America.  Working hand in hand, AHEPA Chapters throughout the country have 
made significant contributions to build, remodel, and enhance churches by raising millions of dollars.  In 
fact, the organization is a key component of the efforts to build the St. Nicholas National Shrine at the 
World Trade Center in New York City, with almost every Chapter, including ours, participating. 

From community dinners, picnics, social events, and more, AHEPA Chapters are part of the fabric of 
many parish communities.  We look forward to expanding our role to further support education and 
community, our core Chapter focal points 

 

Our Chapter is not just for members, there’s something for 
everyone!  Membership does have its privileges, but if you’re 
not eligible to join, you can still get involved in our 
Community Service Days, Family Events, and so much more!  
We are planning for some new events, fund raisers, and 
more to kick off our new year in September, so now is the 
time to join the movement! 

DID YOU KNOW? 
• George Stephanopoulos is an AHEPAN 

• 2 former US Presidents, Gerald Ford and Harry Truman, were members of AHEPA 

• There are 2 hospitals in Greece that were built by AHEPA 
o If you’re an AHEPAN and ever in need of one of them, you will be treated for free! 

• Our Chapter contributed over $6,000 towards the St Nicholas National Shrine 

• We have contributed nearly $10,000 towards the Holy Apostles Capital Campaign 

• Our Chapter has a permanent place by being honored on a plaque at a Virginia historic landmark 

LET’S HEAR FROM YOU & GET INVOLVED 

 

 

AHEPA was founded on July 26, 1922 in response to the evils of bigotry and 
racism that emerged in early 20th century American society. It also helped 
Greek immigrants assimilate into society. Now, AHEPA brings the ideals of 
ancient Greece, which includes philanthropy, education, civic responsibility, 
family and individual excellence to the community.  As one of the fastest 
growing Chapters in the United States, we are honored to be part of witnessing 
history at Holy Apostles, the construction of a permanent church campus that 
will be the epicenter of Orthodoxy & Community for generations to come. 

Ahepa 
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a valuable message from the… 
HOLY APOSTLES MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 

 

 

The CAPITAL CAMPAIGN – PHASE I is off to a great start!  Here are some amazing results: 

• In the first 30 days, we added more than $800,000 taking us to over $1.3 million 
o This represents nearly 60% of our total PHASE I goal 

• Over 40 families have contributed so far with individual commitments as high as $500,000 

Your fellow parishioners have spoken and it’s a powerful message!  
But, we have a long way to go!  It’s only the first step, take a look: 
PHASE I – LAND ACQUISITION 
Acquiring the property just off Claiborne Parkway in Ashburn, a 
feasibility study, general renderings, and initial development. 
PHASE II – PERMANENT CHURCH COMPLEX 
After a Design Stage with all ministries, groups, and parishioners, 
requirements will drive defining the key needs of our new home 
PHASE III – EXPANSION 
The Phase II Design Stage and Capital Campaign Phase II & III success 
will define details and requirements for our long-term needs 

HOW YOU CAN HELP – NETWORK BASED GIVING 
If we tap into our resources, it’s amazing what we can achieve!  Here are 
some ideas to help you raise money for your church! 

• Talk to family, friends, colleagues, and neighbors about helping! 

• Are you part of a professional organization that can help? 

• Do you have connections with other charities who can support us? 

• Your employer may have a charitable giving program, right? 
 
 
 
 

CHAT TODAY! 
To learn more about how you can help, schedule a FIRESIDE CHAT today!  About 35% of our Stewards 
experienced a session and found it to be a great information exchange.  Your CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
volunteers, fellow parishioners, have poured over 4,000 hours into this effort.  Isn’t it worth just 60 
minutes of your time to help decide our FUTURE, through our FAITH, making it available FOR ALL? 
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Do you shop at Amazon.com? 

If so, you can help our Church receive 

donations, just by shopping! Amazon Smile 

will donate 0.5% of orders to a selected 

charity.  
The Fundraising Committee has added our Church as one of the 

available charities on Amazon Smile.  

 

 

Step 1: To get started, go to our website www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org  and click on the Go to 

smile.amazon.com button on our website to select our Church or go to this link directly:  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-5712523 

Step 2: Sign in using your Amazon credentials 

Step 3: Click on the Yes, change my charity button 

 

 

 

 

 

You will now see, as shown below, that you have selected our Church as your charity.  

 

You will receive a confirmation email that you have selected our Church.  

Important: Always remember when you shop at Amazon to go use the https://smile.amazon.com link and 

confirm that the charity you are supporting is our Church.  



The Light is published bi-monthly by the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church, in Loudoun County, Virginia. The next deadline for content is July 13th , 2018.  

Designer: Cynthia  Panagopoulos (ysshy@yahoo.com); Advertising: Paul Orphanides (paulo@novahometeam.com)    

Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church  

21580 Atlantic Blvd., Building D, Unit 160  

Dulles, VA 20166 

www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org  
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Rev. Father George Alexson  703-314-6421 frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com
Deacon        Deacon Harry Chelpon

Office Manager Lia Economou 703-421-3812 liaecon@comcast.net
Protopsalti Nick Grivas papounico3@aim.com

President Greg Joiner gregjoiner@gmail.com

Vice President Nick Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com

Secretary Niki Lelis nlelis@gmail.com

Treasurer Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net

Vice Treasurer George Mokhiber gencapadvisors@outlook.com

Additional Members

Mina Baldinger mina.baldinger68@gmail.com Con Sofologis csofologis@verizon.net

Kathy Kendrat kmkendrat@aol.com Irene Thomas irene.thomas1@verizon.net

Lisa Orphanides lisa.branner@marriott.com Nick Zangos achsah1@cox.net

Ellinomatheia Program Atnanasia Dacey sdacey@comcast.net

Greek School Vasilia Ravaris vasilia@live.com

Sunday School Ergini Martnishn ergini@aol.com

AHEPA Μόλον Λαβέ Chapter 542 Pete Magaros info@ahepa542.org

Altar Boys Sub-Deacon Michael Sivy hawmih1108@gmail.com

Altar Fund Fr. George Alexson frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com

Church Choir Elpida Skuce archelles@yahoo.com

Mariana Korulaki k.mariana@hotmail.com

Presvytera Joanna frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com

Festival Committee George Mokhiber gencapadvisors@outlook.com

Future Planning Committee Nick Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com

Kristina Ayoub ktsiakos@yahoo.com

Asha Ioanou nicholas.asha@gmail.com

GOYA Lia Economou liaecon@comcast.net

GOYA Boys’ Basketball Team Dimitrios Stratakos dimitristratakos@verizon.net

Greek Dance Troupe Maria Plevrakis maroudi@hotmail.com 

HOPE and JOY Ashley Joiner ashleydjoiner@gmail.com

Orthodox Book Club TBD TBD

Marina Blair blairmarina@gmail.com

Kristina Ayoub ktsiakos@yahoo.com

Philoptochos Alexis Cleveland apcphiloptochos@gmail.com

Prosfora Effie Koutsourais emkouts1@aol.com

Stewardship Committee Ron Baldinger ron.baldinger@gmail.com

Vacation Church Camp Denise Lansdell deniseinvirginia@gmail.com

Asha Ioanou nicholas.asha@gmail.com

Webmaster Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net

PAREA

MINISTRIES, COMMITTEES, AND ASSOCIATIONS

SCHOOLS

CLERGY

PARISH COUNCIL 

STAFF

Epitaphio/Flowers Committee

Gala Committee

mailto:gregjoiner@gmail.com
mailto:porphanides@myselectproperties.com
http://www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org/

