
As we wind through the summer 
months fi nishing up our vacations and 
getting the kids ready for school again, 
I can tell you that there has been plenty 
going on behind the scenes at the Greek 
Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County.  
Preparations are underway for the new 
Sunday School year and you’ll start 
seeing opportunities to sign your chil-
dren up very soon.  I remember when 
we fi rst started how short the conversa-

tion was about whether or not we even try to organize a Sunday 
School while we were at the Holiday Inn, or would it be better to 
wait until we get a more permanent home. Our Parish belongs as 
much to our children as it does to the parents.  The debate was 
short and I think you’ll agree that our Sunday School is a top notch 
program with over 100 children participating last year.  I’d like 
to take this time to thank Nick Zangos who runs our program and 
his wonderful staff of volunteer teachers that dedicate their time 
and effort every week. Teaching our children is much more than 
showing up each week and running the class.  A lot of time is spent 
during the week getting ready for each Sunday’s class.  Thanks 
again to our staff for all their hard work.

At about the same time we’re signing up for Sunday School, you’ll 
see our Greek School registration start up.  There is a change in 
leadership of our Greek School that I’d like to announce.  Susan 
Dorn, our fi rst Director who has spent so much of her time and 
effort to build our Greek School program from scratch and make 
sure that it is as successful as it has been is stepping down from 
that role as her role as Secretary of the Parish Council and Com-
munications Committee chairperson expand.  Susan, thank you so 
much for all the extra time you have put into building the founda-
tion of our Greek School program and making it so successful.  
Your hard work is truly appreciated!  

With that being said I’d like to welcome Vasilia Ravaris who will 
be taking Susan’s place as our Greek School Principal as a result 
of a unanimous vote by the Parish Council.  Vasilia has been part 
of our program from the beginning as one of our teachers and she 
is more than qualifi ed to organize and run our Greek School pro-
grams.  Congratulations Vasilia and good luck!

There have been many other efforts going on during the summer 
months.  Our facilities manager Spiro Anthony has fi nally secured 
our fi nal and permanent Building Permit from Loudoun County. 
Believe me when I tell you this was no small feat, and Spiro’s 
constant work in pursuit of this permit is much appreciated.  Spiro 
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 is also reconfi guring the upstairs classrooms for the upcoming 
school seasons (Greek and Sunday School) and running the gas 
lines so that we have central heat this winter.  I’m sure a lot of you 
remember just how cold it gets in our church during the winter 
months with the small heater barely able to get the temperature to 
55 degrees.  That won’t be an issue anymore.  At the same time, 
Niki Lelis our Treasurer has been leading a team that has been han-
dling the implementation of our new ParishSoft software for trea-
sury, stewardship, etc…moving us away from are internal excel 
spreadsheets and Quick Books software to a much more effi cient 
database program designed specifi cally for church book keeping 
and organization.  The construction audit has been completed suc-
cessfully and the 2009 Treasury audit is about to get underway. 
The General Assembly (24 Oct) and Stewardship Sunday (14 Nov) 
dates have been planned and preparations are already underway 
for those events. The list goes on and I can assure you that your 
Parish Council has had a busy summer working multiple issues.

This brings me to the Priest Fund.  I have to say that I’m surprised 
and impressed with the results to date.  The status of the fund is 
that we have approximately $81,000 pledged and just under half 
of that paid to date.  For all those who have made a pledge we 
thank you.  More good news for us is that the $81,000 donated to 
date has come from about 60 of those on our mailing list of over 
450!  Trying to raise money over the summer months when church 
attendance is a little lighter and everyone is on vacation is typically 
a tough task.  We’ve done great so far, and there are many who are 
part of our church who haven’t had an opportunity yet to fi ll out a 
pledge form.  So with that said I believe that we will hit our goal 
of $150,000 soon as we get a letter campaign and targeted email 
campaign out to the masses.  His Eminence is standing by and 
waiting for us to give him our commitment that we’re ready to pay 
for a full time priest…I believe that we’re close to giving him that 
commitment.

It’s an exciting time for our Parish as the next logical step in our 
evolution is upon us.  A full time Priest that we can call our own 
will lead to our permanent name, our acquisition of land, and of 
course the building of our church.  We’re still in start up mode 
but have been growing by leaps and bounds and we should all be 
proud of our progress to date.  The sky is the limit for us and I look 
forward to continuing this journey with all of you.  

 In His Service,

 -Bill
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703-216-9999
KELLER WILLIAMS
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Loudoun Gateway

703.430.9008 x 2011

We Appreciate Your Business!
You have nothing to lose.  It’s satisfaction guaranteed!

"Special addendums required"

That’s right ... If you purchase your next home from , move in, and

find out you don’t absolutely love it - will sell it for free* (for up
to six months after settlement). How can we make such an offer? Because we’re confident
that our group of hand picked professionals are trained to listen and are dedicated to finding
the “perfect home” for you. After all, it is, potentially, the single most important purchase of
your life! That’s why we are willing to work for FREE if your new home isn’t everything you
expected it to be. Whether your are selling or buying ... Select

Diane Boone & Company
Diane Boone & Company

Diane Boone & Company.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Does your agent offer you a

“Love It or Leave It”
Guarantee when you buy your home from them?

HOPE & JOY
HOPE & JOY will be participating in the “Walk for Shelter” 
walk-a-thon for the Good Shepherd Alliance Homeless shelter 
on Saturday, September 18 at 9:00 am. 

All parishioners are encouraged to join us to help out this won-
derful cause.  Look for more details coming up in the church’s 
Sunday bulletin. 

Please sign your children up for HOPE (ages 5-8) and JOY (ages 
9-12) if you have not already done so. We will have registra-
tion forms available at church beginning in September. We have 
many exciting events and activities for our youth which bring 
them closer to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and closer to 
each other in Orthodox Christian fellowship. 

For more information on our HOPE & JOY program, please 
contact Kathy Kendrat at kmkendrat@aol.com or (703) 669-
5865.

GOYA
ATTENTION ALL YOUTH IN 7th – 12th grade!

Saturday, September 25th – 4:00-8:00pm at Rivercreek

Come join GOYA (Our Church’s Youth group) for worship, 
fellowship, service and witness. The Kick-off meeting for 
parents and youth is after Church on September 19th. The 
following Saturday, we will come together for a Potluck 
Picnic in Leesburg. We want your ideas to help make this 
a successful and FUN year.  Our goal is to unite our teens 
in fellowship. We will plan social activities (with other 
Churches too), participate in community service and serve 
our Church.

If you want to get involved or have questions, contact  
Debbie Kangelaris (703) 742-8737 / Kangelaris@msn.com.

The Light is published every two months by the Communications Committee of the Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County. The next 
deadline for content is October 15th. Contact Susan Dorn at ssdorn@aol.com for details. 

The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun
21580 Atlantic Blvd., Bldg. D, Unit 160 
Dulles, VA  20166 
www.greekorthodoxloudoun.org
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The Philoptochos
Summer is over and Fall is here. I hope you enjoyed a won-
derful, relaxing, fun summer. Vacation and visiting family 
and friends make summers memorable for all of us.

Starting in September, our monthly meetings will be chang-
ing to the THIRD TUESDAY of the month, at 7:00pm. We 
will be meeting at church most of the time. We are also 
looking to hold a few meetings at some of our homes, to 
change it up a bit!  I hope you all can join us.

Yiayia’s Bake Shop and Book Store did well during our 
Church Festival this past June.  It would not have been a 
success without all of your help throughout the weekend  
so, a big thank you to each of you!   We also had help from 
Amphora Bakery.  Thank you for the use of your ovens. 
Baking all 45 trays of baklava in two hours, saved the day! 
Also, Apple Spice Junction in Herndon helped greatly 
allowing us to prepare and bake all the Kourabiedes in 
their kitchen. They have offered their kitchen for any other 
baking we might need. Having this kind of help from our 
community is a lifesaver. So please, when you visit these 
establishments say thank you.  Also, a big thank you goes 
to Lula Hios and Maria Mathios of St. George Church who 
made the delicious galatoboureko for us. It was a big hit!

This year we are planning to do two local community 
projects in addition to helping our Church community. 
We’ll continue to sponsor our Brunch with Santa and help  
Holy Protection Monastery, by purchasing Vasilopita and 
Tsoureki from them. Also, our Philoptochos is part of the 
Children’s Agape Foundation of the Greater Washington 
Metro Area Philoptochos Societies. We assist families who 
cannot meet the medical expenses for their sick children.   

Come fall, we’d like to grow our membership. We know 
that with our work schedule and the children’s  schedule  
attending a meeting, can be tough.  Please don’t let that be a 
determining factor to becoming a member. You can still be 
a member, by helping out  in other ways.  Your membership 
money helps us defray the cost of buying baking supplies. 
It helps church members in need. It provides a donation to 
the Agape Foundation and helps us provide flowers for Eas-
ter, just to name a few.  Being a member helps you become 
more involved with our growing church community. 

Hope to see you at our next meeting.

Cynthia Smith- President 
Anna Tjoumas- Vice President 
Alexis Cleveland- Secretary 
Tracey Alexandrou- Treasurer
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Catechetical School
TO ALL THE PARENTS AND GUARDIANS OF OUR SUNDAY 
SCHOOL STUDENTS:

On behalf of all of the Sunday school teachers and staff, we want to 
welcome your children to our new academic year. We have many 
returning teachers and some new ones with great ideas and plans 
for this year; please see the teacher roster for 2010-2011.  We hope 
that you will encourage your children to attend regularly and that 
you will participate in their learning process by asking questions 
about what they are learning and reinforcing the topics at home. 
They will be memorizing prayers, learning about the Church 
saints, reading Bible stories and, basically, all of the essentials to 
our Orthodox Christian faith.

We will continue with some changes made last year. We are 
currently accepting pre-school students who are turning 4 by 
December 31, 2010. In addition, in order to receive a completion 
certificate in June, 2011 students must attend at least 50% of all 
scheduled classes. Each teacher will be keeping an attendance 
book to insure proper record keeping. In keeping a consistency 
with the area public school calendar we have made some adjust-
ments to our schedule; please see the Sunday school calendar for 
2010-2011.  Most important, please encourage, and have your 
child attend church school each Sunday. Consistency is critical to 
learning and retaining the information learned in class. 

We would also like to bring your attention to some policies that 
are in place to keep our children safe and our space clean. There 
is no eating upstairs. The space upstairs is used by many different 
organizations and we need to insure that the area is kept tidy; they 
should also finish their prosphoro before going upstairs. Children 
may not partake in coffee hour foods until after Sunday school, 
and church service, has ended.  In addition, students and parents 
should be in church for the Liturgy and should refrain form going 
upstairs until Sunday school has started.  Furthermore, for their 
safety, no one should be upstairs unless an organization is using 
the space. Going along with the safety theme, only children and 
Sunday school teachers/staff should remain upstairs. Once your 
child is comfortable in their class, the parents should return to 
church. The Sunday school staff will monitor your children and 
return them to you after Sunday school; if there is a need for a 
child to leave early, please notify their teachers. We encourage 
that the younger children be picked up the parents or guardians at 
the end of the instruction, approximately 12:00 noon.  If another 
person is to pick up a child, please provide a note identifying the 
person and giving permission for the instructor to release your 
child to this person.

We are very much looking forward to a great year ahead. We hope 
you will be active in your child’s spiritual education. Thank you 
for your cooperation.

In Christ, 
Nick Zangos & Melisa Galasso

Catechetical School Calendar
September 12:  Registration

September 19:  Registration

September 26:  Classes Begin

October 10: No Classes (Columbus Day)

November 28:   No classes (Thanksgiving)

December 19:  No classes (Christmas Pageant)

December 26:  No classes (Christmas)

January 02:  No classes (New Year’s)

January 16:  No classes (Martin Luther King)

February 6:  Godparents Sunday

February 20:  No classes (President’s Day)

March 13:    Sunday of Orthodoxy (Students Bring Icons to Church for Procession)

April 17:    No classes (Palm Sunday)

April 24:    No classes (Pascha-Easter)

May 29:  No classes (Memorial Day)

June 12:    Commencement (after Liturgy)
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          The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County  

Catechetical School Registration Form 

2010–2011 School Year 
 

__________________________________________________________ 

21580 ATLANTIC BOULEVARD † BUILDING D, UNIT 160  † DULLES, VA  20166    

PH.   703-421-7515        FAX 703-421-7516 

  WWW.GREEKORTHODOXLOUDOUN.ORG 

     

 
 

Registration Information: Please complete the following information. If you are 

registering more than one child please fill in a separate registration form for each child. 

 

Student Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Student’s Date of Birth:      Month_____ Day_____ Year_____ 

 

Name of Parent(s): ________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Address:     _________________________________________________________ 

 

        _________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Home Phone: ____________________Parent Cell Phone____________________ 

 

Parent e-mail address:______________________________________________________ 

 

 

If the student is old enough for school, what grade will he/she be enrolled this year?  

_________ Grade 

 

Is it reasonable to assume that the student be placed in the same grade in Catechetical  

School as enrolled in public or private school? ____Yes ____No 

 

If  the answer to the question above is no, what Catechetical School grade should he/she 

be enrolled in this year? ______________ 

 

Did the student attend Catechetical School last year?  If so, what grade did he/she 

complete? ________Grade 

 

Would You Be Willing To Volunteer For Sunday School Activities On Special 

Occasions? _____Yes _____No 

 

 

 

 
Note:   Registration for the 2010/2011 school year will take place on September 12

th
 & 19

th
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Greek Language School
Greek Language School Registration has begun.

Registration forms are now being accepted for our Greek language 
school. Children and adults are encouraged to attend. Classes will 
be offered for children in grades pre-K to High School and will be 
tailored to fit all learning levels.  All children and adults, regardless 
of their exposure to the language, are welcome. 

Our Teachers
The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County is very fortunate 
to have three experienced and talented Greek Language school-
teachers. They are: 

Ioanna Epaminonda   Ioanna was born and raised in Cyprus and 
moved to the United States 10 years ago.  Greek is her first lan-
guage.  She is currently teaching Greek to both children and adults 
in private lessons at her home and at our Greek language school. 

Athanasia Dacey  Greek is Athanasia’s first language. She has 
studied through High School and graduated from a private Greek 
school “ Kondomikhalios Skholh.”  All the subjects were in the 
Greek language, along with two other foreign languages which 
she can read and write very well.  She attended the University 

of Athens for 5 years and studied Pharmacy.  Here in the United 
States she has taught at a Greek language school in Manassas for 
11 years called “H Gennhsh tou Kyriou” and at St. Sophia Cathe-
dral where she still teaches at the present time.

Vasilia Ravaris  Vasilia was born in Greece and came to New 
York in when she was 7 years old.  She was raised with Greek 
being her first language.  She attended Greek school from 2nd 
through 8th grade at St. Nicholas in Flushing, NY and graduated 
with honors with a 100% score.  Vasilia graduated from Wood 
College in New York with a 4.0 GPA in Business.  She worked for 
15 years for CitiGroup as a finance manager.  She also taught 4th 
grade Catechetical school at St. Nicholas and has a certificate to 
teach English as a 2nd language from Michigan State University.  
Vasilia is capable to teach Greek through the 6th grade. She has a 
certificate in child psychology from Wood College.  She was also 
a volunteer at St. Basil Academy in Upstate New York. 

For more information on Greek School contact Greek Language 
School Director at Vasilia Ravaris at vasilia@live.com.  A regis-
tration form can be found in this newsletter or downloaded from 
our website at www.greekorthodoxloudoun.org in the “Minis-
tries” section.

Isaiah 11:6, in part, states “…a child shall lead them.”   
Sunday school is a time for spiritual growth as children learn from their parents/teachers and we learn from them! 

Here is a short presentation made by Luke Kendrat (3rd 
grader) during our June 2010 Church school commence-
ment.

The word Ixthys is an ancient Greek word for fish.  The 
fish became a symbol of Christianity because in Matthew 
4:19 Jesus says “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.”  

Each Greek letter of Ixthys stands for something special.  
The first letter is Iota which stands for Isous, meaning 
Jesus.  The second letter Xi, stands for Xristos, meaning 
Christ in English.  The third letter, Theta, stands for Theou, 
meaning God’s (as in belonging to God) the fourth letter, 
Ypsilon, stands for the word Yios, meaning Son in English.  
The fifth letter, Sigma, stands for the Greek word Sotir, 
meaning Savior in English.  So…we have….ISOUS XRIS-
TOS THEOU YIOS SOTIR…JESUS CHRIST GOD’S 
SON SAVIOR!  Pretty powerful stuff, huh?!  I’d like to 
leave you with a little story of one of the ways the early 
Christians used this symbol.  

Before Emperor Constantine made Christianity legal, the 
Christians had to worship secretly in caves at night!  Aren’t 
we blessed!  Anyway, they would walk at night, their hearts 

pounding in fear that a non-Christian would find them and 
turn them in to the authorities.

So, they’d walk using a staff and when they encountered a 
stranger that would ask them where they were going, they 
would say something like: “Oh, just out for a walk with my 
family” and they would take their staff and casually draw ½ 
of the fish in the dirt.  If the stranger was a Christian, he’d 
complete the fish with his/her foot, and they would often 
go worship together.  If the stranger was not a Christian, he 
would simply have no idea what the Christian was doing 
and just leave him alone.  Once the soldiers caught on to 
the fish symbol, Christians started making the sign of the 
cross.  But, that’s a whole other story.

So, let’s just all remember to go out into the world and 
really be “fishers of men!”  Get up off your pews and grab 
your fishing rods!  Thank you.
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    The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County 
        Greek Language School Registration Form 

2010 – 2011 School Year 
 

Registration Information: Please complete the following information. If you are 
registering more than one child please fill in a separate registration form for each child. 
*Adults please fill in name, address, home phone, cell phone and e-mail address 

 
*Student Name__________________________________________________________ 
 
Student’s age:_______  Date of Birth _____________________ 
 
Student’s grade in school for the 2010-2011 school year ________ 
 
*Student Address_________________________________________________________ 
 
Parents Names__________________________________________________________ 
 
*Parent Home Phone: __________________*Parent Cell Phone___________________ 
 
*Parent e-mail address:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Greek Language Information: 

Is Greek the child’s first language?     ____Yes ____ No 
Is Greek spoken at home?                   ____Yes ____ No 
Has the child attended Greek school in the past?   ____Yes ____ No 
If yes, how many years?      _______ Years 
 
Greek language classes will be offered from 5:30-7:30pm on Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings. Which night do you prefer: ___Wednesday ___ Thursday ____ Either day____  
*Adult classes are held Thursday evenings from 6:30-8:00pm. 
 
Payment Information: 

Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County Stewards: 

*$350 for the first child (adult) 
*$300 for each additional child (adult) 
 
Non-Stewards: 

*$400 for first child (adult) 
*$400 for each additional child (adult) - NO discount for additional children (adult) 
 
Make checks payable to the Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County, please write 

“Greek School” in Memo section. 
 

The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County 

21580 Atlantic Boulevard, Bldg D, Unit 160, Dulles, VA 20166 www.greekorthodoxloudoun.org 
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Announcement
Peter Garbis, a semi-retired human resources executive with over 35 years experience in the field, is available to offer pro-bono 
counseling and advice to members of our Parish who are either between jobs or in need of career support.  Peter can offer practical 
advice in resume preparation, networking and interview skills.  This can be done either one-on-one or in a group setting.

 To make arrangements, please contact the Parish Office Manager, Lia Economou, at (703) 421-3812 or liaecon@comcast.net. 

Choir
The Choir’s 2nd season will begin again Sept. 12th.  All those who would like to sing, please arrive before the 
start of Liturgy.  Please come and help enrich our service.

Save the Date
September 26th - First day of Sunday school
October 6th - First day for Greek Language school, Wednesday classes
October 7th - First day of Greek Language school, Thursday classes
October 24th - General Assembly
November 14th Stewardship Sunday
December 19th- Christmas Pageant
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Clergy Father John Kalantzis 703-992-0996 FrJohnK@cox.net 

Protos-Psalter Nick Grivas 703-798-7979 papounico3@aim.com

Parish Council  
President Bill Aubin 703-625-4484 aubinb@verizon.net

Parish Council 
Vice President Vasilis Fotopoulos 703-999-8568 fuhuaxi@gmail.com

Parish Council 
Secretary Susan Dorn 571-333-1733 ssdorn@aol.com

Parish Council 
Treasurer Niki Lelis 703-608-4064 nlelis1@gmail.com

Parish Council 
Assistant Treasurer Ari Dimitriou 703-626-8554 aridimitriou@verizon.net

Council Committees 
Stewardship Christie Rebok 703-858-9340 crebok@comcast.net

Council Committees 
Fundraising Mike Koutsourais 703-669-6857 mkouts1@aol.com

Greek Festival Committee 
Chairman Bill Aubin 703-625-4484 aubinb@verizon.net

Council Committees 
Communications Susan Dorn 571-333-1733 ssdorn@aol.com

Philoptochos Cynthia Smith 703-478-0522 silvercps@hotmail.com

Catechectical School 
Director Nick Zangos 703-391-6075 achsah1@cox.net

Catechectical School 
Assistant Director Melisa Galasso 703-737-6939 mhoff1999@aol.com

GOYA President Sotia Kyriacou 703-327-2927 sotiroula34@aol.com

HOPE / JOY Kathy Kendrat 703-669-5865 kmkendrat@aol.com

Cultural Activities 
Greek School / Dancing Susan Dorn 571-333-1733 ssdorn@aol.com

Website Ari Dimitriou 703-626-8554 aridimitriou@verizon.net

Coffee & Fellowship 
Hour Host Cynthia Smith 703-478-0522 silvercps@hotmail.com

Regligious Committee 
(Special Events &  
Services)

Cynthia Smith 703-478-0522 silvercps@hotmail.com

Contact List
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2nd Annual Greek Festival June 11-13, 2010
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Announcement
The Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County (GOPLC) will be presenting a monthly adult study series on the Orthodox faith 
(who we are, and what we believe).  This Journey in Orthodoxy will focus on the symbol of our faith and be guided by the words of 
the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed.  The goal will be to broaden our own understanding of Orthodoxy and to deepen our spiritual 
awareness.  We will explore the significance of the Creed in our own individual life and, as “One Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church.”  These classes will be presented on the last Tuesday of each month by Nick Zangos, director of religious education at the 
GOPLC in Ashburn, VA and, Bill Polizos, adult Bible study educator at St. Katherine’s Greek Orthodox Church in Falls Church, VA.   

The first meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 28 th, 2010 at 7:00pm - 8:30pm. All are welcomed!   
For further information, please contact Nick at (703) 391-6075 or achsah1@cox.net.  
You can also contact Bill at (571) 434-7790 or polizos@att.com.



Coffee Hour Schedule
We need coffee hour volunteers.  

19 Sept- Anthony Family
26 Sept- Vogiatis Family
03 Oct-  Aubin Family
10 Oct-
17 Oct- Poulias Family
24 Oct-
31 Oct-
07 Nov-
14 Nov-
21 Nov- Kendrat Family

If you have any questions, please contact Cynthia Smith, 
703-478-0522, silvercps@hotmail.com

 

Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County 

21580 Atlantic Blvd.

Building D, Unit 160 

Dulles, VA 20166

www.GreekOrthodoxLoudoun.org


