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A Message from Father George Alexson 
Beloved Parishioners and Friends, 

Every year on November 30th, the Orthodox Church commemorates the memory of St. Andrew the Apostle.  Ac-

cording to the Gospel of St. John, Andrew was a follower of St. John the Baptist, who left John in order to follow Jesus 

(John 1: 37-41).  St. Andrew is numbered in the Gospels as one of the original Twelve Apostles.  According to church 

history and tradition, following Pentecost, Andrew preached in Byzantium, appointing St. Stachys as its first bishop, 

in Thrace, the Peloponnese and in Epirus.  There, he converted many to the faith and ordained bishops and priests 

for their churches.  He also preached in the country of Georgia, entering through Ajara, and built a small church in 

Atsquri.  He planted a cross on a high hill in Kiev, and prophesied that one day many golden domed churches would 

adorn this city.  St. Andrew was martyred in AD 62 in the city of Patras, Greece, where a magnificent cathedral was 

later built in his honor and contains fragments of the cross on which he was martyred and his sacred relics. 

St. Andrew is the patron saint of our Ecumenical Patriarchate, and his feast day offers us all the opportunity to pray 

for the spiritual center of world Orthodoxy.  Following the collapse of Byzantium to the Ottoman Turks in the fif-

teenth century, life has not been easy for the Orthodox Christian remnant living in the city.  In spite of the difficul-

ties faced by Patriarchs and faithful over the centuries, the Patriarchate has managed to survive by the grace of God 

and the prayers of the Theotokos.  Many historical accounts exist recounting the inhumane treatment of the Chris-

tian minority in Turkey, as well as the persistent attempt by the government to diminish the role and scope of the 

Patriarchate’s ministry to its faithful.  In the modern era, undoubtedly, the greatest assault on the life of the Patriar-

chate and the Greek Orthodox minority in Turkey came on September 6-7, 1955, when government sponsored pog-

roms ravaged the Greek community, destroying hundreds of churches, businesses, cemeteries, and leaving more 

than thirty dead and hundreds wounded.  In 1955 the Greek population of Turkey was around 150,000.  By 1965 this 

number was reduced, due to the continuous aggression of the government, to some 75,000.  Today, less than three to 

four thousand Greek Orthodox Christians reside in the city of Constantinople.  Following the pogrom in 1955, the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate was forced to close the Theological School of Halki and its printing press. 

Again, in spite of all attempts to obstruct and belittle the role and work of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Orthodoxy 

and the world, our Patriarchate continues to witness to the eternal truth of our Faith.  Perhaps no Patriarch in mod-

ern times has been able to fulfill this responsibility as well as His All-holiness, Patriarch Bartholomew.  Born and 

reared in Constantinople, Patriarch Bartholomew is a learned scholar, a linguist and, wholeheartedly dedicated to 

the peaceful co-existence of all human beings.  He has often been criticized for reaching out to members of other 

faiths and engaging them in dialogue.  But one might ask, how else can we humans come to know one another, re-

spect one another’s right to live and believe as we choose, and co-exist in love and friendship, if we refuse to speak to 

one another?   

For this reason, we need to pray for our Patriarch, that our Lord will endow him with wisdom and courage, to con-

tinue his work of reconciliation between peoples of all races and creeds.  This does not mean, of course, that His All-

holiness, by extending a hand of friendship to representatives of different faiths, is going to betray the fundamental 

truths of our Orthodox faith.  Here we must pause to recognize the difference in levels of dialogue.  For example, any 

dialogue with non-Christians is useful for assuring the basic rights of all people to pursue peacefully and without 

interference the practice of their faith traditions.  No serious theologian expects much from a dialogue with Jews, 

Muslims, Hindus, etc., that will augment our understanding of the Orthodox Faith.  We simply need to guarantee 

that faith minorities will not be persecuted, by governments or other majority religious bodies, as we have witnessed 

so horribly in recent times. 

The dialogue between Christian churches, of course, is another matter, depending on what faith community we are 

dealing with.  It is my humble belief that any theological dialogue with the Protestant community, including Angli-

can, Episcopal and Lutheran, is, for the most part, a waste of time.  The only thing we can say to these churches, 

which have taken unilateral decisions unacceptable theologically, morally and spiritually for us Orthodox 

(approving, abortion, same-sex marriage, the ordination of women and homosexuals, to name a few) is, repent and 

return to the true Faith! 
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Message from the Parish Council President – Marina Blair  

 

“Your birth, O Christ our God, dawned the light of 

knowledge upon the earth. For by Your birth those 

who adored stars, were taught by a star, to worship 

You, the Sun of Justice and to know You, Orient from 

on High. O Lord, glory to You!” 

 

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

In a few weeks we will be celebrating the wondrous and joyous birth of our 

Lord and Savior!  May His Birth bless you and your families with peace and 

love this Christmas season and may the trumpets and the tolling bells of 

His Birth echo and ring in our hearts and minds throughout the New Year!  

Let us all honor Christmas! 

Our beloved parish has been very busy since the last time I corresponded 

with you.  The last couple of months are a true testament of a vital, grow-

ing, energetic and loving parish. 

All our Ministries have started working diligently through their curricu-

lums.  The spiritual teachings of our Sunday school were represented at 

the Hellenic Center with the very proud recitation of poems by Athena 

Lansdell, Dionysi, Iordani and Vangeli Hadjimichael celebrating Hellenism 

and the Orthodox faith for OXI Day.  Ergini Martnishn and Athanasia 

Dacey where an inspiration in the planning of this event.  The cultural and 

historical knowledge of the Greek School, and the beautiful gatherings of 

our Hope and Joy with their traditional and sentimental visit to the Tall 

Page 2 

Oaks Asst. Living Center have brought excitement and spiritual fulfill-

ment to all our church families.  Our Altar Boys continue to offer their 

support to Father George every Sunday.  Our GOYA has exceeded every-

one’s expectations with their commitment and diligent support of our 

beloved parish through their baby bottle fundraiser for our Building Fund, 

their drives for the hungry, and their hard work throughout the Taste of 

Greece.  We thank you! 

Our Taste of Greece was a remarkable event!  Despite the change of ven-

ue, the change of time from February to October, and the fact that there 

were several other festivals and events in the area on the same weekend, 

we were blessed with God’s Grace to pull off a very successful event.  Not 

only did our patrons enjoy the Greek food and delicacies, but also a beau-

tifully decorated, truly Greek, environment.  Most importantly, I had the 

blessed opportunity to speak about our parish with many of our visitors 

who asked about our church.  We spread Orthodoxy that weekend and we 

made our parish known to a lot of our visitors!  I would again like to take 

the opportunity to thank Father George and Presvytera for their continu-

ous guidance, Greg Cherpes and his team, along with all of our devoted 

volunteers, our supporters, and of course our very generous donors!  We 

simply could not have done it without all of you!  Above all, we thank our 

Lord for keeping us all strong, patient, resourceful, and determined 

throughout the long weeks of preparation before, and during the Taste of 

Greece.   

For the first time, our church had the opportunity to offer the conven-

ience of flu shots to our parishioners for several weeks.  A heartfelt thank 

you to our dear Athanasia Dacey, a Costco employee, who so kindly and 

gently performed the shots. 
Continued on page 3... 
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From Hope and Joy walk for the homeless, to the Philoptochos’ Taverna 

Night, clothing and food drive, to GOYA’s guest speaker, food drive, and 

icon painting, to our PAREA’s preparations for its upcoming 4th year 

anniversary, our parish is continually serving our church family and our 

community, but above all our Lord and Savior. 

Stewardship Committee Sunday was a beautiful Sunday for our church, 

as we had the opportunity to hear an inspiring testimonial from one of 

our GOYAns, Paris Economou. We were also informed of new ways to 

support our church for next year and for the years to come.  An anony-

mous donor is offering to match up to a total of $25,000 on all new 

pledges up to $1,500 for 2016 and all increases in pledges of 10% or more 

up to $1,500!  We feel blessed and grateful for this amazing donation!  

Also, parishioners can now donate stock and mutual funds to our 

church. Thank you to the Stewardship Committee and to the Steward-

ship Chair, and office Manager, Lia Economou. 

Our 2015 Dinner Dance Gala was an evening of unparalleled success!  We 

all enjoyed a most elegant evening, surrounded by our church family and 

friends.  A heartfelt thank you to Kristina Ayoub, Diane Boone, Asha 

Ioanou, Ava Walter and the rest of the Gala Committee for this superb 

outcome! 

My fervent prayer and wish to all, beloved brothers and sisters, is that 

the birth of our Lord may bring health, peace, joy, love and personal 

spiritual fulfillment to all of you, our Church family. May the glorious 

miracle of His birth bring the gift of our personal rebirth so we can con-

tinue to thrive spiritually and glorify Him.  Let us all rejoice by embrac-

ing the less fortunate, forgive those who trespass against us, cherish and 

love one another. Let us all work tirelessly for the betterment of our 

church and focus on our goal of finding a permanent place of worship for 

our Parish. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve you this year! 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year to All!  

Marina A. Blair 

Parish Council President 

blairmarina@gmail.com  

(703-349-1842)  

President’s Message Continued 

Father George and your Parish Council wish you a Merry 

Christmas and a Blessed New Year!  (From left to right) 

Asst. Treasurer Tom Skuce, Secretary Nicholas Spyros, 

Greg Joiner, Vice President Andrew Kaffes, Father 

George, President Marina Blair, Treasurer Craig Dodson, 

Ava Walter, Maria Zangos, Greg Cherpes, Paul 

Orphanides. (Absent Nick Kass) 

Gala Committee:  (from right to left)  Asha Ioanou, 

Kristina Ayoub, Marina Blair, Maria Zangos, Diane 

Boone, Marilena Cherpes. 

Parishioners having a great time at the Gala! 
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Fr. George's Message         continued... 
 The dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church has been pursued, since 

the Second Vatican Council, with much more interest and commitment 

on both sides.  Stumbling blocks still exist, theological and canonical.  

Put simply, I cannot envision a day when the Orthodox Church will em-

brace the myths of Papal supremacy and infallibility.  Until these and 

other erroneous teachings are rejected by Rome, there can be no em-

brace between us at the Eucharistic table. 

We have also been in dialogue with the so-called Oriental Orthodox 

churches, which include the Copts, Armenians, Assyrians, Ethiopians, 

and some others.  Again, there are serious theological issues between us 

that must be resolved before we can share the Eucharist together.  Nev-

ertheless, we must note how important it is for the Christians of the 

Middle East to stand together and support one another on social and 

political issues, in order to survive in an environment dedicated to their 

extinction.  We must, therefore, commend the Orthodox Patriarchates of 

Constantinople, Alexandria, Jerusalem and Antioch for the inspiring 

work they have been doing towards this goal, in conjunction with other 

Christian communities in the region. 

Neither time nor space allows me the opportunity to expound compre-

hensively the width and breadth of our Patriarchate’s importance in 

today’s world.  Yet, I believe that what I have written is sufficient to 

prove our need to pray for our Patriarch and support his efforts for world 

peace.  If we isolate ourselves, how will we be able to proclaim the Truth 

in a world deafened by so much hatred and hostility?  We need to be in 

the “public square” as much as the others, perhaps more so.  After all, do 

we not believe that the fullness of Truth has been entrusted to the Or-

thodox Church?  It is ours to preserve as well as to share (Mt. 5:15-16).  If 

we fail in this great responsibility, I fear others will enter the Kingdom 

without us (Mt. 21:31).  I have included with my message a few pictures of 

His All-Holiness, Patriarch Bartholomew, in order to confirm the extent 

of his commitment to peace and concord the world over.  Let us pray for 

him, that by remaining steadfast in the faith, he will always be a messen-

ger, “rightly teaching the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). 

Fr. George 
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General Assembly Update 
A heartfelt thank you to all who attended and participated in our 

Church's General Assembly on Sunday, November 22nd. It was one of our 

most well attended and informative Assemblies, and we had a wonderful 

discussion and exchange of ideas regarding our Parish's future.  Please 

note that the Parish Council Elections will take place on December 13th.  

 Parish Council: Craig Dodson, Greg Joiner, one open seat will 

be elected by the Parish Council. 

 Election Committee: Robert Blair, Alex  Kangelaris,                  

Sofia Kouiroukidis, Pete Margaros (respectfully declined). 

 Audit Committee: Bill Bakopanos, Ari Dimitriou, Niki Lelis,    

Kathy Sparkman. 

Click here for the presentation from the Future Planning Committee.  

Marina A. Blair 

Parish Council President 

Parishioners in the Community  
Ms. Alicia Banks and Dr. Karen Banks, both ELL teachers at Dominion 

HS in Sterling, participated in their Multicultural Show, and represented 

Greece, both traditional and modern perspectives.  

2015 Gala Thank You! 

On behalf of the Gala Committee 2015, we would like to thank everyone 
for coming and being part of such a memorable night. The 9th anniver-
sary gala will always be remembered as a night of fellowship, fun, and 
lots of dancing!!! The night started out in the historic section of the Bel-
mont Country club with delicious passed hor d'oeuvres. We then made 
our way to the ballroom where Father George gave the blessing and din-
ner was served  After dinner, the dancing began with our President Mari-
na Blair starting the first dance of the night. Our events’ first time silent 
auction was also conducted with great success, and we appreciate every-
one who participated. A special thanks to Marilena Cherpes, Pete Marga-
ros, and Maria Zangos for helping make this night a success. It will truly 
go down in our church's history as a beautiful evening and we hope eve-
ryone is looking forward to the 10th anniversary celebration next year!! 

Kristina Ayoub 
Gala Committee 

Basilica of the Nativity in Bethlehem. 

http://www.greekorthodoxloudoun.org/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/GAfall2015.pdf


Building Fund Update 
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Stewardship 
Thank you to those who attended Stewardship Sunday on November 8, 

and to the Stewardship Committee members: Kristina Ayoub, Bill 

Bakopanos, Marina Blair, Julie Burke, Christy Lisciandro, and Nick Spyros.  

We reached a record this year of  $132,000 in pledges for 2015. It’s only by 

your support and giving that this is possible.  By the same token, however, 

over $32,000 of this balance is outstanding or unpaid.  Please remember 

that our church uses your pledge to create the budget for the year.  Also, 

we will need to show a strong stewardship base when we are ready to apply 

for a bank loan for a new property. 

Statements were recently mailed so if you have an outstanding balance we 

encourage to fulfill that commitment in the next few weeks. 

EXCITING NEWS! A new way you can contribute toward your stewardship 

is by donating appreciated stocks or mutual funds. By donating these in-

vestments, you get the tax benefit of not paying taxes on the capital gains, 

and you can deduct the full amount of the value. The church benefits by 

not having to pay taxes on your donation.  We encourage you to consult 

your tax advisor and contact the church for more details by year-end. 

MORE EXCITING NEWS! A generous anonymous donor is offering a 

MATCHING PROGRAM for 2016!  The amounts are as follows: 

 For all first-time pledges – match is dollar for dollar up to the first 

$1,500 pledged 

 For all renewing pledges – match is dollar for dollar on all increases of 

10% or more (up to $1,500).  For example, if your 2015 pledge was 

$1,000 and you increase by 10% for 2016 or $1,100, the match will be 

$100. If your 2015 pledge was $1,000 and you increase it to $3,000 in 

2016, the match will be $1,500.   

So the more you pledge, the more the match!  This is for 2016 ONLY and 

pledge cards must be in by Dec. 31, 2015.   

While our church appreciates and needs your financial support, we also 

need your commitment of time and talents. We all lead busy lives, and 

finding the time may be difficult. There will always be work, or just taxiing 

your kids to their many activities.  But we have to remember that we 

wouldn’t have any of our blessings without God. I can promise you that 

making the church a priority and giving of your time and talents to the 

church will be the most worthwhile and rewarding. 

What are some easy ways to give of your time?  How about substitute 

teaching for our Sunday School?  You will be at church anyway, so why not 

help on an occasional Sunday? Or pick up non-perishable food items the 

next time you are at the grocery store for one of our various Ministry-led 

food drives. 

Make whatever commitment you can.  There is never enough money or 

time, but there is nothing greater and more rewarding than serving our 

parish and our God. 

In God’s Service, 

Lia Economou 

Stewardship Chair 

liaecon@comcast.net  

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES 

Shown below is a list of individuals and families who have made their Stewardship pledge for 2015 

as of November 8, 2015.  Thank you for your financial commitment to our parish. If you have not 

submitted a pledge for 2015, please complete the pledge card in this newsletter and return it to 

the church. Questions can be directed to Lia Economou at liaecon@comcast.net. 

Fr. George &  Presv. Joanna Alexson Themis Kalaris 

Nicholas and Katarzyna Abousamra Alex and Debbie Kangelaris 

James and Frances Apistolas Sophia Kangelaris 

Bill and Nancy Aubin Pete and Sylvia Karageorge 

Tom and Pattie Ayers Mercina Karagiorgis 

John and Kristina Ayoub Nicholas and Constantina Kass 

Vasilios Bakopanos Bill and Kathy Kendrat 

Markos and Fotini Baladimas Dimitri and Jolanda Kesari 

George and Karen Banks Nikolaos and Sofia Kouiroukides 

Daniel and Angela Bell Michael and Effie Koutsourais 

Alexia Blair Helen Kyriazi 

Robert and Marina Blair Alexandra Lampros and Hal Hallett 

Tim and Diane Boone Bret and Denise Lansdell 

Penelope N. Broening Nikoleta Lelis 

Chad and Julie Burke John and Christina Lisciandro 

Deacon Harry and Maria Chelpon Milton and Mary Magos 

Ekaterina Chelpon Patrick and Eleni Malliaros-Levy 

Greg and Marilena Cherpes Angelike Maoury 

Ed and Alexis Cleveland Pete Margaros and Kiki Georges 

Matthew Cleveland Steve and Ergini Martnishn 

Ben and Anna Conrey Demitra Megalis 

Dean and Maria Coulopoulos Theodorou and Alki Meyer 

Constantin and Viorica Curelaru George and Debra Mokhiber 

Panayiotis and Athanasia Dacey Olivia Morris 

Aristos and Anna Dimitriou Paul and Lisa Orphanides 

George and Elina Dimitropoulos James and Daphne Papageorge 

Michael and Aspacia Dintini Elias Panagiotis Papasavvas and Christine Bump 

Craig and Marianna Dodson Maria Pappas 

Elda Dodson Ekaterina Passa 

David and Susan Dorn Jonathan and Janet Perezous 

William and Penny Douskalis Christos and Evanna Petrakis 

John and Maria Drapas Jerry and Helen Pollatos 

Dean and Lia Economou Argilea and Najlinda Polo 

Paris Economou Pete Pontikis 

Zenon and Ioanna Epaminonda Terry and Christine Poulias 

Vasilis and Joan Fotopoulos Despina Psomiades 

James and Christine Freire Raul and Lisa Puertas 

Cookie Freire Keith Pullman 

Gary and Lillian Funk Lou and Vasilia Ravaris 

Bill and Evelyn Gacis Vladimir and Galina Repin 

John and Patricia Galanis Matthew Skuce 

John and Patti George Thomas and Elpida Skuce 

Anthony and Carol Georgelas Jeff and Cynthia Smith 

Angeline Gillas Constantine Sofologis 

Jim and Cynthia Glakas Nicholas and Liba Spyros 

Evangelia Gonzales Paul Spyros 

Nick Grivas Sarah Spyros 

Michael and Eleni Hadjimichael Moska Stratis 

Richard Haylor Dwaine and Irene Thomas 

Marek Hejmo and Charikleia Zouridaki Peter Thomas 

Gabriel and Julia Iliadis Angelo and Anna Tjoumas 

Nicholas and Asha Ioanou George Tjoumas 

Neil, Alexandra, and Christopher Jesuele Todd and Ava Walter 

Greg and Ashley Joiner George and Timea Zangos 

Nicholas and Helen Jougras Maria Zangos 

Andrew and Vasiliki Kaffes Nick and Carol Zangos 
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Circle areas of expertise or 
interest: 

 

Youth Groups and Classes 
Hope & Joy 

GOYA 
Greek Dance Instruction 

Greek School 
Sunday School  

 
Groups and Ministries 

AHEPA 
Altar Service 
Bible Study 

Choir 
Ladies Philoptochos 
Orthodox Book Club  
PAREA lunch group 
Parish Newsletter 

Social Events 
Stewardship Committee 

Visiting Elderly 
 

I appreciate the opportunity to share my story with all of you. My name is 

Paris Economou. I just turned 13 and I am a Steward of our parish. 

I decided to become a Steward after hearing a story that Mrs. Valerie Av-

ramides taught me in Sunday school. Three people were stewards of their 

church, two men who were rich and a woman who didn't have very much. 

Both men gave thousands while the women gave her last penny. Both men 

thought she didn't want to help her church because she gave so little. But in 

the end it wasn't about how much the women gave but that she gave the most 

she could to help her church. That story inspired me. Now, I may not be able 

to give what an adult can give, but I felt like I was contributing just like the 

woman did and that’s what Stewardship means to me. 

But my parents Lia and Dean Economou have taught me that Stewardship 

isn’t just about the money. It’s also about giving your time. Everybody leads a 

very busy life. I have travel volleyball, Greek School, violin, and a full honors 

class schedule. But of all those things the church comes first. I give my time 

where I can. I am Treasurer of GOYA, a member of the Greek Dance Troupe, 

and I volunteered the entire weekend at the Taste of Greece. Wherever Mr. 

Greg Cherpes, the Taste of Greece Chairman, needed help I was right there to 

volunteer. I was outside holding a Taste of Greece sign with my fellow 

GOYAns in my volleyball clothes having just played in a tournament and a car 

was stopped at the light with a boy from my school. He asked me what I was 

doing and I said “I just had a volleyball game. Want to come to the Taste of 

Greece?” He smiled and pulled away. Later when I was helping in the kitchen 

I saw his order form come through. What I did was just the effort of one per-

son, but I helped sell one more gyro! 

If me, a young teenager, can help the church just think of what we can accom-

plish together. I do all of these things out of love for my church and because I 

want to make a difference for our future. If you look around you, you will see 

people that are role models who give everything they have to help the church. 

Our church is amazing with amazing people and a great spiritual leader in Fr. 

George. I encourage everyone to give all you can. Be a role model to your 

children and other parishioners. And a special thanks to all the people that 

inspired me. Thank you. 

Stewardship Sunday Testimonial Speaker, Paris Economou 
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Sunday School 

OXI Day celebration 2015 - Greek Consulate (Dimitris 

Angelosopoulos), the Hellenic Center President (John 

Costallas) and Father Nektarios  

Dear GOPLC parishioners and friends, 

Greetings in the name of our Lord! 

November 15 is the starting point for a spiritual journey that brings us to 

the day of Christmas; This journey (Sarakosti for Christmas / Advent) is 

one that requires for all of us to be humble so we can fully appreciate all 

the gifts that God gives to us 

By God's grace, the protection of our Theotokos and the prayers of our 

Father George, let’s prepare ourselves to accept Jesus in our lives just as 

did the Magi, the shepherds and the manger in Bethlehem. 

During this Advent, please join our Sunday School efforts to create and 

maintain our Children’s choir and performing group – Currently we start 

the preparations for our Christmas play which will take place on Decem-

ber 20 right after Divine Liturgy. 

We need your help, support and LOVE. 

Happy and spiritually productive Advent. 

In Christ, 

Ergini B. Martnishn 

Sunday School Director 

703-652-4426, ergini@aol.com    

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/catechetical.html 

OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP OUR GOPLC SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 Substitute Teaching 

 Christmas Gift Wrapping Services (Fundraiser for our 
building fund) 

 Driving the Future (Help to organize Sunday School 
parents/teachers/friends gatherings and discussions on our 
youth’s preparation to cope with the world ahead) 

 Prosfora Drive (Visit Aghia Skepi Monastery; spend a 
wonderful day with the nuns, pick the prosfora and bring 
them to our church)  

 Chanting and Performing Group (Help with our Sunday 
School efforts to create and maintain a group that will partic-
ipate in GOPLC events as well in other events organized by 
the Greek Orthodox communities in the greater metropoli-
tan area of Washington) 

 Preschoolers Gatherings (Help with our Sunday School 
efforts to sponsor an early childhood education class focus-
ing on Orthodoxy and Greek language.) 

OXI Day Celebration 2015 
Several of our Sunday School and Greek School students participated in 

an Oxi Day celebration on October 28th at the Hellenic Cultural Center 

in Bethesda, Maryland.  Our parish was the only one represented out of 

all the local parishes. They made quite the impression with their recita-

tion of Hellenic poetry!  We are so proud of them! 
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Greek Folk Dance Group 
This season’s Greek Dance Troupe started off with a bang as the children 

geared up for their first performances of the year at the Taste of Greece 

in October. After a successful registration of 24 children, 14 of them com-

mitted to dancing at the Taste of Greece with only four practices under 

their belt since the beginning of our season in September.  Taught by our 

wonderful instructors Maria Plevrakis and Jimmy Hontos, the children 

provided six outstanding performances at the Taste of Greece, encour-

aged by the cheering crowds and a magnificent emcee Pete Margaros. 

We couldn’t be more proud. What a great job they did! 

Our dancers for the Taste of Greece included Paris and Stephen Econo-

mou, Andreas Voyages, Nicholas Ravaris, Georgia, Katerina and Marian-

na Drapas, Vangeli, Dennis and Jordan Hadjimichael, Maria Dodson, 

Sophia Coulopoulos, and Christina and Cleo Dimitropoulos. 

The children continue their practices every Sunday after Liturgy and 

Sunday School.  

We continue to include any children who are interested in dancing, ages 

6 and up. Please contact me if your child is interest, or for any questions. 

Smaro Karakatsanis Caras (smaro.k@hotmail.com) 

Greek Dance Troup Coordinator 

Greek Dance Troupe – 7th Annual TOG. 
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GOYA 
Dear GOYA Parents and Parishioners,  

We wish you all a happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and a very 

blessed New Year! May the Lord bless us all with good health, peace of 

mind and spiritual zeal! 

On behalf of all GOYANs, we would like to thank Kyria Sophia Kange-

laris for sharing her expertise of the Prosfora Making. Kyria Sophia gladly 

and enthusiastically demonstrated for GOYANs how to make the 

Prosforo.  It was baked and brought to church to share with all our won-

derful parishioners.  

The GOYANs were grateful to have Dr. George Banks, a GOPLC parish-

ioner and a Professor at George Mason University, speak to them about 

the connection between faith and science as a foundation for leadership.  

The Baby Bottle Drive “Feed our Baby Church to Grow” Fundraiser was a 

success thanks to all of you. A special thanks to Paris Economou and 

Alexandros Kouiroukidis for counting the change in all bottles. We were 

able to raise a little over $400.00 which will be donated to the Church 

Building Fund. Thank you for helping our church to grow! 

We are grateful to all GOYAN families who contributed to the food drive 

in the occasion of Thanksgiving. Both GOYA and the Philoptochos will 

combine their collection to donate to the Loudoun Interfaith Relief.   

Christmas Ornaments and handmade Icons will go on sale on Sunday, 

December 6th through Christmas.  Perfect Christmas gifts for relatives 

and loved ones! Proceeds will benefit GOYA Basketball and GOYA.  

Mark your calendars moms and dads of our parish! On December 12th  

and 19th , GOYA will organize two babysitting dates for you to get some 

Christmas shopping done in peace between 11am to 9pm. You may drop 

off your child for 3 to 4 hours at church and our responsible GOYAns will 

take care of your “bears”. GOYA Parents will be present to supervise as 

well. The cost will be only $8.00 per hour per child. A signup sheet will 

be available at church on November 29th after Liturgy or you may e-mail 

Sofia Kouiroukidis at kkouirouk@gmail.com Anyone interested must 

sign up no later than December 6th.  All proceeds will go to the Church 

Building Fund. 

Thank you for your continued support of GOYA and the Greek Orthodox 

Parish of Loudoun County.  

Sofia Kouiroukidis (kkouirouk@gmail.com) & Lillian Funk 

GOYA Advisors 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/goya.html  

Above: Kyria Sophia Kangelaris Demonstrating How to 

Make Prosforo to the GOYAns. 

Below: Dr. George Banks Speaking to GOYAns            

about Leadership. 
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G.O.Y.A. CARES F OR YOUR BEARS 

 

 

WHAT: GOYAns and GOYA Parent Volunteers will babysit your child/children 

while you do your Christmas Shopping 

DATE: Saturday, December 12th  & 19th  

TIME: 11am to 9pm (3 to 4 hours per child) 

PLACE: G.O.P.L.C 

COST: $8.00 per child per hour 

$6.00 per child per hour if 2 or more children per family 

 A sign up sheet will be available on November 29th after Liturgy or 

Email Sofia Kouiroukidis: kkouirouk@gmail.com 

 

Proceeds to benefit our Church Building Fund 



HOPE and JOY 
Our Hope & Joy junior youth group have been wonderfully busy this year! 

At our first meeting in September we enjoyed fellowship and a potluck 

dinner. The children made poster signs for the GOYA car wash (which is 

postponed until the spring, due to the rain cancellation). In October we 

met and discussed OXI Day. Stories of bravery and perseverance were 

shared. We then made a hand-shaped peace dove craft. The children 

prayed for world peace and the Holy protection of our loved ones. In No-

vember, our meeting was centered around our visit to Tall Oaks Assisted 

Living in Reston. The children created special gifts to share and prepared 

to launch off the holiday season with sweet Christmas carols. The visit 

(the Sunday after we met to create the crafts and practice our songs) was 

truly special – the seniors appreciated both our presents and presence!  

We hope that your families can join us in December – on Friday the 11th 

we will meet at church at our usual time (6:00-7:15 pm) to prepare for our 

visit to the Loudoun County Youth Shelter. The next day, Saturday De-

cember 12th we will take our yearly trip to the Loudoun County Youth 

Shelter from 2:00-4:00. The address is 16450 Meadowview Ct. Leesburg, 

VA 20175. Please bring your entire family – grandparents are welcome too! 

This is a special opportunity to bring Christ’s love into the lives of some 

very needy adolescents. Please bring a bagged or wrapped Christmas gift 

(or more than one, if you can afford to) labeled “boy” or “girl”. Appropriate 

gifts include: books, art sets, nail polish, warm/cozy socks, bath sets, etc. 

Our children also love to bring in homemade treats to share with the resi-

dents. Please bring these in disposable platters/trays. Contact Ava or 

Aspacia with any questions. Thank you for your continued support of 

GOYA and Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County.  

Wishing you and your family all of Christ’s blessings this Holy season,  

Aspasia Dintini & Ava Walter 

HOPE and JOY Co-Directors 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/hopejoy.html  

Look at what we made! 

Almost done with our hand doves!  

Singing Christmas Carols at the Tall Oaks Assisted 

Living in Reston. 
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Choir News 
I am VERY happy to report that it looks good to start choir rehearsals on 

the first and third Thursdays of the month at 7pm at the church.  

Love in Christ, 

Elpida Skuce 

Choir Director 

Bible Study 
The Advent Bible Study is open to everyone.  The purpose of this Study is 

to examine the biblical prophesies regarding the Birth of Christ.  The 

Study is offered by Father George and meets on Wednesday nights start-

ing November 11 and ending December 16.  Additional Bible Studies will 

be offered in 2016.  Please contact Lia Economou or Father George 

Alexson for more information. 

Thanks, 

Nick Spyros (nlspyros@yahoo.com) 

Bible Study Coordinator 

Our finished hand dove craft – beautiful!  Hope & Joy children working on their car wash posters. 

Maria Dodson proudly displaying her poster. 
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Molon Lave AHEPA Chapter 542 
AHEPA (American Hellenic Educational Progessive Association) is a fra-
ternal brotherhood that honors the values of Hellenism:  Excellence in 
Education, Family, and Philanthropy. Our chapter meetings are the 2nd 
Monday of every month. 

At our November AHEPA meeting, brother Nick Spyros was presented 
with his past-President’s pin by Chapter President Dean Economou.  This 
is one of AHEPA’s traditions to honor their past leaders and service.  

Our next major event is hosting the Parish Christmas Luncheon on Sun-
day, Dec. 13 from 1-5pm at Bungalow Lakehouse in Sterling.  We will have 
a buffet luncheon and a visit from Santa.  This is a great photo opportuni-
ty for kids and families with Santa and a fun way to celebrate the holidays. 
Please see the flyer in this newsletter for details. Tickets can be ordered 
online at http://mkt.com/ahepa542/christmas-lunch. 

Our December meeting on Monday, Dec. 14, will be at the home of Vasilis 
Fotopoulos in Ashburn.  We are combining the meeting with Monday 
Night football.  Come for the brotherhood fellowship, football, and Vasilis’ 
wife, Joan’s, delicious home-cooked Chinese cuisine (the best in Ash-
burn!). 

Brother Tom Skuce and his committee are planning an event at TopGolf 
in Ashburn to welcome our newest members to include Michael Saunders, 
Kosta Liatsos, Nick Ioanou, Matt Knudson, John George, and Niko 
Kouiroukidis and Lou Ravaris who will be initiated. 

In the beginning of 2016, we will be offering a speaker forum series with 
influential members of our community and industry. 

We welcome the men of our parish to join our AHEPA fraternity. 

Dean Economou (deaneconomou@ymail.com) 
President of the Molon Lave AHEPA Chapter 542  

AHEPA Chapter 542 President Dean Economou awards 

brother Nick Spyros with his past-President’s pin.  
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Delicious 

Food 

 
Great 

Fellowship 

Presents 
for the Kids 

 
Appearance 

By Santa 

Sunday, December 13th from 1-5 pm 

Bungalow Lakehouse 

Tickets: Adults $35 ($40 after Dec 6th) | Kids $10 

Purchase tickets in church or online at 

http://mkt.com/ahepa542/christmas-lunch 

GOPLC Family     
Christmas Luncheon 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

               Sponsored by AHEPA 

               Molon Lave Chapter         
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Philoptochos 
We hope everyone had a happy Thanksgiving!  November was a busy 

month for our Philoptochos.  We partnered with our GOYA to sponsor 

Thanksgiving Dinner Bags for those in need through Loudoun Interfaith 

Relief.   The response to our request was overwhelming and we thank 

everyone who supported this effort.  

We also sponsored a winter clothing drive for Salvation Army.  It was a 

nice way to help people stay warm this winter.  Thank you for donating 

your gently used winter items. 

We are pleased to offer Vasilopita and Christopsomo for your Christmas 

and New Year table.  They are made by the nuns at Agia Skepi Monas-

tery, so they benefit the Monastery and our Philoptochos.  The breads 

are on sale for $22.00 and need to be ordered by Sunday, December 6th 

with pick up on Sunday, December 20th.  If you would like to order, 

please fill out your order form and then join us for our December meet-

ing immediately following the divine liturgy. 

We wish you a blessed Christmas and a peaceful, healthy and joyous new 

year! 

Alexis Cleveland 

President Ladies Philoptochos 

http://greekorthodoxloudoun.org/philoptochos.html  

2016 Commemorative Album 
The January 31st deadline is fast approaching to be included in The 

Greek Orthodox Parish of Loudoun County’s 10th Anniversary 

Commemorative Album. 

Please submit the below form, one family photo, and up to three 

additional photos that you would like to share with the parish. 

You may also submit a paragraph that provides your family histo-

ry and describes your feelings about our beloved parish. 

Family Name: _____________________________________________ 

First Names: ______________________________________________ 

Address (optional): ________________________________________ 

Phone Number (optional): __________________________________ 

E Mail Address (optional): __________________________________ 

Submission Instructions. There are three ways to submit: 

 You can e mail your photo(s), paragraph, and form infor-

mation to gregjoiner@gmail.com.                           ~OR~ 

 You can have your photo taken at church in January (date to 

follow), bringing along your paragraph and this form.    ~OR~ 

 You can print out your photo(s), paragraph, and along with 

this form, mail to the church, attn. Anniversary Album. 
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Prosfora  =  Bread for Holy Communion 

Beloved Parishioners, 

What a blessing it is for someone to make a Prosforo for Holy Communion! 

We need about 240 Prosfora every year.  If all of us participate by offering 20 

Prosfora for one month, we would be called on only every five years to meet 

this obligation.  You can find the recipe on our Church’s Web page. 

Could your family (if unable to personally make the Prosfora) offer a small 

donation towards this endeavor?  The cost is $8 per Prosforo or $160 per 

month. Money collected for this effort (we want to make this very clear) will 

be used to purchase bread only from the Monastery of Agia Skepi = Holy 

Protection of the Theotokos located in White Haven, PA (your donation is 

tax deductible).  

The Sisters bake exceptionally good Prosfora and, because it is bread used 

for the Holy Liturgy, it cannot be shipped.  Thus, we depend on parishioners 

who visit the Monastery to bring the Prosfora to us (if anyone plans to visit 

Agia Skepi, please let us know:  We will provide you the funds to bring 

Prosfora for our beloved parish). 

Prosfora can be offered for special occasions: Anniversary, Birthday, Memo-

rial service, Name Day or, for loved ones struggling with illness.  When you 

offer Prosfora, you should submit the names of both the living and deceased 

to be commemorated by the Fr. George. 

For any questions in this effort, please contact Effie Koutsourais or Presvyt-

era Joanna Alexson.  

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the following ladies or groups for sup-

porting this sacred effort by baking or purchasing Prosfora (for 10 full 

months) 

 Sophia Kangelaris offered for this year 40 Prosfora for 2 full Months. 

 The following ladies or groups offered 20 Prosfora each for 1 month: 

AHEPA,  Presvytera Joanna Alexson, Athanasia Dacey,  Angeline Gillas,  

Helen Jougras,  Maria Newtson, Artemis Skordalakis,  Elpida Skuce  &  

Sunday School.  

Also, many ladies bring once a while a Prosforo or more in honor of their 

family members too.  Every year 3 months would be left open (any Sunday 

through the whole year) for all the families that would like to do that. 

Thank you so much!  God bless all of you! 

Presvytera Joanna Alexson & Effie Koutsourais 

 We need 5 Prosfora every week. 

 4 Prosfora for a Sunday’s Liturgy & 1 for a Weekday’s Liturgy    

 Total: About 240 Prosfora per Year 

 Liaison: Effie Koutsourais (e-mail: emkouts1@aol.com) 
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PAREA 
“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, be-

cause he will save his people from their sins” Matthew 1:21 

Beloved PAREA Family! 

With God’s grace and the amazing and steadfast participation of our pa-

rishioners, friends and family, our PAREA is celebrating the fourth year of 

its existence!  When we started PAREA four years ago, I never imagined 

that we would grow and thrive the way we have!  Our parishioners em-

braced PAREA with love, affection, joy and fellowship! CONGRATS PAREA 

on your 4th year anniversary!  May our Lord bless our PAREA with many, 

many more years of successful existence!  During 2015, PAREA had the 

blessing of welcoming new stewards, organizing a very successful bake 

sale, celebrating name days and birthdays, and also celebrating anniver-

saries, marriages, and the birth of precious children.  During the month of 

February we collected eyeglass frames for the Lions’ club in an effort to 

support their mission of helping people with eye problems. 

My heart is full of appreciation for all who come and join us, always with a 

joyful heart!  Thank you for your kindness and your excited participation 

throughout the year!  Come and join our PAREA with the New Year, we 

would love to see you all there! To honor our anniversary below are some 

comments from our PAREA friends.  Thank you for writing!  Enjoy! 

Angelike Maury: 

I am so full of warmth, love and joy when I attend PAREA’s luncheons.  

When I can attend I leave with my heart full of peace and uplifting spirit.  

Thank you! 

Ava Walter: 

The PAREA family is very special to me!  Shared fellowship and the loving, 

welcoming atmosphere inspired me to expand my commitment to our 

church! 

Eleni Hadjimichael: 

PAREA is quite simply my church family.  I feel loved and cared for by our 

lovely group.  PAREA helps me feel closer to God! 

Irene Thomas: 

PAREA has been an opportunity to regularly meet together with other 

parishioners to share our thoughts, ideas and spiritual values.  This allows 

all of us to develop new friendships and promote the growth of our 

church. 

Denise Lansdell: 

As a new parishioner, PAREA has been a warm welcoming into the GOPLC 

community.  Everyone has been so kind to me and my family which has 

made us feel like we are already part of this wonderful family.  Thank you! 

Lia Economou:   

Coming to a PAREA lunch is like being with family!  You know you will 

always be with great people with whom you can share, relate and enjoy! 

Fotini Krostalis: 

PAREA is the perfect word to describe this monthly social gathering!  It’s a 

great opportunity to connect with other members of the Greek Orthodox 

Parish of Loudoun County, discuss everyday matters, exchange opinions 

and ideas and ultimately make a few good friends.  My husband and I are 

fairly new to the State of Virginia but the members of PAREA have made 

us feel right at home.  I guess you could even call them “family”!  

Cookie Freire: 

My family and I owe so much to the warmth, generosity and welcoming 

spirit of PAREA.  These were some of the reasons that my beloved hus-

band and I joined the parish so enthusiastically 2 years ago, along with 

our children and granddaughters.  Congratulations PAREA on your 4th 

anniversary!! 

Kristina Ayoub: 

To me, PAREA depicts the love that we have for our church family!  Eve-

ryone who attends takes time out of their busy schedules to get together 

to celebrate name days, birthdays etc.  We are one big extended family 

and this sets us apart from any other church! 

Kalliopi Angelidaki: 

PAREA is a gathering of wonderful people who share their thoughts and 

feelings about our church and Greece.  It is full of agape, I can’t wait to 

be there every month! 

May the celebration of our Lord's birth bring joy, health, and happiness 

to you, and may we all continue to be blessed as we celebrate each oth-

er’s company and our PAREA!  

Merry Christmas and a Happy and Blessed 2016! 

Καλά Χριστούγεννα και Ευτυχισμένος ο Καινούργιος Χρόνος!  

In His Everlasting Mercy,  

Marina Blair 

PAREA Chair 

blairmarina@gmail.com, 703-349-1842 (H) 

From our November PAREA Luncheon at Delia’s. 
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Ministries Contact List 
CLERGY     

Rev. Father George Alexson frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com (cell) 703-314-6421 

Deacon         Deacon Harry Chelpon   

Sub-Deacon Sub-Deacon Michael Sivy  

STAFF     

Office Manager Lia Economou liaecon@comcast.net 
703-421-3812 

Protopsalti Nick Grivas papounico3@aim.com 

      

PARISH COUNCIL     

President Marina Blair blairmarina@gmail.com 
703-349-1842 

Vice President Andrew Kaffes andrew@agkaffes.com 

Secretary Nicholas Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com 

Treasurer Craig Dodson flat6bkr@yahoo.com 

Asst. Treasurer Tom Skuce tomskuce@gmail.com 

Additional Members Greg Cherpes gcherpes@yahoo.com 

  Greg Joiner gregjoiner@gmail.com 

  Nicholas Kass cnkass@hotmail.com 

  Paul Orphanides porphanides@myselectproperties.com 

  Ava Walter avamwalter@gmail.com 

  Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net 

SCHOOLS     

Greek School Vasilia Ravaris vasilia@live.com 

Sunday School Ergini Martnishn ergini@aol.com 

      

MINISTRIES, COMMITTEES, AND ASSOCIATIONS     

Altar Boys Fr. George Alexson frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com 

Bible Study Group Nick Spyros nlspyros@yahoo.com 

Church Choir Elpida Skuce archelles@yahoo.com 

Festival Committee Greg Cherpes gcherpes@yahoo.com 

Flowers-Epitaphios Committee Mariana Korulaki 
Presvytera Joanna 

k.mariana@hotmail.com 
frgeorgeandrew@gmail.com 

Future Planning Committee Andrew Kaffes 
Paul Orphanides 

andrew@agkaffes.com 
porphanides@myselectproperties.com 

Gala Committee Kristina Ayoub 
Asha Ioanou 

ktsiakos@yahoo.com 
marykay.asha@gmail.com 

GOYA Sofia Kouiroukidis 
Lillian Funk 

KKouirouk@gmail.com 
lilyfunk@hotmail.com 

GOYA Boys’ Basketball Team Dimitrios Stratakos dimitristratakos@verizon.net 

Greek Dance Troupe Smaro Karakatsanis smaro.k@hotmail.com 

HOPE and JOY Aspacia Dintini 
Ava Walter 

aspaciadintini@gmail.com 
avamwalter@gmail.com 

Molon Lave AHEPA Chapter 542 Dean Economou deaneconomou@ymail.com 

Orthodox Book Club Sofia Kouiroukidis KKouirouk@gmail.com 

PAREA Marina Blair 
Kristina Ayoub 

blairmarina@gmail.com 
ktsiakos@yahoo.com 

Philoptochos Alexis Cleveland eacleveland@msn.com 

Prosfora  Effie Koutsourais emkouts1@aol.com  

Stewardship Committee Lia Economou liaecon@comcast.net 

Vacation Church Camp Lia Economou liaecon@comcast.net 

Webmaster Maria Zangos milihandra@comcast.net 

Young Adult League Dimitrios Stratakos dimitristratakos@verizon.net 
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