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May 27, 2018: Holy Pentecost

On Pentecost and the Holy Spirit

"Regarding the manner in which the Holy Spirit
descended upon the disciples, Saint Symeon the
New Theologian makes a remark that is most
helpful for properly understanding this event. He
says that this mode of acting of the Holy Spirit -
by means of a loud noise as of a rushing mighty
wind, and with tongues of fire - was something
unique. The Holy Spirit, he observes, comes
very calmly, in the form of spiritual light, and
evokes joy. The passage in which he touches
upon this point is this: “The power of the Holy
Spirit, which is bestowed upon him who loves
God and keeps His commandments, does not
appear visibly in the form of fire, nor does it
come with a loud sound like a violent wind - for
this happened only in the time of the Apostles
for the sake of the unbelievers. Instead, it is
seen spiritually in the form of spiritual light, and
comes with all calm and joy.” (Guide to
Byzantine Iconography, Vol. 1, by Constantine
Cavarnos) “The aim of all those who live in God
is to please our Lord Jesus Christ and become
reconciled with God the Father through
receiving the Holy Spirit, thus securing their
salvation, for in this consists the salvation of
every soul. If this aim and this activity is
lacking, all other labour is useless and all other
striving is in vain. Every path of life which does
not lead to this is without profit.” (St. Simeon
the New Theologian)

Thank you to Philoptochos
for sponsoring today’s coffee 

hour!



GOSPEL READING :
The Gospel According to
John 7:37-52; 8:12

On the last day of the feast, the
great day, Jesus stood up and
proclaimed, "If any one thirst,
let him come to me and drink.
He who believes in me, as the
scripture has said, 'Out of his
heart shall flow rivers of living

mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they
were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as
of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them.
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance. Now there were dwelling in
Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under
heaven. And at this sound the multitude came
together, and they were bewildered, because each
one heard them speaking in his own language. And
they were amazed and wondered, saying, "Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that
we hear, each of us in his own native language?
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontos and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we
hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty
works of God."

WHEN THE DAY of Pentecost
had come, they were all
together in one place. And
suddenly a sound came from
heaven like the rush of a

water.'" Now this he said about the Spirit, which
those who believed in him were to receive; for as yet
the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not
yet glorified. When they heard these words, some of
the people said, "This is really the prophet." Others
said, "This is the Christ." But some said, "Is the
Christ to come …(Cont. on the back )

EPISTLE READING :
Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11



UPCOMING EVENTS

Deadline to Register is June 1st!
HAGOC Vacation Church Camp
June 18th-22nd; 9:30am-12:30pm
Open to ages 4-11. Registration
information is on our website. See
Denise Lansdell or Asha Ioanou.

• June 3, End-of-year Picnic: 2-5pm,
GOYAns and their families are invited
to celebrate the end of a great year at the
new property in Ashburn! Details will
be sent to all GOYA families.
• June 10, End-of-year Discussion:

Hope and Joy, June 1st
6-7:15pm, Holy Apostles Church
Join us for the last meeting of the 
2017-2018 school year. See Ashley 
Joiner.

Collection for LAWS, through May 
Holy Apostles Church
Philoptochos is collecting cash 
donations and gift cards from grocery 
stores, gas stations, and retailers such as 
Walmart and Target for LAWS. Thank 
you!

June 2nd, Adults’ Night Out 
7pm, Parallel Wine Bistro in 
Broadlands: No need to RSVP, 
just come! See Kristina Ayoub of 
the Stewardship Committee.

Additional Philoptochos Events
• We will be collecting cereal through June 10 for

Loudoun Hunger Relief.
• June 8, 4-7pm, Volunteer at Women Giving Back
• June 23, 11:30am at Sunset Hills Vineyard. Join us

for our last meeting before summer.

Join us upstairs with  Deacon Harry Chelpon after church



UPCOMING EVENTS
PAREA (Our Company of 
Friends) Lunch, June 5th,
11:30am at Mediterranean 
Breeze in Ashburn

Icon Painting Workshop, July 23-28 
St. Sophia Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral. Go to our website or parish 
email for details and the flyer.

Our June luncheon will be the last before the summer 
hiatus. RSVP to Marina (703-349-1842)

Camp Good Shepherd, July 8-14, Camp Painkatank
in Hartfield, VA. An overnight week long camp for 
the Metropolis of NJ. For kids who have completed 5th

grade through 12th grade. Go to goarch.org or see Lia 
Economou or Denise Lansdell to learn more.

Sunday School  and Greek School 
Graduation is June 10th after Liturgy

The Sunday School event theme is:
Christian Orthodox People: One 
Faith, Many Nations

Our students will present their work on how different
nations have served and promoted our Christian Faith
and Orthodox traditions. The children will also share
with us their thoughts on how to share our faith with
others. We should all be willing to give an answer to
those around us as to the hope we have in Christ.
(1 Peter 3:15) It will be great if you share with our
Holy Apostles children your own thoughts regarding
how Orthodoxy has been "kept alive" in the part of the
world your ancestors come from, and what are their
contributions to the spread of Christianity. Thank you!
Ergini Martnishn, Sunday School Director

Pan Icarian Brotherhood LEFKAS CHAPTER 16
115th SUPREME CONVENTION, Grand Hyatt, D.C.

August 31 September 2, 2018
For details go to pan-icariandc2018.com, 
email info@pan-icariandc2018.com or call George 
Moratis (703) 774-6180.



WEEEKLY FEATURE
Sts.  Constantine  and  Helen

This great and renowned sovereign of the Christians
was the son of Constantius Chlorus (the ruler of the
westernmost parts of the Roman empire), and of the
blessed Helen. He was born in 272, in Naissus of
Dardania, a city on the Hellespont. In 306, when his
father died, he was proclaimed successor to his throne.
In 312, on learning that Maxentius and Maximinus had
joined forces against him, he marched into Italy,
where, while at the head of his troops, he saw in the
sky beneath the sun, a radiant pillar in the form of a
cross with the words: "By this shalt thou conquer."
The following night, our Lord Jesus Christ appeared to
him in a dream and declared to him the power of the
Cross and its significance. In the morning, he
immediately ordered that a banner of victory be made
in the form of a cross, and inscribed the Name of Jesus
Christ. On the 28th Of October, he attacked and
mightily conquered Maxentius, who drowned in the
Tiber River while fleeing. The following day,
Constantine entered Rome in triumph and was
proclaimed Emperor of the West by the Senate, while
Licinius, his brother-in-law, ruled in the East. But out
of malice, Licinius later persecuted the Christians.
Constantine fought him and utterly destroyed him in
324, and in this manner he became monarch over the
West and the East. Under him and because of him all
the persecutions against the Church ceased.
Christianity triumphed and idolatry was overthrown.
In 325 he gathered the First Ecumenical Council in
Nicaea. In 324, in the ancient city of Byzantium, he
laid the foundations of the new capital of his realm,
and solemnly inaugurated it on May 11, 330, naming it
after himself, Constantinople. Since the throne of the
imperial rule was transferred thither from Rome, it was
named New Rome, the inhabitants were called
Romans, and it was considered the continuation of the
Roman Empire. Falling ill near Nicomedia, he
requested to receive divine Baptism, and reposed in
337, on May 21 or 22, the day of Pentecost, having
lived sixty-five years, of which he ruled for thirty-one
years. His remains were transferred to Constantinople
and were deposed in the Church of the Holy Apostles,
which has been built by him. As for his holy mother
Helen, after her son had made the Faith of Christ
triumphant throughout… (Cont. on the next panel)



June Weekday Liturgical Schedule 
Fri. June 29  Sts. Peter and Paul 

8:15 AM  Orthros, 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy
Fri. June 29 Great Vespers, 7:00 PM (Parish Feast Day)
Sat. June 30  Synaxis of the Holy Apostles

8:15 AM Orthros, 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy

(Gospel Reading Cont.) from Galilee? Has not the
scripture said that the Christ is descended from David, and
comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?" So
there was a division among the people over him. Some of
them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.
The officers then went back to the chief priests and
Pharisees, who said to them, "Why did you not bring
him?" The officers answered, "No man ever spoke like
this man!" The Pharisees answered them, "Are you led
astray, you also? Have any of the authorities or of the
Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, who do not
know the law, are accursed." Nikodemos, who had gone
to him before, and who was one of them, said to them,
"Does our law judge a man without first giving him a
hearing and learning what he does?" They replied, "Are
you from Galilee too? Search and you will see that no
prophet is to rise from Galilee." Again Jesus spoke to
them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life."

Did you know we have another major
announcement today? Listen for the exciting
news in today’s Town Hall! Find out how
YOU can be a part of this growing campaign
to secure the property in Ashburn by
attending a fireside chat. See Lia to schedule
yours before summer!

(Weekly Feature Cont.) the Roman Empire, she
undertook a journey to Jerusalem and found the Holy
Cross on which our Lord was crucified. After this, Saint
Helen, in her zeal to glorify Christ, erected churches in
Jerusalem, in Bethlehem, on the Mount of Olives whence
He ascended into Heaven, and many others throughout the
Holy Land, Cyprus, and elsewhere. She was proclaimed
Augusta, her image was stamped upon golden coins, and
two cities were named Helenopolis after her in Bithynia
and in Palestine. Having been thus glorified for her piety,
she departed to the Lord being about eighty years of age.


