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Beloved Parishioners and Friends, 

    Every year representatives of the Metropolis of New Jersey, clergy and laity, gather together 
for the annual Clergy-Laity Assembly, held in Garfield, New Jersey.  This year I had, once again, 
the privilege of representing our parish, Holy Apostles Church.  I was joined by two members of 
our Parish Council, Paul Orphanides (Parish Council President) and Irene Thomas.  Dwaine 
Thomas accompanied us as an Observer.  His Eminence, Metropolitan Evangelos, chose as the 
theme of this year’s Assembly a passage from the Gospel of St. Matthew (18:3), “Assuredly, I say 
to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

     The Assembly began on Monday, May 8, with the celebration of Orthros and Divine Liturgy.  
The Assembly opened officially with prayers and the blessing of our Hierarch, followed by greet-
ings from various Metropolis representatives.  A truly informative lecture was given at the begin-
ning of our work by a Professor from Catholic University, Rev. Stefanos Alexopoulos, on “Liturgy 
as Catechesis: Unlocking the Treasures of Liturgical Life.”  This lecture helped establish an at-
mosphere of gravity for all that followed, since everything we do as Orthodox Christians is a 
“liturgy” following the Liturgy, of ministry to the world in Christ’s name. 

     His Eminence, Metropolitan Evangelos, offered his Archpastoral Exhortation, explaining his 
reasons for selecting the passage from St. Matthew’s Gospel as our guiding theme.  He be-
seeched the delegates to confront the enormous challenges facing our Church and parishes, em-
phasizing especially the adversities experienced daily by our youth.  We were stunned to learn, 
for example, the extent to which the drug problem has affected our own youth.  And, we were 
deeply saddened to learn that in one parish alone, two young adults recently died of drug over-
doses.  His Eminence went on to stress the urgent need for all parishes to give diligent care to 
ministries dealing with catechesis of adults and youth, in order to strengthen the spiritual lives 
of our faithful.  He underscored the need for young and old alike to faithfully attend the Liturgy 
and, as worshipping communities commit ourselves to living the Faith as a dynamic reality of 
our everyday life.   

     As delegates from our parish we were able to benefit from the Workshops presented, and 
bring home with us concepts for improving our local ministries.  Workshops were offered on 
Religious Education (attended by Irene and Dwaine Thomas), Greek Education (attended by Fr. 
George), Finance/Stewardship/Total Commitment (attended by Paul Orphanides) and Youth 
Ministries.  I can assure our readers of the commitment, devotion and perseverance we dis-
cerned in the words, hearts and minds of all delegates, who long for our Orthodox Church to 
continue its invaluable contribution to the spiritual, moral and cultural formation of our faith-
ful.  We all need to be “converted” in a spiritual sense, to see the dangers lurking in our world 
and, to confront them with the Cross, the Gospel, and the saving Grace of our Lord and Savior.  
May God help us  fulfill the great commission given to us by our Lord, to be a light to the world 
and salt of the earth.  I have no doubt that as members of a parish genuinely devoted to Christ 
and His Church, we can achieve this goal by working together with one mind and one heart.  
May the peace and joy of our Lord sustain us in our journey! 

 

Fr. George 



 

Easter, A Time for Reflection 
We gathered together during Holy Week to celebrate the Passion and Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Our humble 

parish was not only filled with the spiritual love of our Lord and the promise of His Resurrection, but also with a very tangi-

ble confirmation of just how much our beloved congregation has grown over the past decade.  

The sanctuary was almost full each Sunday, and should dispel the myth that our temporary home is sufficient for our future 

needs, as we are literally bursting at the proverbial seams.  

What does this have to do with Holy Week, Pascha and you? We have new families joining our Parish and regularly attend-

ing services virtually every week. Empty seats are getting increasingly difficult to find, and in the not too distant future, we will 

be setting up the folding chairs on a regular basis. So, this is a call for help. We need your personal involvement and your 

financial support to help accelerate our search for and acquisition of a suitable permanent home designed to accommodate 

continued growth! 

We have come a long way, but the journey is not over. Your Future Planning Committee and Parish Council will continue to 

work diligently to locate land so we can build a church or find an existing structure that would meet our needs. The logistical 

and financial challenges of a project like this are formidable. But with everyone’s commitment to pull together as one, we can 

easily achieve our goal. Wouldn’t that be a wonderful affirmation to our Lord, Jesus Christ that our love for Him and His 

House were a true priority in each of our lives?   

I know it is not possible for every parishioner to regularly attend weekly services. But, it is certainly possible for every family 

who calls this Church home, to make their best investment of time, talent and treasure. 

When you come to church for a baptism, memorial service, confes-

sion, wedding, funeral, Divine Liturgy, to partake of  Commun-

ion, or simply for prayer and spiritual renewal, please take a  

moment to ask yourself, what more can I do… how can I give back to 

my spiritual home… the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church? 

Many who attend Christmas and Easter Services are able to give 

generously during these special times, and it is sincerely appreciat-

ed. If you have not done so already, I humbly ask that you please fill 

out your Stewardship Pledge Card now. With this mighty ges-

ture, you allow Your Parish to anticipate growth, plan for the future 

and demonstrate to our lending partners that we have a serious and 

committed congregation who are willing to do what it takes to 

achieve our goal of building a permanent church in which to wor-

ship our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Christos Anesti! 

 

Paul Orphanides 

Parish Council President 

porphanides@myselectproperties.com 
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Weekday Liturgical Schedule for 
June, 2017 

 

June 3 (Saturday)     8:15 AM, Orthros, 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy-
Sat. of Souls 

 

June 28 (Friday) Vespers at Sts. Peter and Paul, Frederick, 
Md  
 

June 29 (Thursday)   8:15 AM, Orthros, 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 
Sts. Peter and Paul  

 

June 29 (Thursday)   7:00PM, Great Verspers 

 

June 30 (Friday)        8:15 AM, Orthros, 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy 



Stewardship 
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My Fellow Parishioners, 

 

Christos Anesti!!  Alithos Anesti!!  What a wonderful Easter season we 
had this year.  I would like to thank each and every one of you for your 
continued generosity.  It is your stewardship and devoted support that 
allow our church not only to operate, but to plan and grow every year 
through the grace of God. 

 

Our Parish Council and church leadership continue to explore options 
for a new, long-term, church facility.  This is not a fast process, but one 
so important that it must be pursued thoughtfully with our entire 
body’s best interests in mind.  As parishioners, one of our most valuable 
inputs is our financial support.   

 

As we enter the Summer season, with all its fun in the sun, I encourage 
you to ensure you have made your stewardship pledge.  If you have not, 
please use the attached pledge card, or simply send your pledge infor-
mation directly to me by email.   

 

Thank you so much for everything each one of your contributes to our 
church family through your faith, talents and financial support.  We are 
a truly incredible community because of you. 

 

It is my honor to serve you.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with 
any questions.  And…make sure to get me your pledge!! 

 

In God’s Service, 

Ron Baldinger 

Chair, Stewardship Committee 

ron.baldinger@gmail.com 

 

2017 Stewardship Pledge (ALL PLEDGES JANUARY- DECEMBER 2017) 

 HOLY APOSTLES GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

 
In faith, prayer and sacrifice, my family and I wish to share in the support and work of the Holy Apostles Greek Or-

thodox Church. We would like to pledge the amount of  

 
$__________ for the year 2017 (through December 2017)  

You may pay via cash, check or online using PayPal at www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org  

 
 

This amount will be paid as follows: 

  

  Annually       Semi-annually       Quarterly        Monthly      Weekly    

Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________ State: ______ Zip: _________    

E-mail: ___________________________________ Phone: __________________ 

Your pledge is strictly confidential.      
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Congratulations 

 GRADUATES! 

Name:  Michael Baldinger 

Parents:  Ron and Mina Baldinger 

Michael is graduating from Hayfield Sec-
ondary School in Alexandria, VA. He 
plans to attend the U.S. Air Force Acade-
my, Colorado Springs, CO. 

Name: Angelo Dacey                                                                                                           

Parents: Panayiotis and Athanasia Dacey 

Angelo is a senior in high school and graduating 
this coming June 2017! Angelo is already in the 
Path to baccalaureate enrolled to start in the fall 
of 2017 at Northern Virginia Community College 
in order to pursue a career as an engineer. 

Name: Annamaria Kendrat 

Parents: Bill and Kathy Kendrat 

Annamaria is graduating from Loudoun 
County High School. She plans to attend 
St. Andrews University in Scotland, UK! 

Name: Connor Danigelis  

Parents: Paul and Mea Danigelis 

Connor will receive his Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Michigan State University 
on May 6th. He will be employed by Bank 
of America in Chicago. 
 

Name: Yanni Kouiroukidis 

Parents: Sofia and Nikolaos Kouiroukidis 

Yanni is graduating from Rock Ridge High School, 
Ashburn. He was accepted to Virginia Common-
wealth University and Old Dominion University. He 
decided to attend the Pathway to Baccalaureate Pro-
gram at NOVA for two years and then transfer later.  

Parishioner in the News: John Gabriel is named Loudoun County’s Principal of the Year for 
2017 (excerpt from the Loudoun Times -Mirror, April, 27, 2017) 

 

This year’s Loudoun County Principal of the Year is John 
Champe High School’s John Gabriel. Gabriel has been principal 
of John Champe since 2011 when it was still in planning before 
opening in 2012.  Before that, he was assistant principal at Park 
View High School, English department chair at Falls Church 
High, and has taught high school English in Virginia and New 
Jersey. 
 

“Everybody thinks their school is special and unique, but, trust 
me this is different. We are special and unique,” said Gabriel. 
“Frankly I am humbled and very thankful.” 
 

John Gabriel is also a finalist for Washington Post’s Principal of 
the Year for 2017. 
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What Makes a Dad 

 

God took the strength of a mountain,  

The majesty of a tree,  

The warmth of a summer sun,  

The calm of a quiet sea,  

The generous soul of nature,  

The comforting arm of night,  

The wisdom of the ages,  

The power of the eagle's flight,  

The joy of a morning in spring,  

The faith of a mustard seed,  

The patience of eternity,  

The depth of a family need,  

Then God combined these qualities,  

When there was nothing more to add,  

He knew His masterpiece was com-

plete,  

And so, He called it ... Dad 

Author Unknown  

     Mother* 
 

If I could give you diamonds 

for each tear you cried for me 

If I could give you sapphires 

for each truth you've helped me see. 

 

If I could give you rubies 

for the heartache that you've known 

If I could give you perls 

for the wisdom that you've shown 

 

Then you'll have a treasure, mother, 

that would mount up to the skies 

That would almost match 

the sparkle in your kind and loving 

eyes 

 

But I have no pearls, no diamonds, 

as I'm sure you're well aware 

So I'll give you gifts more precious 

my devotion, love and care 

by Leslie Kissire  

 *Shared with us by Parea! 

Girls having fun at the Mother-Daughter Tea on Sun-
day, April 30th at the home of Stewardship Committee 
member, Julie Burke. It was such a hot day that hot tea 
was replaced with mimosa ice for the moms and an ice 
cream sundae bar for the girls! 

 

 To my children …  

      If  I had to  choose  

between loving you  

and  breathing…  

I would use my last breath  

to tell you…  

I Love You! 

Author not found 
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Sunday School 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 As I am recollecting our orators' 
speeches, the following thoughts come 
to my mind: 

1) How many times our Father George 
has told us that the Orthodox Church 
throughout the ages has maintained a 
continuity of faith and love with the 
apostolic community which was found-
ed by Christ and sustained by the Holy 
Spirit? 

2) How many times, Father George, 
during his sermons, has stressed that it 
is in the Church that the Christian Faith 
is proclaimed and maintained. It is 
through the Church that all individuals, 
especially the young ones are nurtured 
in the Faith? 

3) How many times my Beloved Sunday 
School Teachers and Choir Instructors 
have included similar messages in their 
Sunday School lessons or sang, beauti-
fully, hymns that include such ideas? 

 The 2017 Holy Apostles Oratorical 
Festival homilies, once again made us  

Participants in the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival held at our 
Holy Apostles church on Sunday, March 19.  

 

On April 22 our Holy Apostles Sunday School orators, Paris Economou, Lizzie 

Emch, Christina Kendrat, and Marlene Ortiz participated in the regional St. 

John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival held in Norfolk, presenting fantastic 

homilies indeed! 

realize that  Father George’s sermons 
are extremely inspiring and that our 
Sunday School seeds find “fertile 
ground”. 

 All of our excellent orators offered to 
their audience, speeches with clear 
main points and organized in such a 
way that kept all attendees listening 
attentively. 

Once again, Congratulations to Paris 
Economou, Lizzie Emch, Christina 
Kendrat, and Marlene Ortiz for par-
ticipating in the regional St. John 
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival held 
in Norfolk, VA on April 22. 

  A big Thanks also goes to the par-
ents who drove with our Orators all 
the way to Norfolk - Our St Apostles 
community, is blessed with wonder-
ful parents and children. 

God Bless! 

Ergini B. Martnishn 

Sunday School Director 

ergini@aol.com 
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Greek School and Ellinomatheia Program Celebrated Greek 

Independence Day at Holy Apostles and the Hellenic Center, 

March 25, 2017 
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Hope and Joy 

On May 13th we returned 
to the Loudoun County 
Youth Shelter in 
Leesburg for a visit: we 
had visited around 
Christmas, and it was a 
real pleasure to go back in the springtime, especially 
with the spirit of Pascha still very much alive in our 
children’s hearts. Having fellowship with the needy 
adolescents/teens at the shelter provides our children 
a perfect opportunity to glorify God by serving hu-
manity in His name. For our springtime visit we pre-
pared and enjoyed with the residents a Greek salad 
luncheon.  

  

As the end of the school year approaches, we look 
forward to sharing back with our children all the 
great memories we’ve made across 2016-2017 having 
fun, making friends, and exploring the faith.  

  

We wish all of you a blessed summer! 

Ava Walter & Ashley Joiner 

 

Ashley Joiner (ashleydjoiner@gmail.com)  

& Ava Walter (avamwalter@gmail.com)  

Hope and Joy Co-Directors 

Loudoun County Youth Shelter in Leesburg  

 

Christos Anesti! 

 

As we commenced our Lent journey, we prayed for the 
Lord to give us and our youth the strength to overcome all 
worldly passions. A recent article from the Department of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries stated: “It can be easy 
to focus on the negative side of Lent: abstaining from cer-
tain foods and drinks. Yet the next 40 days aren’t a move-
ment away from anything. Instead, they’re a movement 
towards something. Or, better yet, a movement towards 
someone: Christ. And this movement to Christ isn’t lim-
ited to what we eat and when we go to Church services. 
Every moment can be a part of our Journey to Pascha.”  

With that in mind, our GOYAns participated in the 4th 
Salutation service on March 24th,  were involved in the 
church Spring Cleaning on April 1st, Palm Folding on Sat-
urday of Lazarus on April 7th, decorating the Epitaphio on 
Good Friday, April 14th and all other services leading to 
Pascha on Sunday, April 16th.   

On February 19th, the GOYAns organized an amazing spir-
itual/talent show to honor the Yiayias and Pappous of our 
church. All parishioners were invited to enjoy a home-
made luncheon prepared by our amazing GOYA Parent 
Chefs and served by our GOYAns. We all enjoyed watch-
ing our GOYAns shine through presenting their research 
on their favorite Orthodox Saint (please read their articles 
included in this FOS Newletter), playing violin (Andreas 
Voyages was phenomenal!), singing and guitar playing by 
(Christina Kendrat, Lizzie Emch and our guest Sophia 
Abousamra brought tears of joy and amazement), superb 
Singing Hymns (Annamaria, Luke and Christina Kendrat), 
organizing a Spiritual Trivia Game (Zoe Skuce and Athena 
Lansdell), and cheering for our Master of Ceremony 
(Yanni Kouiroukidis and Luke Kendrat).  We thank Father 
George, Presvytera, the past PC President, Mr. Nicholas 
Kass, his wife Dina and all his family for attending, Mrs. 
Marina Blair as well as many more wonderful parishioners 
who took time to cheer for our talented youth and inspire 
them to excel in everything they do in the name of our 
Lord.  

On Saturday, February 25th, GOYAns and GOYA Parents 
met at Christy Lisciandro’s home in Ashburn to prepare 
for GOYA Consignment Store Fundraiser which took place 
on March 11th at St. Theresa in Ashburn from 8am to 5pm. 
It was an amazing production line watching the GOYAns 
sorting clothes and toys by age group, placing price tags 
and GOYA Parents steaming and ironing all donated 
items.  Our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all who 
participated in this fundraiser and special thanks to Chris-
ty for hosting the event. Profits of this fundraiser will go to 
the Church Building Fund.  

GOYA                                          

mailto:ashleydjoiner@gmail.com
mailto:avamwalter@gmail.com


GOYA cont..                                          

On March 19th, GOYA sponsored a Spring Bake Sale Fund-
raiser to benefit the Church Building Fund and the Ortho-
dox Monasteries in Pennsylvania. We thank all the GOYA 
Parents and GOYAns who put on their baking hats and 
made Lenten and non-Lenten items at their homes. For the 
3rd year in a row, GOYA also had a sleepover visit to Agia 
Skepi Monastery on the weekend of April 22nd and 23rd. 
Our special thanks and gratitude to our key coordinator 
Mrs. Athanasia Dacey for contacting the monastery and 
arranging all the necessary logistics during our stay.  

 

May our Lord Jesus Christ bless you and your family with 
good health and peace of mind and may the Panagia pro-
tect us all and light up our youth’s path always. Thank you 
for your continued support as we proceed with our mission 
to serve the Lord, its church and its community.  

 

With much love and gratitude,  

 

Sofia Kouiroukidis 

kkouirouk@gmail.com 
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GOYA - Fr. George speaking to the GOYAns at their monthly meeting 

GOYA -  Palm Folding 



GOYA cont..                                         
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 Orthodox Book Club 

We have selected a New Book! 
 

Currently reading My Elder Joseph the Hesychast by Elder Ephra-
im.  

We have completed the discussion of chapter one through four. 
This book is rich of thoughts that inspire us to reflect on our inner 
self and enhances our spiritual growth. We meet every other Friday 
at 5:30pm at church. However, schedule is subject to change due to 
unforeseen individual circumstances. Please let Sofia Kouiroukidis 

know by contacting her at 
kkouirouk@gmail.com   if you 
are interested to join our spiritu-
al discussions and so that you 
can be notified of any changes.  

Even though we have started the 

discussion of this newly selected 

book, please do not hesitate to 

join us. You will still benefit 

greatly! Guaranteed!  

 

Sincerely, 

Sofia Kouiroukidis 

Philoptochos 
We are in the midst of a busy spring.  Many thanks to everyone who 
donated cereal to the Love Your Neighbor/Feed Your Neighbor Loudoun 
community collection.  We collected an overwhelming 100 boxes that 
were delivered to Loudoun Hunger Relief.  Thank you all so much! 

May is our annual LAWS (Loudoun Abused Women’s Shelter) gift card 
drive.  We collect $25 or less, new gift cards from Target, Wal-Mart, gro-
cery stores and gas stations during the month of May.  LAWS provides 
free, confidential services to adults and children who are victims of do-
mestic violence and child abuse.  Thank you for helping us in this worthy 
cause. 

We hope you were able to join us on Monday, May 8th at Burton’s Bar & 
Grill for ladies night.  We are planning another ladies evening on Tues-
day, June 6th at Coopers Hawk in Ashburn.  Hope to see you there! 

Finally, if you are looking for that special gift for graduation, weddings or 
baptisms, please take a look at our bookstore.  We have icons and books 
that would make lovely gifts. 

We hope all the mothers of our community had a happy Mother’s Day! 

 

Alexis Cleveland 

apcphiloptochos@gmail.com 

Holy Protection (Ayia Skepi) visit April 22-23  

mailto:kkouirouk@gmail.com
mailto:apcphiloptochos@gmail.com
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PAREA 

Christos Anesti! Christ is Risen!  

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ!  

I pray that you all had a wonderful Easter!  

Our May PAREA took place at CAFESANO and we 
had such a great gathering!  Kristina thanks for sug-
gesting this venue! 

During the month of June our PAREA will be spon-
soring the coffee hour.  Please let Marina know if you 
wish to offer any treats.  During the month of June we 
will also be collecting eyeglasses and sunglasses again 
this year for the Lion’s Club.  These glasses are 
cleaned, processed, and given to people who cannot 
afford to buy new glasses.  Please support this won-
derful effort.  

Our June PAREA will take place on Tuesday, June 
13th, (the second Tuesday of the month), at the 
Mediterranean Breeze at 12:00 noon. Please give Mari-
na a call so we know how many will be attending.  

During the months of July and August PAREA will be 
in hiatus. With God’s grace we will gather again on 
Tuesday, September 5th at Mimi’s Café.  

On behalf of our wonderful PAREA family, I would 
like to wish all our parishioners a safe  and  Parea’s May luncheon at Cafesano 

blessed summer. See you in September! Our 
PAREA will be waiting for you!  
 

In His Everlasting Mercy, 
 

Marina Blair 

PAREA Chair 

blairmarina@gmail.com   

mailto:blairmarina@gmail.com
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The Icon for the feast of Pentecost is also called the De-
scent of the Holy Spirit, as it is a depiction of the 
event described in the Book of Acts (Acts 2:1-4) when the 
Holy Spirit descended as tongues of fire upon the Apos-
tles gathered together and enabled them to preach in 
different languages. However, the Feast of Pentecost is 
not only the commemoration of an historical event, but a 
celebration of a present reality: the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in the Church. Likewise, the Icon for Pentecost is 
much more than the depiction of a past event.  
The presence of the Apostle Paul in the icon, even 
though at that time he had not yet converted on the road 
to Damascus, hints that this icon is more than a purely 
historical picture. Sometimes, the evangelists Luke and 
Mark are also shown, despite also not having been pre-
sent in the upper chamber at Pentecost. The gathering, 
then, is a representation of the Church. The Apostles are 
seated in a semi-circle, representing a unity and harmony 
similar to that found in Icons of the Holy Trinity. As in 
icons of the Holy Trinity, a semi-circle, rather than a full 
circle, is used so that we as observers are drawn into the 
unity. 
The source of their unity is in another semi-circle at the 
top of the icon, showing the descent of the Holy Spirit. 
From the blue semi-circle (c.a. mandorlas) a single ray of 
light for each of those gathered shines down to illumine 
them. Sometimes the “tongues of fire” described in Acts 
are shown at the tips of the rays, ready to descend upon 
the Apostles. Other times, the tongues of fire are shown 
already within the halos of each of the seated Saints. 
Some icons of Pentecost show a dove, either within the 
mandorla at the top of the icon, or even descending upon 
those gathered in the upper chamber. Given the appear-
ance of the Holy Spirit as a dove during Christ’s Baptism, 
it is understandable that this physical image of the Spirit 
is also used in Pentecost icons. However, the Holy Spirit 
appeared as tongues of flame at Pentecost, and a dove at 
Christ’s Baptism, being – in reality – neither of these 
things. Therefore it is inappropriate to depict the Holy 
Spirit as a dove at Pentecost, or indeed in any icon except 
those for the Theophany feast. 
At the bottom of the Icon is another semi-circle, showing 
an old king against a dark background. He is often 
named as Kosmos and represents the world. He is 
crowned as a symbol of earthly authority – i.e. he repre-
sents all the peoples of the world, rather than the whole 
of creation. He is sat “in darkness and the shadow of 
death” (Luke 1:79), and is aged to show the corruptibility 
of the world. Yet he also holds a blanket containing 
scrolls representing Apostolic teaching (compare with 
the scrolls held by the Apostles in the Icon itself and “the 
meaning of objects held by saints in icons“).  

Though in darkness, the descent of 
the Holy Spirit has not only reached 
the Apostles, but also all corners of 
the world into which the Apostles 
will preach the Gospel. The Empty 
Seat A striking aspect of the Pen-
tecost Icon is the empty space at the 
centre, between the Apostles Peter 
and Paul. This central seat is a place 
of honour, the “Teacher’s Seat” around which the Apostles 
are gathered. Why is it empty? Because it is the seat Christ 
should be sitting in, Who has ascended physically into 
Heaven. Yet Jesus promised many times that though He 
would leave them physically, He would instead give to 
them the Holy Spirit as a comforter, advocate, and guide. 
This promise was first realized at Pentecost, and is still true 
today. Therefore, the Icon, which is also an Icon of the 
Church, shows the Apostles gathered in unity, sustained by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, surrounding Christ Who is 
invisibly present. The world, Cosmos, is at their feet, ready 
and waiting to be harvested through the passing on of 
Christ’s teaching. 

Some icons of Pentecost show 
Mary the Mother of God in the 
centre, occupying the “Teacher’s 
Seat”. Surviving icons of this sort 
are usually western (the above 
comes from the border between 
Finland and Russia). Mary was 
present at Pentecost, though as 
already mentioned, the icon is 
not primarily a historical snap-

shot of the event. The Theotokos’ presence in the centre is 
not problematic though, as she is the ultimate exemplar of 
a Christian. With Jesus Christ ascended into Heaven, the 
Holy Spirit acts within people, and through the Saints 
Christ is manifested in the world. Mary is therefore shown 
in the “teacher’s seat” as the best example we have, and the 
person on earth who most resembled Jesus Christ (both 
physically, as His mother, and spiritually as His disciple). 
Nevertheless, the “empty” seat is a more widespread and, I 
believe, more impressive image of both Pentecost and the 
Church. The Apostles are seated as equals, with no individ-
ual among them taking the central seat of authority. They 
don’t need to. Their unity as the Body of Christ is sustained 
through the real “Vicar of Christ”: the Holy Spirit. 
 
Blessed are You, O Christ our God, who made fisherman all-wise, 
by sending down upon them the Holy Spirit, and through them, 
drawing all the world into Your net. O Loving One, glory be to 
You. (Apolytikion for Pentecost)  (Posted on June 14, 2011 by 

iconreader) 

Pentecost Icon as an Icon of the Church 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202:1-4&version=NKJV
https://iconreader.wordpress.com/2011/02/20/icon-of-the-holy-trinity/
https://iconreader.wordpress.com/2011/01/29/the-mandorla-in-icons-revealing-mystery/
https://iconreader.wordpress.com/2011/01/06/baptism-of-christ-the-theophany-icon/
https://iconreader.wordpress.com/2011/05/15/what-do-the-objects-held-by-saints-in-icons-mean/
https://iconreader.wordpress.com/2011/05/15/what-do-the-objects-held-by-saints-in-icons-mean/
https://iconreader.wordpress.com/2011/06/14/pentecost-icon-as-an-icon-of-the-church/
https://iconreader.wordpress.com/author/iconreader/
https://iconreader.wordpress.com/2011/06/14/pentecost-icon-as-an-icon-of-the-church/


Page 14 The Light  To Φως 

 

 

 

Easter Celebration 

 

Save the Date! 
 

Annual Holy Apostles Parish Picnic 
Saturday, Aug. 26 

12:00-3:00 
Ashburn Farm Windmill Pavilion 

 

Organized by the Stewardship Committee. 

All parishioners are invited! An online signup 

and RSVP will be emailed closer to the date. 

Christ is Risen! 

The Blair family would like to thank all 
the members of our beloved church fami-
ly who came out and attended our 3rd 
Easter Sunday Potluck Celebration with 
us!  Father George honored us with his 
presence.  The lamb on the spit was deli-
cious, as were all the great dishes and 
desserts that were prepared with so much 
love and care!  Thank you to all the great 
cooks and bakers!  A special thank you 
goes out to Takis Dacey, Robert Blair, An-
gelo Dacey and George Blair who pre-
pared and roasted the lamb!  We hope 
and pray that our Lord will continue to 
bestow on us the blessing of celebrating 
all together as a family for many years to 
come! 

Marina, Robert, Alexia and George Blair 
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AHEPA 542 Is Growing Again 
As one of the fastest growing AHEPA Chapters 
in the United States, the home chapter to Holy 
Apostles GOC is growing again. 3 new members 
were added at a recent meeting giving the Chap-
ter a new level of diversity while at the same 
time maintaining many of the AHEPA member 
core values. 
While all three members come to us from differ-
ent parts of the USA, each found our parish first and discovered 
the benefits of AHEPA, too. AHEPA members are proud of the 
contributions the ancient Greeks gifted to Western Civilization. As 
Americans, we share many of the values put forth by them: civic 
responsibility, philanthropy, education, family and individual ex-
cellence, and the ideals of democracy. What makes AHEPA unique 
from other organizations is the creation of the AHEPA Family. 
Together with three affiliated organizations, the AHEPA Family 
works as a unit toward the fulfillment of a common mission as we 
are confident that each will be solid contributors to both the 
AHEPA and Holy Apostles communities. 

Elton Roshi came to this metro from Southwestern VA by 
accepting a position in the banking sector. He quickly found our 
church and became convinced that joining our chapter would only 
add to his overall experience. Sotirios Kospanos was a proud mem-
ber of AHEPA Chapter 209 in Middletown, OH and when moving 
here, after finding our parish, he sought out this Chapter to trans-
fer his membership. George  Taktikos, a recent graduate of Geor-
gia Tech, moved here to accept a position with Lockheed. While 
conducting business with one of our own members, Pete Marga-
ros, he was quickly steered to our church and to join our Chapter. 
We look forward to growing even more with more applications 
that have been submitted and several others considering applying. 
If you haven’t checked us out lately, there’s a lot happening. Visit 
us at www.ahepa542.org to learn more 

about our dynamic Chapter and apply 
today! 
 
Email: info@ahepa542.org  

mailto:info@ahepa542.org
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Epitaphio-Altar Fund Committee 

 
Xristos Anesti! 

   The Easter Flowers/Altar Fund Committee would like to thank whole-
heartedly all of our Parishioners for their generous donations and 
their contributions of  paper goods! Your support made it possible for 
our Church to be adorned with lovely fresh flowers during the Lenten 
season, as well our Epitaphio.  We appreciate everyone that dedicated 
their time to help with the Annual Spring Cleaning and the decoration 
of the Epitaphio. A special thank you to all our beautiful flower girls! 
Your donations will help the Altar Fund Committee purchase a "brand 
new" Epitaphio (Kouvouklion) and any other ecclesiastical items 

our Church may need. God Bless you! 

 

Holy Friday Flower Girls Church Spring Cleaning 

Thank you, 

Mariana Korulaki    
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Ministries Contact List 
CLERGY     

Rev. Father George Alexson frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com (cell) 703-314-6421 

Deacon         Deacon Harry Chelpon   

STAFF     

Office Manager Lia Economou liaecon@comcast.net, 
703-421-3812 

Protopsalti Nick Grivas papounico3@aim.com 

      

PARISH COUNCIL     

President Paul Orphanides paulo@novahometeam.com 

Vice President Greg Joiner gregjoiner@gmail.com 

Secretary Nick Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com 

Treasurer Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net 

Vice Treasurer George Mokhiber  geodebmok@comcast.net  

Additional Members Greg Cherpes gcherpes@yahoo.com 

  Kathy Kendrat kmkendrat@aol.com  

  Niki Lelis   nlelis@gmail.com 

 Tom Skuce tskuce@powerconseps.com 

 Irene Thomas irene.thomas1@verizon.net  

 Nick Zangos achsah1@cox.net 

SCHOOLS     

Ellinomatheia Program Atnanasia Dacey sdacey@comcast.net 

Greek School Vasilia Ravaris vasilia@live.com 

Sunday School Ergini Martnishn ergini@aol.com 

MINISTRIES, COMMITTEES, AND ASSOCIATIONS     

Altar Boys Fr. George Alexson frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com 

Altar Fund Fr. George Alexson frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com 

Church Choir Elpida Skuce archelles@yahoo.com 

Easter Flowers Committee  Mariana Korulaki 
Presvytera Joanna 

k.mariana@hotmail.com 
frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com 

Festival Committee Greg Cherpes gcherpes@yahoo.com 

Future Planning Committee Paul Orphanides porphanides@myselectproperties.com 

Gala Committee Kristina Ayoub 
Asha Ioanou 

ktsiakos@yahoo.com 
nicholas.asha@gmail.com 

GOYA Sofia Kouiroukidis 
Lillian Funk 

KKouirouk@gmail.com 
lilyfunk@hotmail.com 

GOYA Boys’ Basketball Team Dimitrios Stratakos dimitristratakos@verizon.net 

Greek Dance Troupe Maria Plevrakis maroudi@hotmail.com  

HOPE and JOY Ashley Joiner 
Ava Walter 

ashleydjoiner@gmail.com 
avamwalter@gmail.com 

Molon Lave AHEPA Chapter 542 Dean Economou deaneconomou@ymail.com 

Orthodox Book Club Sofia Kouiroukidis KKouirouk@gmail.com 

PAREA Marina Blair 
Kristina Ayoub 

blairmarina@gmail.com 
ktsiakos@yahoo.com 

Philoptochos Alexis Cleveland eacleveland@msn.com 

Prosfora  Fr. George Alexson  frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com 

 Effie Koutsourais emkouts1@aol.com 

Stewardship Committee Ron Baldinger ron.baldinger@gmail.com 

Vacation Church Camp Denise Lansdell deniseinvirginia@gmail.com 

 Asha Ioanou nicholas.asha@gmail.com 

Webmaster Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net 
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