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When Can We Help Others Spiritually?

activity before having polished his spiritual inner state, he may struggle
spiritually, but he will be fraught with worry, anxiety, lack of confidence
in God and frequent loss of serenity. If he does not improve himself, he
cannot say that his interest for the common good is pure. When he is
liberated from the old self and all things worldly, then he will receive
divine Grace and be not only at peace with himself, but also able to bring
peace to everyone else. But if he has not received the Grace of God, then
he can neither govern himself nor help others in order to bring about a
divine effect. He must first be immersed in divine Grace and then utilise
his resulting sanctified powers for the salvation of others. (From Spiritual
Awakening (Spiritual Counsels of Elder Paisios).

If we work to correct ourselves and look
more intently towards our “inner” activity
rather than our external, giving precedence
to divine help, we can in turn be of greater
and more positive help to others. We will
also achieve an inner serenity that will
quietly help the souls of the people we
encounter because spiritual serenity reflects
the virtue of the soul and transforms souls.
When someone applies himself to external

The most important issue facing our church is our future.
Today’s General Assembly is about Y-OUR FUTURE! Join us
after Liturgy and find out about the piece of property we are pursing in
Ashburn and what this means for our parish. We need your help in
making these decisions for Y-OUR FUTURE! Stewards in good
standing are eligible to vote. Please remember to sign in at the table in
the front hall and get your red voting card.



EPISTLE READING : St. Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 
5:8-19
Brethren, walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in
all that is good and right and true), and try to learn what is pleasing
to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but
instead expose them. For it is a shame even to speak of the things
that they do in secret; but when anything is exposed by the light it

becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it is said,
"Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you light." Look
carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of
the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery;
but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart.

GOSPEL READING : The Gospel According to
Luke 18:35-43
At that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man
was sitting by the roadside begging; and hearing a
multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They
told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by." And he cried,
"Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" And those who
were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he
cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!"
And Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be brought to
him; and when he came near, he asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?"
He said, "Lord, let me receive my sight." And Jesus said to him, "Receive your
sight; your faith has made you well." And immediately he received his sight and
followed him, glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to
God.

Weekday Liturgical Schedule for December 2017
Mon. Dec. 4  St. Barbara Great Martyr Orthros at 8:15 AM, Divine Liturgy at

9:30AM
Wed. Dec. 6 St. Nicholas Orthros at 8:15 AM, Divine Liturgy at 9:30AM
All services through December are on our website.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM – This event will take place
on December 17 following the Divine Liturgy (we will practice on December 3 and
10). Please encourage your children to participate. Even if our older students do not
wish to be a character in the play, we need their help and support in preparing the
younger children for the Christmas play. Please talk to Ergini Martnishn (703-652-
4426) for further details. Thank you.

Join one of our Greek language classes! For more information about our
Greek School, Ellinomatheia Program, or Teen and Adult Classes, contact Lia
(liaecon@comcast.net) and she will direct you to the appropriate instructor.



ANNOUNCEMENTS: December 3, 2017
Parish General Assembly is Today! All eligible voters need to sign 

in at the table in the church hall and get a red voting card.

TSOUREKIAS AND VASILOPITAS – Today is the last day to place 
your order. Order forms can be found online and in the church hall.

PAREA (Our Company of Friends!) – Our beloved
PAREA will be celebrating its 6th anniversary this coming
December! We are very thankful to Artemis (Diana)

Skordalakes who very graciously offered to host our celebration and fasting luncheon at
her home on Tuesday, December 5th, at 11:30am. Address: 9907 Hessick Court,
Great Falls, VA 22066. Please call or email Marina (703-349-1842)
blairmarina@gmail.com to RSVP. We are looking forward to seeing you and celebrate
6 years of wonderful fellowship!

HOPE and JOY – Join us this Saturday, Dec. 9 at our annual Christmas visit to the
Loudoun County Youth Shelter! All parishioners are welcome! Sadly, the shelter is at an
all time high capacity of disadvantaged and at-risk youth – what an opportunity we have
to be true apostles to these children! We will sing carols and give the residents teenage
appropriate gifts. Tentative time is scheduled for 2:00 pm at 16450 Meadowview Ct.
Leesburg, VA 20175. Contact Ava Walterr: avamwalter@gmail.com, (703) 919-8801.

As we bring 2017 to a close, I ask all of you to revisit your
pledge for this year and ensure it is fulfilled. We have
approximately 20% of our pledged funds still due. Also,
please take a moment to consider your pledge for 2018 and
fill out the 2018 pledge card in this bulletin. You can submit it
to me by email or in person at church, or to any of our church
officers who will ensure I get it. Thank you for all your
wonderful generosity. Ron Baldinger, Stewardship Chair

Today's Coffee Hour is sponsored by our Hope and Joy youth group.  
Thank  you! 

If you would like to sponsor coffee hour in memory of a loved one or to 
celebrate a Name Day, contact Lia at liaecon@comcast.net.



21580 Atlantic Blvd., Unit160, Bldg. D; Dulles, Virginia 20166 
phone 703-421-7515, fax 703-956-9498

2018	Stewardship	Pledge	(ALL	PLEDGES	JANUARY‐ DECEMBER	2018)	
HOLY	APOSTLES	GREEK	ORTHODOX	CHURCH

In faith, prayer and sacrifice, my family and I wish to share in the support and 
work of the Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church. We would like to pledge:

$__________ for the year 2018 (through December 2018) 
You may pay via cash, check or online using PayPal

 Annually       Semi-annually       Quarterly       Monthly     Weekly
Name: _________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________ State: ______ Zip:______ 

E-mail: _______________________________ Phone: __________________
Your pledge is strictly confidential.

a new unwrapped toy in our church hall through December 10th, and
volunteering on December 16th at the Toys For Tots Ashburn Warehouse on the
corner of Loudoun County Pkwy and Gloucester Rd. This is a great cause that collects
and distributes toys to millions of less fortunate children. Go to the AHEPA website at
www.ahepa542.org for more details and to find out about other upcoming events.

GOYA –December 17th is the GOYA monthly meeting about the importance of the
Jesus Prayer Rope, led by Christina Kendrat.

Our Sunday School and the students of Ellinomatheia are
collecting non perishable items to provide healthy snacks to
those that need our assistance at the Ronald McDonald House
in the Washington Metropolitan Area. The Fundraiser will run

Our AHEPA Chapter 542 is proud and honored to
partner with the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys
For Tots Loudoun branch. All parishioners of
Holy Apostles can get involved by dropping off

for 3 Sundays, then on 12/19/17 the items will be collected from church and taken to the
Ronald McDonald House between Christmas and New Year’s. Any questions, please, do
not hesitate to contact Athanasia at: 571-359-0249, or e-mail at: sdacey@comcast.net

PHILOTIMO effort is a very special Christmas charity event organized by the CRC
(Critical Relief for Children) and will take place on Saturday, 9 December at 6:00PM
at Prequel Restaurant.919 9th St NW, Washington DC, 20006) All proceeds will go to
Greece's Mitera orphanage, Agapi Christou (pediatric clinic), ARSIS (association for the
social support of youth) and Ormylia Foundation (medical center for mothers and
children). It is a great opportunity to support Greece's children in need and the Orthodox
Philanthropic organizations. For tickets and information please talk to Ergini Martnishn
(703-652-4426) or contact Dionissios Batistatos @ dbatistatos@crcnetwork.org.
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