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June 3, 2018: The Sunday of All Saints

Synaxis of All Saints 
The Sunday following Pentecost is dedicated to
All Saints, both those who are known to us, and
those who are known only to God. There have
been saints at all times, and they have come
from every corner of the earth. They were
Apostles, Martyrs, Prophets, Hierarchs,
Monastics, and Righteous, yet all were perfected
by the same Holy Spirit. The Descent of the
Holy Spirit makes it possible for us to rise above
our fallen state and to attain sainthood, thereby
fulfilling God’s directive to “be holy, for I am
holy” (Lev. 11:44, 1 Peter 1:16, etc.). Therefore,
it is fitting to commemorate All Saints on the
first Sunday after Pentecost. This feast may have
originated at an early date, perhaps as a
celebration of all martyrs, then it was broadened
to include all men and women who had borne
witness to Christ by their virtuous lives, even if
they did not shed their blood for Him. Saint
Peter of Damascus, in his “Fourth Stage of
Contemplation,” mentions five categories of
saints: Apostles, Martyrs, Prophets, Hierarchs,
and Monastic Saints. He is actually quoting
from the OCTOECHOS, Tone 2 for Saturday
Matins, kathisma after the first stichology. Saint
Nicodemus of the Holy Mountain adds the
Righteous to Saint Peter’s five categories. The
list of Saint Nicodemus is found in his book
THE FOURTEEN EPISTLES OF ST PAUL in
his discussion of I Corinthians 12:28. The
hymnology for the feast of All Saints also lists
six categories: “Rejoice, assembly of the
Apostles, Prophets of the Lord, loyal choirs of
the Martyrs, divine Hierarchs, Monastic Fathers,
and the Righteous …” (Continued on the back)



GOSPEL READING :
The Gospel According to
Matthew 10:32-33; 37-38,
19:27-30

The Lord said to his 
disciples, "Every one who 
acknowledges me before 
men, I also will 
acknowledge before my

escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies
to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection.
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that
they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered
mocking and scourging, and even chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in
two, they were tempted, they were killed with the
sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the world
was not worthy - wandering over deserts and
mountains and in dens and caves of the earth. And all
these, though well attested by their faith, did not
receive what was promised, since God had foreseen
something better for us, that apart from us they
should not be made perfect. Therefore, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so
closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that
is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith.

Brethren, all the saints through
faith conquered kingdoms,
enforced justice, received
promises, stopped the mouths
of lions, quenched raging fire,

Father who is in heaven; but whoever denies me
before men, I also will deny him before my Father
who is in heaven. He who loves father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me; and he who loves
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;
and he who does not take his …(Cont. on the back )

EPISTLE READING :
St. Paul’s Letter to the 
Hebrews 11:33-40;12:1-2



UPCOMING EVENTS

PAREA (Our Company of 
Friends) Lunch, June 5th,
11:30am at Mediterranean 
Breeze in Ashburn

• TODAY, End-of-year Picnic: 2-
5pm,  GOYAns and their families are
invited to celebrate the end of a great
year!  See Lia Economou for details.
• June 10, End-of-year Discussion:

Our June luncheon will be the last before the summer 
hiatus. RSVP to Marina (703-349-1842)

Philoptochos Events
• We will be collecting cereal

through June 10 for Loudoun
Hunger Relief.

• June 8, 4-7pm, Volunteer at Women
Giving Back

• June 23, 11:30am at Sunset Hills
Vineyard. Join us for our last
meeting before summer.

Sunday School, Greek School, and 
Ellinomatheia Program Graduation is 
June 10th after Liturgy

The Sunday School event theme is:
Christian Orthodox People: One 
Faith, Many Nations

Our students will present their work on how different
nations have served and promoted our Christian Faith
and Orthodox traditions. The children will also share
with us their thoughts on how to share our faith with
others. We should all be willing to give an answer to
those around us as to the hope we have in Christ.
(1 Peter 3:15) It will be great if you share with our Holy
Apostles children your own thoughts regarding how
Orthodoxy has been "kept alive" in the part of the world
your ancestors come from, and what are their
contributions to the spread of Christianity. Thank you!
Ergini Martnishn, Sunday School Director

Join us after church with  Deacon Harry Chelpon .



UPCOMING EVENTS

HAGOC Vacation Church Camp
June 18th-22nd; 9:30am-12:30pm
Open to ages 4-11. Registration
information is on our website. See
Denise Lansdell or Asha Ioanou.

Icon Painting Workshop, July 23-28 
St. Sophia Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral. Go to our website or parish 
email for details and the flyer.

Camp Good Shepherd, July 8-14, Camp Painkatank
in Hartfield, VA. An overnight week long camp for 
the Metropolis of NJ. For kids who have completed 5th

grade through 12th grade. Go to goarch.org or see Lia 
Economou or Denise Lansdell to learn more.

Pan Icarian Brotherhood LEFKAS CHAPTER 16
115th SUPREME CONVENTION, Grand Hyatt, D.C.

August 31 September 2, 2018
For details go to pan-icariandc2018.com, 
email info@pan-icariandc2018.com or call George 
Moratis (703) 774-6180.

AHEPA Chapter 542 Events
• June 13, 7pm at church, Meeting.

Join our chapter and our most
important meeting for Officer
Elections!

• June 16, 7pm at the home of
Dean Economou, Summer Social.
Members and their guests are
invited!

Thank you to PAREA for
sponsoring today’s coffee hour!

If you would like to sponsor 
coffee hour in honor of a loved 
one or name day, email Lia at 

liaecon@comcast.net. 



SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Guest Visitor on June 10th!

Congresswoman Barbara Comstock
Representing Virginia’s 10th District

This

Weekly Feature: 
The Holy Martyr Theodore, celebrated June 8

The holy Martyr Theodore was from Euchaita of
Galatia and dwelt in Heraclea of Pontus. He was a
renowned commander in the military, and the Emperor
Licinius was told that he was a Christian and
abominated the idols. Licinius sent men to him from
Nicomedia, to honor him and ask him to appear before
him. Through them, however, St. Theodore sent back a
message that it was necessary that Licinius come to
Heraclea. Licinius, seeing in this a hope of turning St.
Theodore away from Christ did as was asked of him.
When the Emperor came to Heraclea, St. Theodore
met him with honor, and the Emperor in turn gave
Theodore his hand. Seated upon his throne in the midst
of the people, he publicly bade Theodore offer
sacrifice to the gods. But Theodore asked that the
emperor entrust him with the most venerable of his
gods, those of gold and silver, that he might take them
home and that the following day he would honor them
in public. The Emperor gave command that Theodore's
request be fulfilled. When the Saint had taken the idols
home, he broke them in pieces and distributed the gold
and silver to the poor by night. The next day a
centurion told Licinius that he had seen a pauper pass
by carrying the head of Artemis. Licinius, in a fury,
had the Saint put to many torments, then crucified.
While upon the cross, the holy Martyr was further
tormented .The next day Licinius sent men to take his
corpse and cast it into the sea; but they found the Saint
alive and perfectly whole. Through this, many
believed in Christ. Seeing his own men turning to
Christ, and the city in an uproar, Licinius had
Theodore beheaded, about the year 320. The Saint's
holy relics were returned to his home on June 8.

We welcome Congresswoman 
Comstock who will attend our 

Divine Liturgy and support 
our Sunday School, Greek 
School, and Ellinomatheia

Program graduations.



June Weekday Liturgical Schedule 
Fri. June 29  Sts. Peter and Paul 

8:15 AM  Orthros, 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy
Fri. June 29 Great Vespers, 7:00 PM (Parish Feast Day)
Sat. June 30  Synaxis of the Holy Apostles

8:15 AM Orthros, 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy

(Gospel Reading Cont.) cross and follow me is not
worthy of me." Then Peter said in reply, "Lo, we
have left everything and followed you. What then
shall we have?" Jesus said to them, "Truly, I say to
you, in the new world, when the Son of man shall sit
on his glorious throne, you who have followed me
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel. And every one who has left houses or
brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or
lands, for my name's sake, will receive a
hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. But many that
are first will be last, and the last first."

Did you know that in 30 days, we
increased our Capital Campaign from
$600,000 to $1.3 MILLION? Find out
how YOU can be a part of this growing
campaign to secure the property in
Ashburn by attending a fireside chat.
See Lia Economou to schedule yours
before summer!

(Cover Message Cont.) The present day of
celebration of the feast of All Saints goes back at
least to St. John Chrysostom, who in one of his
homilies in Constantinople says that the
commemoration of the Martyrs of the Universal
Church was observed on the first Sunday after
Pentecost. All Saints Day has always been observed
not only as an opportunity for the Church to project
to her living membership Christian ideals to be
emulated, but also as an opportunity to establish a
unity between the Triumphant Church of Christ in
heaven and His militant one on earth.


