
November 5, 2017
5th Sunday of Luke

Saints Cosmas and Damian the Holy Unmercenaries and their 
mother Theodota, November 1

Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church
www.holyapostlesgreekorthodox.org

8:45 AM Orthros, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Priest: Fr. George Alexson (cell) 703-314-6421

Today's Coffee Hour is sponsored by the 
Philoptochos. Thank you! 

called “unmercenary physicians,” that is, unpaid physicians, for
they healed freely and thus fulfilled the commandment of Christ:
Freely ye have received, freely give (Matthew 10:8). So careful
were they in healing men free of charge that Cosmas became very
angry with his brother Damian because he accepted three eggs from
a woman, Palladia, and ordered that he not be buried alongside his
brother Damian after his death. In fact, St. Damian did not accept
these three eggs as a reward for healing the ailing Palladia, but
rather because she adjured him in the name of the Most-holy Trinity
to accept these three eggs. Nevertheless, after their death in the
town of Fereman, they were buried together according to a
revelation from God. The holy brothers were great miracle-workers
both during their life and after their death. A snake crawled through
the mouth and into the stomach of a certain farm laborer during his
sleep, and the unfortunate man would have died in the greatest pain
had he not, in the last moment, invoked the help of Saints Cosmas
and Damian. Thus, the Lord glorified forever the miracle- working
of those who glorified Him on earth by their faith, purity and mercy.
Source: St. Nikolai Velimirovic, The Prologue of Ohrid – Volume
Two.

After their father’s death, their mother Theodota
devoted all her time and effort to educating her
sons and raising them as true Christians. God
helped her, and her sons matured as sweet fruit
and luminaries of the world. They were learned
in the art of medicine and ministered to the sick
without payment, not so much with medicine as
by the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. They were



EPISTLE READING : St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 
6:11-18
Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my
own hand. It is those who want to make a good showing in the
flesh that would compel you to be circumcised, and only in order
that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even
those who receive circumcision do not themselves keep the law,

but they desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. But far
be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision
counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and mercy be
upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth let no man
trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

GOSPEL READING : The Gospel According to
Luke 16:19-31
The Lord said, "There was a rich man, who was clothed in
purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every
day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazaros, full of
sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich
man's table; moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.
The poor man died and was carried by the angels to
Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and buried; and
in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw
Abraham far off and Lazaros in his bosom. And he called out, 'Father Abraham,
have mercy upon me, and send Lazaros to dip the end of his finger in water and
cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.' But Abraham said, 'Son,
remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazaros in like
manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that
those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from
there to us.' And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house,
for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this
place of torment.' But Abraham said, 'They have Moses, and the prophets; let them
hear them.' And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if some one goes to them from
the dead, they will repent.' He said to them, 'If they do not hear Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be convinced if some one should rise from the dead.'"

Weekday Liturgical Schedule for November
Wed. Nov. 8   Archangels Gabriel & Michael  8:15 AM Orthros, 9:30 AM Divine 

Liturgy
Thurs. Nov. 9  St. Nektarios of Aegina 8:15 AM Orthros, 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy
Mon. Nov. 13  St. John Chrysostom  8:15 AM Orthros, 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy
Wed. Nov. 15  Christmas Lent Begins

SUNDAY SCHOOL TRIP TO AGIA SKEPI MONASTERY - Please talk 
to Ergini Martnishn, if you are interested in joining our Sunday School Trip to the 
Monastery on Saturday, 25 November.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
November 5, 2017

It’s not too late to learn and speak Greek! Join a class today! 
More information is on our website.

TODAY is the last day to order your pitas!
Complete a form which is available in the
church hall, or order on our website. Pita
pickup is Saturday, Nov. 18th 10-2, and
Sunday, Nov. 19th 12-2 at church.

Philoptochos will be collecting Thanksgiving bags
for Loudoun Hunger Relief. Please go to our
website for the complete list of needed items. All
items need to be in a reusable grocery bag. We will
be collecting all bags TODAY and next Sunday,
Nov. 12th.

Saint Nektarios Greek Orthodox Monastery and Retreat Center in MD invites you
to participate in their celebrations upon the Feastday of our Father among the
Saints, Nektarios, the Bishop of Pentapolis and Wonder-Worker. WEDNESDAY,
Nov. 8, 6pm Great Vespers; THURSDAY, Nov. 9, 8:30am Orthros, 10:00am
Divine Liturgy (Lunch to follow). The holy relics of St. Nektarios will be present
for veneration at all of the services. Address is: 8700 Hampton Valley Rd.,
Emmitsburg, MD 21727.

Greek School 
Vasilia Ravaris (vasilia@live.com) 

Youth Ages 4 – 12, 
Wednesday or Thursday 
depending on level at 5:00pm

Ellinomatheia Program
Athanasia Dacey (sdacey@comcast.net)
571-261-2297 or  571-359-0249

Sundays after Liturgy and 
Sunday School (around 1pm), 
Prepares students for the 
yearly tests of 6 different 
levels in mastering Greek 

Teen and Adult Classes 
Greg Joiner (gregjoiner@gmail.com) or Vasilia
Ravaris (vasilia@live.com) 

Wednesday evenings and 
Saturday mornings

Parishioner statements were mailed last week.  Please contact Lia 
Economou, the Office Manager, at liaecon@comcast.net, if you did not 
receive yours or have any questions.



Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church
21580 Atlantic Blvd., Unit160, Bldg. D; Dulles, Virginia 20166 

phone 703-421-7515, fax 703-956-9498

PAREA (Our Company of Friends) - Due to the
November elections, our PAREA will gather on Thursday,
November 9th, around 11:30am, or after we celebrate the

Liturgy for Agios Nektarios. We will meet at Cafesano (21305 Windmill Parc Dr., #100,
Dulles, VA 20166 - tel: 571-732-2330). Please call Marina (703-349-1842) to RSVP.

Hope and Joy – Our monthly meeting is at church on Fri.,
Nov. 17th from 6:00pm to 7:15pm. We will create Christmas
cards for our parish's Yia Yias and Papous.

AHEPA Chapter 542 – Our next monthly meeting is Nov. 9,
7:30-9pm, at the home of Alex Kangelaris (12650 Thunderchase
Drive, Reston 20191). If you missed the meeting last month, it was
outstanding! So don’t miss this one. To become a member, apply on
our website today, www.ahepa542.org, and subscribe to the online
calendar for real time event updates.

Philoptochos – Our next monthly meeting is Saturday, Nov. 18th at
10:00 AM at church. We hope you can join us!

Sunday, November 12th, Guest Speaker – Ms. Alissa Iatridis, a 
Member of our church and a Sunday School teacher, will share her spiritual 
journey with our GOYAns. (To Be Confirmed)

Sunday, November 19th, GOYA Monthly Meeting – We will 
discuss upcoming events and start an Icon Making Project

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS: Last Sunday, our Sunday School and Ellenomatheia
program were invited by Hellenic Center in Bethesda MD to participate in the celebration of
the Holy Protection Feast and OXI DAY. A big THANK YOU to Athena Lansdell and
Sophia Panagopoulos who did a fantastic job with their presentations in front of a large
audience; His Grace, Bishop Sevastianos (who was representing our Archbishop Demetrios
at the event) blessed and congratulated our children. Athena and Sophia received Kudos
from the Greek and Cypriot Embassies’ dignitaries who were present. A huge thank you
also goes to our Athanasia Dacey who prepared our students for this important celebration
and to the Lansdell and Panagopoulos families who drove all the way to Maryland. Please
let Ergini Martnishn know if you would like for your children and grandchildren to
participate in upcoming events dedicated to Orthodoxy and Hellenism that will take place in
DC Metropolitan area during the Academic year 2017-2018.

Parish General Assembly is Nov. 19th! Join us after Liturgy to hear updates about
our parish and our future.
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