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April 15, 2018: Thomas Sunday

Why was the stone rolled away from the 
entry to the tomb?

There can hardly be any Christian believer who
doesn’t know that an angel descended from heaven
and rolled away the stone from the entry to the tomb
where the Creator of life lay dead, without breath.
Very few, however really know why the stone was
rolled away. Most people confuse the Lord’s exit
from the tomb and the rolling away of the stone.
They think that the angel came down and rolled away
the stone so that the Lord could emerge, that when
He did so there was an earthquake which terrified the
guards to such an extent that they ‘became as if
dead’. This is not only what ordinary Christians
believe, but even what some of those who preach the
Gospel think. In many icons of the Resurrection, in
fact, both Byzantine and Western, we see the angel
taking away the stone and the Lord emerging from
the tomb, while the guards, terrified at the sight of
Him, fall down as if dead. This is historically
inaccurate! If you study the Gospel of Matthew
carefully, you’ll see that the Lord had emerged from
the tomb before the descent of the angel, the rolling
away of the stone, and the earthquake which
occurred at the same time. The stone was rolled
away, not so that the Lord could emerge, but to
demonstrate that He’d already done so. It was rolled
away so that the myrrh-bearing women could
approach, see the empty tomb and be convinced of
the Resurrection. ‘So they went with the guard and
made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. After the
sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the
tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for
an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came
and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white
as snow. For …(Continued on the back left panel)



GOSPEL READING :
The Gospel According to John
20:19-31

On the evening of that day, the
first day of the week, the doors
being shut where the disciples
were for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them

but the people held them in high honor. And more
than ever believers were added to the Lord,
multitudes both of men and women, so that they
even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid
them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came by at
least his shadow might fall on some of them. The
people also gathered from the towns around
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with
unclean spirits, and they were all healed. But the
high priest rose up and all who were with him, that
is, the party of the Sadducees, and filled with
jealousy they arrested the apostles and put them in
the common prison. But at night an angel of the
Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out
and said, "Go and stand in the temple and speak to
the people all the words of this Life."

In those days, many signs and
wonders were done among the
people by the hands of the
apostles. And they were all
together in Solomon's Portico.
None of the rest dared join them,

and said to them: "Peace be with you." When he had
said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
Then the disciples were glad when they saw the
Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, even so I send you." And
when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said
to them: "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins
of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, one of the
twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him: "We
have seen the Lord." But he said to them: "Unless I
see in his hands the print... (Continued on the back)

EPISTLE READING :
Acts of the Apostles 5:12-20



UPCOMING EVENTS

HAGOC Mother-Daughter 
Tea; Sun. May 20th, 2pm 
Blooming Hill Lavendar
Farm in Purcellville
$15 per person
RSVP by April 28 to Julie 
Burke of the Stewardship

AHEPA Sunday
May 20th,  after Liturgy
Holy Apostles Church
AHEPA Chapter 542 will have a 
memorial for deceased AHEPAns, 
make a presentation, and sponsor 
coffee hour.

HAGOC Vacation Church Camp
June 18th-22nd; 9:30am-12:30pm
This year’s theme is Stepping Stones
in the Divine Liturgy. Open to ages 4-
11. Limited to the first 40 students.
Cost is $45 for 1 child, $85 for 2
siblings, $115 for 3 siblings. Discount

if you Teach! Registration and t-shirt order deadline is 
June 1. The registration form is on our website. Contact 
Denise Lansdell at deniseinvirginia@gmail.com or Asha
Ioanou at nicholas.asha@gmail.com.

Committee (julieacburke@yahoo.com)

Staff applications are now available for Camp Good
Shepherd, the Metropolis of NJ youth camp, which will
be held July 8-14 in Hartfield, VA. Go to our website
for an application.

Philoptochos Meeting
Sun. May 6 th, after Liturgy
Holy Apostles Church

Thank you to our GOYA youth group 
for sponsoring today’s coffee hour. 

Contact Lia (liaecon@comcast.net) if you
would like to sponsor coffee hour in
memory of a loved one or to celebrate a
name day.



UPCOMING EVENTS

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS!
The application submission deadline for the AHEPA
Chapter 542 Scholarship Program is April 16,
2018. Email info@ahepa542.org or call the Chapter
Hotline at 703.493.0897. Awards will be presented
at church on May 20, 2018, AHEPA Sunday.

OCMC Benefit Dinner, St. Katherine Church
Sun. April 22nd, 4:30pm Vespers followed by
dinner and music. $60 per ticket, $500 for a table of
10. More details are in our weekly parish email.
Contact Antonia Chelpon (achelpon@aol.com)

land we are pursuing in Ashburn. Don’t forget to 
turn in your 2018 pledge card. Cards are on the wall 
in the fellowship hall and on our website.

Hope and Joy Meeting
Fri. April 20th,  6-7:15pm
Holy Apostles Church

Stewardship Sunday, April 
22nd,  after Liturgy 
Holy Apostles Church
Join us to hear an update on 
our Stewardship program 
particularly as it relates to the

PAREA (Our Company of 
Friends) Lunch, May 1st
11:30am at Cafesano
RSVP to Marina (703-349-1842)

Stewardship Committee 
Meeting
TODAY,  after Liturgy
Holy Apostles Church

GOYA “Come and See Sunday” 
May 6th,  Holy Apostles Church
Invite a friend to church to learn about and 
witness our faith, followed by lunch at the 
Dulles Town Center. Contact Zoe Skuce.



(Cover message cont.) fear of him the guards
shook and became like dead men. But the angel
said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know
that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.
He is not here; for he has risen*, as he said.
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go
quickly and tell his disciples, He has risen from
the dead’ (Matth. 27, 66-28, 7). As is obvious,
there’s no mention of a sign of the Lord’s
Resurrection here. It’s already happened. The
angel descended to provide the Myrrh-Bearers
with tangible proof of the Resurrection when
they came to the tomb. This is why he rolled
away the stone: so that they could easily go in
and see for themselves that it was empty. Once
he’s told them of the Resurrection, he says that
they can verify the truth of his words by going in
and having a look: ‘ But the angel said to the
women, ‘Come, see the place where the Lord
lay’. In other words, ‘Don’t doubt what I’m
telling you. The Lord has truly risen. If you want
irrefutable proof, there’s the tomb. Check it out
and see for yourselves that it’s empty’. The
Myrrh-Bearers then went in and, once they’d
seen that it was empty, emerged ‘with fear and
great joy’ (Matth. 28, 8). So the stone was rolled
away for the Myrrh-Bearers (and for the
Disciples who ran there shortly afterwards), not
for the Lord. It was lifted to allow the entry of
the Myrrh-Bearers and the Disciples, not the exit
of the Lord. Adding one miracle to another, the
Lord departed the tomb without moving
anything aside. The heavy stone remained in
place, the seals were untouched, the guards were
quietly observing the area when the Lord of Life
and Victor over death emerged from the tomb.
There was no sign as evidence that this had
happened, no noise or sound to indicate what
had happened. Everything was calm and
peaceful. The guards weren’t aware of the
Lord’s Resurrection and emergence from the
tomb and would have continued to guard it for a
long time if the descent of the angel hadn’t
relieved them of the task. Naturally, the great
hymnographers of the Church, who studied the
sacred texts in depth, were well aware of this
detail concerning… (Cont. on the next page)



April Weekday Liturgical Schedule 
Mon. April 23  St. George 8:15 AM Orthros,

9:30 AM Divine Liturgy

(Cover Message Cont. from left panel…) the exit of the
Lord from the tomb, without the stone being removed,
without the seals being destroyed and without the guards
being aware. ‘Indeed, after the miscreants had sealed the
stone You allowed us to see a greater miracle… Come
see, you Jews, how He Who has trampled down death did
not break the seals…’ (Resurrection verse at Lauds, tone
2). ‘Lord, when the tomb had been sealed by the
miscreants, You emerged as You did when the Mother of
God bore You. The bodiless angels did not know of Your
incarnation; nor did the soldiers guarding you realize that
You had risen’ (Resurrection verse at Lauds, tone plagial
1). ‘Lord, as You emerged from the tomb, so did You also
go in to Your disciples, though the doors were locked’
(Ibid). ‘Keeping the seals intact, Christ, You emerged
from the tomb, as You had not unlocked the keys of the
Virgin at Your birth…’ (Tropario of the 6th Ode of the
Easter Canon). ‘Though the tomb was sealed, Christ our
God, You shone as Life from the tomb; and though the
doors were shut, You Who are the Resurrection of all,
came to Your disciples…’ (Dismissal Hymn for Thomas
Sunday) How beautifully and poetically they make the
comparison between the miraculous exit of the Lord from
the sealed tomb and His entry into the locked room where
the Disciples had gathered, or with His birth from His
Virgin and All-Pure Mother.

(Gospel Reading Cont…) of the nails, and place my
finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in his
side, I will not believe.” Eight days later, his disciples
were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The
doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them,
and said: "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas,
"Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your
hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but
believing." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my
God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this
book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may
have life in his name.


