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On Spiritual Warfare
The Holy Tradition of the Orthodox Church and its characteristically spiritual
dimension are existential par excellence, constituting a dynamic context for any
endeavor to becoming personally spiritual. As such, our Holy Tradition is relevant
to this most noble contemporary quest for 'something spiritual,' in a society
deprived of soul and ethically disoriented. This is an aspect reflected, for example,
in what we call the spiritual warfare. When speaking of the spiritual warfare the
Holy Orthodox Christian Tradition does not envisage crusades or jihads or
anything similar, since these represent mostly attempts to change-- arbitrarily and
violently--the face of the world and not its mind, spirit and heart. Our way of
'fighting the good fight' (cf. 2 Timothy 4:7) has nothing to do with the external
conquests and exploits. Instead, our notion of warfare refers to the inner struggles
of the Christian person and community, on their transformative way towards the
newness of life (cf. Romans 6:4), as realized in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Eusebius
of Caesarea (Ecclesiastical History, book five, intro, 4), provides us with insights
into the original sense of spiritual warfare: our narrative concerning the life
according to God will record in the most peaceful wars waged on behalf of the
peace of the soul, and will tell of men doing brave deeds for truth rather than
country, and for piety rather than dearest friends. It will hand down to
imperishable remembrance the discipline and the much-tried fortitude of the
athletes of religion (i.e., the martyrs), the trophies won from demons, the victories
over invisible enemies, and the crowns placed upon all their heads. In its essence,
the notion of peaceful warfare is genuinely Scriptural, building on Saints Paul's
exhortation in Ephesians 6:10-17, where the portrait of the Christian is depicted in
terms of a warrior of light: "Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand
therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of
peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench
all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God." (Ephesians 6:13-17). The
suggestion is clear: fighting the good fight takes the pain of personal
transformation in accordance with the canon, or norm and rhythms of the new
creation (cf. Galatians 6:15), illustrated by Christ Himself, the Incarnate and
crucified Word of God. Moreover, it takes the pain of proclaiming 'the word of
this life' (Acts 5:20) to a society which, notwithstanding its profound ignorance
with respect to the message of Orthodoxy, rejects our values. (By Rev. Father
Doru Costache [Lecturer St. Andrew's Theological College Patristic Studies]).



EPISTLE READING : St. Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 
6:10-17
Brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put
on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil. For we are not contending against flesh and
blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the
world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of

GOSPEL READING : The Gospel According to
Luke 13:10-17
At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues
on the sabbath. And there was a woman who had a spirit
of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over and
could not fully straighten herself. And when Jesus saw
her, he called her and said to her, "Woman, you are freed
from your infirmity." And he laid his hands upon her, and
immediately she was made straight, and she praised God.
But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus

wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand,
therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the equipment of the gospel of peace;
besides all these, taking the shield of faith, with which you can quench all the
flaming darts of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God.

had healed on the sabbath, said to the people, "There are six days on which work
ought to be done; come on those days and be healed, and not on the sabbath day."
Then the Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the
sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to water it?
And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?" As he said this, all
his adversaries were put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious
things that were done by him

Weekday Liturgical Schedule for December 2017
Tues. Dec. 12   St. Spyridon Orthros at 8:15 AM, Divine Liturgy at 9:30AM
Fri. Dec. 15      St. Eleutherios Orthros at 8:15 AM, Divine Liturgy at 9:30AM
All services through December are on our website.

Today’s memorial is for Panagiota Dimopoulou (1 year), sister 
of Presvytera Joanna Alexson, and Maria and Vasile Deliu, 
parents of Dana Polich. May their memory be eternal.

Today's Coffee Hour is sponsored by Presvytera Joanna Alexson
and Dana Polich in honor of today’s memorial.  Thank  you!

If you would like to sponsor coffee hour in memory of a loved one or to 
celebrate a Name Day, contact Lia at liaecon@comcast.net.



ANNOUNCEMENTS: December 10, 2017

Pick up for tsoureki and vasilopita orders is next 
Sunday, December 17th.

As we bring 2017 to a close, I ask all of you to revisit your
pledge for this year and ensure it is fulfilled. We have
approximately 20% of our pledged funds still due. Also,
please take a moment to consider your pledge for 2018 and
fill out the 2018 pledge card in this bulletin. You can submit it
to me by email or in person at church, or to any of our church
officers who will ensure I get it. Thank you for all your
wonderful generosity. Ron Baldinger, Stewardship Chair

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM is Dec. 17th following the
Divine Liturgy – We will practice TODAY! Please encourage your children to
participate. Even if our older students do not wish to be a character in the play, we need
their help and support in preparing the younger children for the Christmas play. Please
talk to Ergini Martnishn (703-652-4426) for further details. Thank you.

Eligible Stewards can cast their votes on December 17th for the
4 open positions on the Parish Council. Biographies of the
following 5 nominated candidates will be shared prior to and on
election day: Mina Baldinger, Marina Blair, Lisa Orphanides,
Niki Lelis, and Con Sofologis.

Our AHEPA Chapter 542 is proud and honored to
partner with the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys
For Tots Loudoun branch. All parishioners of
Holy Apostles can get involved by dropping off

a new unwrapped toy in our church hall through TODAY, and volunteering on
December 16th at the Toys For Tots Ashburn Warehouse on the corner of Loudoun
County Pkwy and Gloucester Rd. This is a great cause that collects and distributes
toys to millions of less fortunate children. Go to the AHEPA website at
www.ahepa542.org for more details and to find out about other upcoming events.

GOYA – December 17th is the GOYA monthly meeting about the
importance of the Jesus Prayer Rope, led by Christina Kendrat.

Our Sunday School and the students of Ellinomatheia are
collecting non perishable items to provide healthy snacks to
those that need our assistance at the Ronald McDonald House
in the Washington Metropolitan Area. The Fundraiser will run

for 3 Sundays, then on 12/19/17 the items will be collected from church and taken to
the Ronald McDonald House between Christmas and New Year’s. Any questions,
please, do not hesitate to contact Athanasia at: 571-359-0249, or e-mail at:
sdacey@comcast.net



2018	Stewardship	Pledge	(ALL	PLEDGES	JANUARY‐ DECEMBER	2018)	
HOLY	APOSTLES	GREEK	ORTHODOX	CHURCH

In faith, prayer and sacrifice, my family and I wish to share in the support and 
work of the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church. We would like to pledge:

$__________ for the year 2018 (through December 2018) 
You may pay via cash, check or online using PayPal

 Annually       Semi-annually       Quarterly       Monthly     Weekly
Name: _________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________ State: ______ Zip:______ 

E-mail: _______________________________ Phone: __________________
Your pledge is strictly confidential.

PAREA (Our Company of Friends!) – A huge thank you
to Mrs. Skordalakes for hosting PAREA's 6th anniversary fasting
luncheon! With God's grace, our January luncheon will take

B u i l d i n g  O u r  F u t u r e :  A  P e r m a n e n t  H o m e  i n  L o u d o u n  C o u n t y

Missed last Sunday’s General Assembly? 
Go to our website to read about the prime piece of property we are pursuing in
Ashburn and how you can help by fulfilling your Stewardship and donating to the
Building Fund. Help us secure a permanent home for Y-OUR future!

Did you know we now offer beginner Greek language classes for
ADULTS? For more information about our Adult Classes, or our other
programs to include Greek School and Ellinomatheia Program, contact Lia
(liaecon@comcast.net) and she will direct you to the appropriate instructor.

place on Tuesday, January 9th, 2018 at 11:30 at OPA! Mezze Grill. Address: 44110
Ashburn Village Boulevard, Ashburn, VA 20147, (Ashburn Village Center). Tel: 703-
729-221. Please RSVP to Marina (703-349-1842). PAREA wishes all our
parishioners Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Sunday School News: we introduce the Prayer Partners program! The
Prayer Partners program pairs older students with younger children. Students in grades
9th-12th each have a Prayer Partner in Pre-K – 6th grade. Our Prayer Partner Program is a
mentoring program that is aimed at creating a warm and inclusive Sunday School
community. Prayer partners may work on Sunday School projects together, celebrate
various holiday activities together, practice the Orthodox faith together (Examples: the
older children may explain why and how we cross ourselves, help them with Sunday
School events, etc,). The program gives the older students an opportunity to gain
responsibility as well as keep them connected to the younger grades. It also gives the
younger students an opportunity to develop a unique relationship with an older student
who can serve as a role model and friend. For further details and questions please talk to
Ergini Martnishn ( 703-652-4426)
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